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2020 ESFPA Annual Meetings
Regional Meeting Agenda
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Call To Order—John K. Bartow, Jr., ESFPA Executive Director
Chair’s Message—Michael McLarty
Regional Presentation
Executive Director’s Report
Election of Directors for ESFPA Board
Round Robin Member Discussion

Message from Board Chair
Michael McLarty
It is hard to be-

lieve how 2020
has gone for my
first year as
Chair of the
ESFPA Board. As
we started out in
January we had
laid out a strong
strategy for dealing with the Executive Chamber and State Legislature in Albany and were off to a running start.
Then in March with the first cases of COVID-19
in New York all things changed.
It is now late summer and the Covid-19 pandemic and the economic slowdown continues to
besiege us. While challenging and uncertain,
the past 6 months sped by. This highlights my
point of optimism as I look forward through the
balance of the year. While the past 6 months
have been difficult for our members and our organization, we have survived, and in my opinion
navigated the worst of the situation. The next
few months will remain challenging but I view a
slow recovery will take place. We will survive
and the situation will be better than it is today.
While slow recoveries seem long and arduous,
once you are past the worst, every day is better
than the last.
I could not be more proud of how our organization and membership have navigated these
times. ESFPA has delivered tremendous value
to the membership; from essential business determinations to providing detail to individual
companies on federal financial assistance. I
take comfort that in a crisis, our organization is
only one call away and will work tirelessly to
help anyone of our members. This is my second reason for being optimistic. Beside the
macro-economic slow recovery I anticipate, we
have an organization that will fight for each one
of our needs in this State and help recover and
grow.

We have a strong Board of Directors at ESFPA
and everyone takes their role in representing
our sector quite serious. Before you this fall we
have Directors up for re-election. These candidates represent a broad swath of businesses in
out sector as well as bringing leadership skills to
our Board. I am pleased that they all have
agreed to re-up their position on the Board
providing us some stability in these dynamic
times.
2021 is rapidly coming upon us and we have
State and national elections this fall that will redefine our organizational priorities in both Albany and Washington for the coming year. We
also have a tremendous amount of work before
us in the implementation of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA).
Yes this significant piece of legislation signed
into law in 2019 is under way with the Climate
Action Council, Advisory Panels and Working
Groups. ESFPA is well represented on the Advisory Panels, and we are anxious to speak on
behalf of our forests and wood product manufacturers as the Climate Action Plan is developed in 2021.
As part of our Annual meeting and regional outreach we will be gathering from you thoughts
on priorities that we should focus on. I hope all
of our members have an opportunity to participate in one of our regional meetings or our single virtual event on October 6th. If you are unable to attend one or more of our meetings,
please reach out to a Board member or our staff
and share with them your thoughts and concerns.

Finally, as we enter 2021 know that the challenges we face are substantial yet the solutions
that we offer are even more valuable. Know
that it is your membership that makes ESFPA
strong and our voice relevant in the policy arena. I know that times are challenging, but now
perhaps more than ever is when we need your
support to ensure that your voice is heard.
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Executive Director’s Report
John K. Bartow, Jr.

I want to thank the ESFPA Board of Directors, officers and all of our members for your continued support and guidance for our Association. I’d also like to commend our staff, Janet and Muriel, for their
efforts this past year and for their personal commitment to making this organization work for you. In
preparing this report I want to highlight, what I see, as the most significant items.

Financially
On pages 4 to 5 you can see our Profit & Loss/Budget vs Actual statement. One thing to our advantage
is that our 2020 membership drive came prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing economic decline
and shutdowns. As you can see for 2020 we are financially strong and we have money in the bank. We
will end 2020 in good financial shape. 2021 will have its own challenges but we will strive to ensure
that our value to members is our number 1 priority. As members assess where they will allocate their
limited resources we hope that ESFPA performance is recognized and supported.
COVID-19
2020 has been a year like nothing we have seen in a long time. The Corona Virus (COVID-19) along
with PAUSE NY and RE-OPEN NY has impacted our sector. COVID-19 has had its own impact on ESFPA
operations. Since March 18 we have largely worked remotely from our homes. We are certainly grateful for our investment in IT packages in December of last year which has made remote work seamless
to our membership and interactions with ourselves. Our office is gradually re-opening and we will have
a mixture of remote and in-office presence through the balance of the year.
On March 18th, only the manufacturing of household paper goods was listed as an essential business in
New York State. Within 48 hours we worked with the Executive Chamber and state agencies to have
our entire value chain from forest landowners to loggers to mills and manufacturers deemed “essential
businesses” and able to remain open when thousands of businesses and manufacturers across New York
were shutdown for 3+ months.
Politically
We have had our successes and our losses in 2020. We staved off several attempts to amend labor
laws and workers compensation proposals that would have had deleterious impacts on our businesses
and employers.
We had funding in the Environmental Protection Fund for Regenerate NY (cost share for private landowners) and Easements for Land Trusts included in the Budget. We also secured continued funding to
the Wood Products Development Council as well as an additional $1 million of funding from Ag. & Markets for research projects at Cornell and ESF. We impacted the final proposal for the Restore Mother
Nature Bond Act to prioritize working forest easements as opposed to fee acquisition; included stewardship dollars for working forest easements; and recognition of forests as a natural solution to climate
change.
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We have worked on several bills (see list on Page 10). Faced with a downstate legislative majority in
both the NYS Senate and NYS Assembly, we have had to double down on our outreach to members of
the legislature that do not know our issues and, more importantly, do not represent our businesses and
members. We have had successes in influencing several bills that impact our sector and we are gaining
in recognition of forests and wood products.
Rules
We have and continue to comment on several proposed rulemakings in New York – Real Property Tax
Law 480-A; Invasive Species; Endangered Species; Climate Change; and, Lake George Park Commission Stormwater regulations.
Federally
Your Executive Director sits on the Board of the National Alliance of Forest Owners and on the Woodland Operating Committee of the American Forest Foundation. We testified on Climate legislation before the staff of the Energy & Environment Sub-Committee of Commerce and Energy. We are working
with other state associations and our national affiliates on emerging federal climate legislation.
Looking Forward
2021 is going to have significant financial challenges for New York State. As we come into the third
quarter of 2020-21 budget, NYS has a $15+ billion deficit, $6 billion structural and $9 billion COVID
related. Without substantial federal assistance, this will be a crippling budget deficit to get over.
2021 will also be the year of Climate Change. The Climate Action Council has 18 months to complete
its Climate Plan and lay out a regulatory and budget strategy. The role of our forests and wood products as a natural solution to climate change is substantial. ESFPA is well positioned to help layout a
strategy that can benefit our members in the coming years. We will have challenges but the opportunities for our forests and wood products are real and recognized.
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2021-2023 Proposed Board of Directors
Timothy Burpoe
Molpus Woodlands Group
Saranac Lake, NY
Elizabeth Lesnikoski
Burlington Electric
Burlington, VT
Jennifer DeFrancesco
B & B Forest Products
Cairo, NY
Craig Jochum
Craig Jochum Logging
Apalachin, NY

John Zemanick
Gutchess Lumber
Cortland, NY
Dennis Gingles
International Paper
Ticonderoga, NY
Sean Ross
Lyme Timber

Hanover, NH

Neil B. Gutchess Memorial Award
Neil Gutchess served as President of the Empire State Forest
Products Association from 1974 to 1977. His strong spirit was
reflective of many individuals who make their living in the forests and wood-using mills. We remember Neil not only for his
spirit but also for exemplary leadership and his contribution in
establishing the organization’s modern day activities. Neil saw
the need for the forest products industry to present a common
and unified position on issues. He had the foresight and vision
in reorganization of the Association and established a dedicated
presence focused on interacting with State Government and policy makers in Albany. Moreover, Neil provided the leadership to
pull together a group of strong-willed and independent people
from around the state and guided them in rebuilding the Association during his tenure as President. We celebrate his spirit, remember his vision and recognize leadership with the presentation of this award.
This award recognizes individuals and/or organizations who make outstanding contributions
to the Association, forestry or forest products industry. The award may be presented to forest landowners, individuals who work in the forest products industry, public officials, news
media or other member of the public who make significant contributions to the Association,
forestry and/or forest products industry. It will be presented at the Association’s annual
meeting or at another time and place that appropriately reflects on the significance of the
recognition.
RECIPIENTS
2006 – Bob Potter
2009 – Bob Stegemann
2012 – Roger Dziengeleski
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2007 – Mel Bowman
2010 – Dennis Phillips, Esq.
2014 – Steve Servies

2008 – Dick Nason
2011 – Gary Booher
2016 – Terrance Brennan

Neil B. Gutchess Memorial Award 2020
NYS Senator Elizabeth ‘Betty” Little
Senator Betty Little is serving her ninth and
final term representing the residents of the
45th Senate District, which comprises Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Warren and parts of St.
Lawrence and Washington Counties. Her
Senate District includes among the highest
value wood products manufacturing facilities
and productive forests in New York State.
Prior to first winning election to the State
Senate in November 2002, Senator Little
served in the New York State Assembly for
seven years.
Senator Little's ninth term builds on many
legislative successes. These include: adoption of an initiative that encourages local governments to work cooperatively and share services to save tax dollars; reform of the adverse possession law to ensure greater fairness for
property owners; a law to restrict the sale, possession and importation of invasive species;
creation of the Adirondack Community Housing Trust; passage of the historic Timber Theft
Law; expanding net metering to encourage investment in renewable power production including solar, wind and waste energy; and sponsored legislation and secured funding to help
combat Lyme and other tick-borne diseases.
Senator Little also has sponsored several successful New York State Constitutional Amendments to help residents, the economy and the environment in the Adirondacks.
“Senator Little is a champion
The mother of an active-duty combat veteran, Senator
for working forests and their role in
Little was honored to sponsor Patriot Plans I and II,
producing quality wood products not
which expanded benefits and services available to New
only in the North Country and
York's military personnel and their families. Senator Little Adirondack Park but across New
also proudly sponsored a law designating the Adirondack York State,” said John Bartow,
Executive Director of ESFPA. “She
Northway, I-87, the "Adirondack Veterans' Memorial
sees the value of our forests in
Highway" in honor of all New York veterans who have
terms of clean air and clean water
served our country.
and also a source of quality family
jobs in our
Senator Little first began public service as a member and supporting
manufacturing facilities.”
later Chair of the Town of Queensbury Recreation Commission. In 1986, she was elected as an At-Large- John K. Bartow, Jr.
Supervisor to the Warren County Board of Supervisors for
ESFPA Executive Director
the Town of Queensbury, where she served on various
committees, including the Warren County Recycling Advisory Committee which she organized and chaired, and as
County Budget Officer in 1990 and 1991.
For her advocacy on behalf of New York’s forests, wood product manufacturers and the value
chain that supports them, the Empire State Forest Products Association is pleased to award
Senator Little the 2020 Neil B. Gutchess Memorial Award for Outstanding Service.
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2019-2020 Legislative Wrap Up
(8/10/20)

A 732-A/S 6502 – Prohibits the use of Glyphosate on State property.

Passed Both Houses

A 1261/S 1947 - Expanding projects subject to Prevailing Wage

Stalled on Senate
Third Reading

A 1779/S 181 – Publish a list of high local environmental impact zones

Veto 136

A 2064/S 2072 – Right to clean air, clean water and a healthful environment

Filed w/ S of S

A 2477/ S 2156 - Relates to prohibiting the use of chlorpyrifos

Veto 193

A 3658/ S 5576 – Relates to freshwater wetlands (1 acre)

Stalled on
Assembly 3rd Reading

A 4077-A/S 5196 – Requires a study prior to delisting an endangered species Passed
A 4294/S 23 – Relates to maintain large scale renewable electric generation

Veto 204

A 4508-A/S 3314-A – Crimes for worker death or injury – Carlos’ Law

Stalled on Senate
3Rd Reading

A 4739/S 2000 – Prohibits PFAS, PFOA, PFOS, etc. in paper and food packaging

Passed Both Houses

A 5262/S. 4003 - Establishes the Low Carbon Fuel Standard

Stalled in Committee

A 6200/S 5478 – Penalties on R,T & E species (doubled)

Stalled in Committee

A 6600/S 5098 – Designation of certain species as vulnerable species

Chapter 651

A 7639-A – Birds & Bees Protection Act, bans neonicotinoids

Stalled in Committee

A 8098/S4876 – Asian Longhorn Tick on State Invasive Species List

Chapter 674

A 8123-A/S 6484 – Adirondack Conservation Design Bill

Stalled on Assembly
3rd Reading

A 8349/S 5612-A – Relates to stream protection

Passed Both Houses

A 8429/S 6559 – Climate Leadership & Community Protection Act

Chapter 106

A 9790 – Product Packaging Program
A 9832 - reduce, reuse, recycle, or compost no less than 85% of the solid waste.
A 9856/ S 3616 - Climate & Community Investment Act

Stalled in Committee
Stalled in Committee
Stalled in Committee

A 10401/S. 8266 - COVID-19, as an occupational disease for workers comp

Stalled in Committee

S7718 – Extended Producer Responsibility Act

Stalled in Committee
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2020 ESFPA Board of Directors
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You can choose which Hospital to
designate your donation!
Please be sure to indicate on your
check which CMN hospital you would
like your donation sent to.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Buffalo
Syracuse
Utica
Albany
Rochester
Elmira
Watertown
Queens
Burlington, VT.

Empire State Forest Products
Association
47 Van Alstyne Drive
Rensselaer, NY 12144
Phone: 518-426-9502
Fax: 518-426-9502
E-mail: mchurch@esfpa.org
www.esfpa.org

Log-A-Load Update
Over the years your donations have helped create miracles for countless local children and their families, some of whom are part of our forest industry family. Due
to the virus our major fundraising events such as the NYS Woodsmen’s Field Days
in Boonville have been cancelled but the children and their family’s needs have not
gone away. With $11,092.00 raised so far we are just 1/3rd of the way to our goal.
We’re asking you to dig deep into your pockets and give to Log a Load and benefit
the Children’s Miracle Network Hospital of your choice. Please make your checks
to the Empire State Forestry Foundation (ESFF) and mail them to: 47 Van Alstyne
Dr. Rensselaer, NY 12144. Donations through the Empire State Forestry Foundation are 100 % tax deductible. We greatly appreciate your help in making even
more miracles possible this year.

PRESORTED
STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
ALBANY, NY
PERMIT #79

