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We are delighted that you are joining us for worship today! We are a curious, inclusive, and
diverse gathering of imperfect people united by our common hope in Jesus Christ. Through
worship, study, and service we seek to know and show the transformative love of God found in the
pages of scripture and revealed in the person of Jesus. No matter who you are or where you are
on your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here.

Sunday, November 26, 2023

If You Are New Here Whether you are searching for a church home or visiting from out-of-town, we
are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak with our pastor after
today’s worship or share your information with us in the pew pad. We would love to get to know you
better!

Prayer Concern? Please let us know how we can be praying for you by filling out the welcome card
and placing it in the offering plate or by calling the church office (941) 955-8119.

Children Of All Ages Are Welcome in Worship! At the New Song (9:00 a.m.) service
there are coloring sheets on the tables and an activity center in the corner. At the traditional (11:00 a.m.)
service, children are invited to take a worship bag hanging in the narthex. Sunday School is from 10:00 -
11:00 a.m. in the children’s wing on the second floor. Ask a greeter for directions.

To Aid In Worship In the sanctuary, a T-Coil Hearing Loop is available for people with equipped
hearing aids. Headphones to amplify sound are also available at the tech booth in the rear of the
sanctuary.

Worship Online Livestreaming of the contemporary and traditional worship services is available at
www.firstpressarasota.org/worship-live. Additionally, sermons are archived on YouTube.

Ways To Give There are many ways you can support the mission and ministries of First
Presbyterian. During worship, you may place your gift in the offering plate or you can scan this
QR code, it will direct you to our online giving portal. Additionally, you can mail a check to the

955-8119/Lgarcia@firstpressarasota.org.

Advent Workshop TODAY The four weeks before Advent Workshop

Christmas--the season of Advent--is a time of waiting and

preparation as we anticipate the birth of Jesus. We are excited to goc
begin Advent with our annual Advent Workshop. This is an (\ﬁ@& oS
intergenerational opportunity for you to connect with your church 9“%
family. There will be activities for all.

Wl’eat]]
The Nursery is Open
Our nursery will be open to accommodate the families in both
services of children under five (with a parent) who may need a
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little more room to “wiggle and giggle” during any portion of the

service. The nursery is located in the hallway behind the sanctuary, ?\9““‘;\‘@\)&0
room 133. The service will be live streamed via a laptop in the ¥

nursery th.roughout both services so parents and chlldrep using the November 26 2023
space during those times may still feel connected worship. The

nursery is not staffed at this time, a parent must stay with your 10 OO a.m
child. Reach out to Emily Weitekamp and Carrie Mills, co- FIRST

moderators for the Education and Formation committee, with any CHURCH
questions. 2050 Oak Street, Sarasota, FL 34237
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Rise Against Hunger, Sunday, December 3 Rise
Mark your calendars and sign up to Rise Against Hunger (RAH) with your church family on V°’%ngg§e
Sunday, December 3. We need 50 volunteers! All ages are welcome to help package over & Waiver)

14,000 meals. Set up will start at 11:30 a.m., meal packing will be 1:00—3:00 p.m.

The mission of RAH is to end hunger by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s
most vulnerable populations. RAH offers meal-packaging events to create fortified,
dehydrated, shelf-stable meals that are transported by RAH to identified areas of food

insecurity. Use the QR code to register.
This will be FPC's 5th meal-packing event. Let's work together once again to make a difference!

Next Inquirers Class is December 3 and December 10 at 10:00 a.m. If you are
interested in more information about this dynamic congregation, please speak to Pastor Tim or call the
church office to sign up for this class. 941-955-8119

A Celtic Christmas is back and better than ever!
Join the festivity on Friday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Admission is by donation, with a

$15 per person suggested minimum.
This will be a truly exciting event, with a 50-voice choir made up of the members of the FPC Chancel Choir,

plus the members of Musica Sacra.
They will be joined by multi-instrumentalist triplets Tommy, Joshua, and Michael Lubben, who will be our

Celtic band. The Lubben Brothers are rising stars in the folk music world, and they are truly amazing to
watch and hear.

Join us for A Celtic Christmas, and plan to arrive early because we expect a packed house. The doors open
at 6:15 pm. After the concert enjoy a festive reception under the pavilion.

Celtic Christmas is a much-loved annual event that attracts a large audience from the community. We anticipate even higher
attendance this year. After the concert, the holiday spirit continues under the pavilion with cookies and holiday punch. You

are invited to bake cookies and bring your favorite holiday creations to the Fellowship Hall before the performance. As
always, we can always use an extra hand with set up and cleanup.

~ Thank you from Membership & Fellowship! =y
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Thoughtful Giving Booklets N

Each year we look forward to giving financial gifts in honor of our family members or 7

friends to one or more of our mission partners. These booklets will be available for you THODGHTI-UL

to consider your giving opportunities. You make pick them up as you exit the /;;”/7

2024 Offering Envelopes ]

If you no longer want to receive your offering envelopes, or you would like to receive a G

box of envelopes, please contact Lisa Garcia, Finance Manager, by calling (941) 955- % :

8119 or emailing her Lgarcia@firstpressarasota.org. Beginning Sunday, December 3,
through Sunday, December 17, there will be a table set up for you to pick up your 2024
offering envelopes. To save on the cost of mailing, please make every effort to pick up your envelopes.

Everyone, Get in the Boat
Goal: $880,000

Our 2024 pledge goal is $880,000. That is a 20% percent increase over our 2023 pledges. This much-
needed increase will be used to fund our full-time Director of Christian Education, give our current staff cost-
of-living increases, and maintain the excellence of our music program. Your elders and deacons have set the
pace, and we are a little over 85 percent of the way there. Now we need you to get in the boat with your

commitment. Please send in your pledge and consider increasing your pledge for 2024. Every Sunday we
will report on the progress towards our goal. We hope to have the boat filled by mid-November. Pick up a

paddle and help us get there!
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