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   From the Membership Register—The General Society Honors the Memory of Sister Penny Speckter (1920-2020)
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magnitude and depth, with each passing year.
To Penny, I say, thank you. I learned from you every single
day. You met every day head on with enthusiasm, optimism,
intelligence and elegance -- in good times and, in bad times.
You made every day count. You taught me about writing,
editing, music, art, decorating, jewelry and fashion. The list
goes on and on. I learned so much from your reactions to all
matters. I enjoyed observing the richness of your
interactions. You were an incredible listener. No matter the
topic, you often prompted a new understanding. 
You always dressed beautifully. Every detail mattered.
Admittedly, I was not the best student in that regard! You
would tell me, “That jacket could use a pin” and your favorite,
“That dress needs a belt.” And, you were right. It did make a
difference, and oh, how I loved the commentary!
You were fiercely loyal, caring, interested and ever-present.
Your work ethic was exceptional and as you said, you loved
every job you ever had. You still spoke with enthusiasm about
how becoming a Red Cross Life-Safety Instructor at 20 was
formative and how the best bosses you had promoted an
esprit de corps.

Our remarkable Mechanics Institute students and exceptional
Faculty have spent the last year online owing to the pandemic.
Faculty and students from four disciplines: Construction
Project Management, Plumbing Systems, Electrical
Technology, and HVAC/R all made a seamless transition to
remote learning—previously uncharted waters here at the
Mechanics Institute. We are so grateful for their collective
resilience, dedication, cooperation and commitment to the
task.  We look forward to the return of our in-person classes at
20 West 44th Street when we will welcome our magnificent
Faculty and Students back into The General Society Building.
We will be celebrating our 2021 Mechanics Institute Graduates
in the next issue of the GSMT News. But in the meantime, we
wanted to say CONGRATULATIONS 2021 Graduates—we are
wishing you every success. You will always have a home here at
The General Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen.

We met at The General Society Library
in early 2005. We worked side-by-side
as volunteers placing mailing labels on
postcards publicizing an event on book
publishing. We talked on and off as we
worked and I remember thinking this
woman is completely fascinating. She
was 85 at the time. Little did I know
what the next 15 years would hold. It
was a friendship that evolved, in its

In the Fall of 2020, we resumed our
Labor, Literature & Landmarks, and
Artisan Lecture programs. The
Society's  public lectures had to be
held online in response to the
pandemic. We discovered that
although  absolutely nothing beats
having an in-person event with the
lively interaction between speaker
and audience in the elegant and
sociable backdrop of our General
Society Library, there were some
advantages to our Zoom webinars. 

The photo below was taken of Penny Speckter in November of
2019 at the Annual Craftsmanship Awards Gala. Penny was
nearly 100 years old at the time. She was on her way to
celebrating a century of living which she did on March 21st of
last year. On Sunday, December 13th 2020, after
triumphantly navigating the year, Penny passed away. This
picture speaks volumes about my magnificent friend. How
fortunate I was to have had our paths cross. Penny became
one of my greatest blessings. I treasured every day in
knowing her.

John Tauranac Subway Map
We were able to increase the size of our audience, as we were
not limited by the physical space and audience members were
able to attend, not only from across the United States, but
from all over the world. But none of this would be possible
without the exceptional roster of speakers who participated. 

Founded in 1785, The General Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen is dedicated to improving the educational and cultural opportunities for people in the City of New  York 
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 by Victoria A. Dengel
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Online Lectures Take Off

Saving the 
Battery Maritime Building



If Frames Could Talk  with Suzanne Smeaton ,
a fascinating description of the history and
culture of Frames; Stanford White in Detail
with Samuel White   provided a wonderful
lecture on the skilled craftsmanship in the
work of Stanford White; The Appearance Of
The Past  with Donald Friedman  described
what New York City actually looked like in
1900. In The Adaptive Reuse of the Historic
Tobacco Warehouse into St. Ann's
Warehouse,  Lissa So and Zachary Griffin
described their experiences working on this 
 project. Other lectures include:  Material
Transfers - Metaphor, Craft, and Place in
Contemporary Architecture  with Françoise
Astorg Bollack  and Guide to Historic Artists'
Homes and Studios  with Valerie Balint .
Landmark lectures, curated by Lisa Easton,
Easton Architects, include speakers  Norma
Barbacci and Felicia Mayro.  All of these
lectures and more  are available for viewing
on The General Society of Mechanics and
Tradesmen                                               channel

Degree in Business and then went on to pursue your Master’s
Degree in American History -- both from NYU.
Your Master’s Thesis was on the “Philanthropic Activities of The
General Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen, 1785-1820.” Your
interest in The General Society was sparked when Martin bought
you a Library Membership in 1984. It was a purchase that would
set much in motion. 
When Martin passed away in 1988, you decided it was time to
travel. You were 68 and you traversed the world, sometimes even
traveling by yourself. That said, you still kept Speckter Associates
running until you closed out your last advertising account at the
age of 85 and, it is worth noting, that the client still called you for
years after that!
Your work in support of The General Society of Mechanics &
Tradesmen was magnificent. You were still coming into the office
until late last year. And when you couldn’t come in, you would
work from home. The GSMT News was your creation. You were its
Editor-in-Chief for 14 years and counting. It was remarkable.
Everyone at The General Society cherished you and marveled
at your incredible decades-long contributions.

It’s impossible to convey everything that is in my mind and heart.
I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the gift of you dear Penny.
Ours is a friendship that will live through eternity. I love you. God
rest your beautiful soul.

Penny, you made it to Heaven just in time to celebrate your 76th
Wedding Anniversary and reunite with your beloved Martin.

They say that life is what you make of it and Penny, you made it
grand.

Gregory Dietrich started the Fall lecture series with a talk
about the Parfitt Brothers on Finding Their Architectural
Roots: Story of 19th Century Brooklyn Architects; Rachel
Miller and Timothy Miller in Henry St Settlement – Story of a
Loving Restoration detailed the skilled craftsmanship in
restoring the iron metalwork;  Patrick W. Ciccone presented
an enthralling architectural history in Bricks & Brownstone:
The New York Row House; Wendy Lubovich and Ed Leflowicz
presented 111 Museums in New York That You Must Not Miss,
exploring the treasures within New York’s iconic museums.  
 Dan Holohan gave a wonderful, informative talk on Steam
Heat Sustainability. In Saving the Battery Maritime Building,
Tim Fryatt told the story of the restoration of the 1909 Battery
Maritime Building. Inside Paragraphs: Typographic
Fundamentals with Cyrus Highsmith provided an illuminating  
view of typography. John Tauranac concluded the Fall lecture
series with informative talk on New York City subway maps in
Subway Maps: The Good, The Bad and The Better. 
In our Winter and Spring lectures we were fortunate enough
to welcome back two speakers from the Fall. Firstly Gregory
Dietrich spoke about Exploring the Vestiges of Greenwich
Village's Equine Past and Dan Holohan who discussed
Radiators and Pandemics, A Curious Marriage, a topical and
insightful lecture. Additional lectures included: 

In Celebration of Penny Speckter

In 2018, Netflix’s Explained thought it
was so interesting, that when they did
an episode on “Punctuation,” they
interviewed you, on-camera, some 56
years after the Interrobang was first
created. At 98, as you were filmed,you
shined against the backdrop of your
quintessential New York apartment,
lined with books and objects, which told
the story of your life. Well into your
career in advertising, at the age of 56,
you decided to get your Bachelor’s 
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With riveting and eloquent talks, they broke through
electronic barriers to share their enthusiasm on diverse
topics. We express our appreciation to each of them: 

You and your beloved husband
Martin Speckter, who you married at
24, operated a successful Madison
Avenue advertising agency for
decades. Martin famously created the
Interrobang. How many of us can say
that they know someone who created
a punctuation mark‽  How that
provided interest and fun over the
years with the punctuation-obsessed. 

(continued from page 1)

Penny at Age 24

Penny at Home during
Netflix Explained  Interview

Online Lectures Take Off (continued from page 1)

If Frames
 Could Talk

Stanford White
In Detail

The Appearance
of the Past

We are grateful for our very supportive audience, and we look
forward to welcoming you back in-person to future       
 General Society Lectures.

 found at: https://bit.ly/3dR1etp

https://bit.ly/3dR1etp
https://bit.ly/3dR1etp
https://bit.ly/3dR1etp
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David Cataneo, Fire Suppression Instructor
We welcome Dave Cataneo as our
newest Mechanics Institute instructor.
Dave was born and raised on Staten
Island, along with his brother, John,
who also teaches at Mechanics
Institute.  “Beginning in my early
teens,” Dave told us, “I worked on
weekends and summers for our Dad’s
small plumbing company.

Construction Project Management Graduate, Eve Litvin
Last summer, because of the
pandemic, we weren’t able to
celebrate our 2020 graduating
Mechanics Institutes students
with proper pomp and
circumstance. We all longed for
robes, mortarboards, and the
joy of giving and receiving
diplomas, but it wasn’t meant to
be. Or so we thought. Meet Eve
Litvin. Eve arrived in the U.S. 
 from Russia in 2010.

Her immigration was difficult, but she never gave up. She worked
first in the service industry and then moved on to construction.
She holds a Masters degree in Engineering and she looked
forward to working in a career she loves. A friend suggested she
apply to the Construction Project Management program at
Mechanics Institute and we accepted her immediately. She was
delighted but then another blessing arrived. She found she was
pregnant. She wondered how she would be able to handle a full-
time job working for a general contractor, along with going to
school and caring for a newborn. “But my mantra is, Always go
forward,” Eve told us, and she did.
Eve’s son, Samuel, arrived healthy and happy during MI’s January
winter break. Two weeks later, Eve returned to school for the
spring semester. “It was harder than I expected,” she said. “It was
very difficult to be a student and mom to a new-born
simultaneously, but my goal was to graduate.  I wanted to show to
my son that he has a strong mom.” Two years passed quickly and
Eve kept to her busy schedule. But then in  March 2020, the
pandemic arrived and MI classes moved online to Zoom. Eve
accepted that, but at the end of the semester she learned that we
could not hold our traditional graduation ceremony.
“I realized that I had missed my graduation ceremony when I
finished university in Russia,” Eve said. “I did not want to miss
this ceremony as well, so I borrowed a cap & gown from my friend
and headed for West 44th Street.” And this is when the magic
happened. Eve showed up at our Mechanics Institute building on
October 15th, fully dressed for graduation, along with Samuel to
cheer her on. Executive Director Victoria Dengel gathered the
staff and created a ceremony like no other. She presented Eve’s
diploma with great pomp and circumstance. President Dan
Holohan joined the impromptu celebration by FaceTime and joy
filled our beautiful library. “It was one of the happiest moments I
have experienced in our beautiful building,” Holohan said.
Reflecting on that day, Eve said, “It was one of the most important
occasions in my life. I could not resist doing this.”  And we are so
glad she did. Eve’s strength and spirit is a gift to the Class of 2020,
and to us all. “I want to thank all the teachers and the staff of our
school for all the knowledge that they gave me and for their hard
work,” Eve said. “I appreciate that I was a part of the Mechanics
Institute.”  And so do we. In a year of turmoil, Eve Litvin brought
magic into our lives. We are so grateful for her, and  wish Eve and
Samuel the best of all things in life.

"I graduated from Monsignor Farrell High School and
attended St. John's University. I commuted to school while
working various jobs, including as a warehouse boy in an
electrical-supply house, and for a commercial roofing
company. “After six years, the roofing company went out of
business and I was engaged to Elaine, who encouraged me
to go out on my own. Several years earlier, my father had
shelved his Master Plumber’s License (#399!) and went to
work for another company. I asked him if he would
consider going into business with me and reactivating his
license until I could take the test for my own. He agreed
and we were soon joined by my brother, John.
    “Fully aware that there was much I didn’t know, I
enrolled in Mechanics Institute, where I learned the ‘why’
and not just the ‘how’ behind what my dad had taught me. I
learned the guiding principles of our trade: the properties
of fluids and gases in motion, and at different
temperatures; how to size piping systems to account for
the effects of friction and pressure, and so much more.  We
read and discussed the NYC Plumbing Code from cover to
cover, and I learned the plan-reading and math skills that
we still use every day. I was taught that we are in the
public health business.”  Dave was 26 years old when he
earned his Master Plumber’s license. “A few years later, the
City created a separate Fire Suppression license, and it was
then that I learned another codebook. I really enjoyed this
aspect of our trade, and it got my company us into much
bigger buildings and more challenging projects.” Dave has
a fine way of seeing big pictures when it comes to his trade.
“I’ve had a front-row seat to the recent revolution in our
trade that began with 9/11 and the Deutsche Bank fire,
through the 2nd Avenue gas explosion, and continuing
with the pandemic and issues pertaining to the equity and
opportunity that access to the trades can provide.
Everything we thought we knew has changed, and just
being handy with tools doesn’t cut it any longer. GSMT and
the Mechanics Institute are critical to that mission.”
We asked Dave what he would most like his Fire
Suppression students to take from his course. Dave said, “If
I could get anything across to our students, it’s this: We
have always been essential workers, but it matters more
now than ever before.” We welcome Dave Cataneo to the
Mechanics Institute faculty, knowing that he will certainly
make our city a safer place. As he said, it matters more now
than ever before.
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World Jewelry Confederation. Jose’s family left Germany for
Colombia in 1938. Upon arriving there, an immigration
official changed his name from Josef to Jose, the name he
embraced for the rest of his long life. At 14, his parents’
illness forced him to leave school and take a job working for
a Viennese goldsmith.  Three years later, he came to the U.S.,
where he worked in several jewelry jobs, graduated high
school, and studied at the Gemological Institute of America.
He served in the U.S. military for four years and then became
a full-time jeweler, working for American designer David
Webb. In 1958, he set up his own design business. His pieces
often made it to the red carpet and high-end style
magazines, and won him several design awards. He served
two terms as president of the World Jewelry Confederation
in the late-’90s. In addition to other activities, he founded a
number of groups to help emerging jewelers, and taught at
New York’s Fashion Institute of Technology, where he helped
create a jewelry course that is still available today.
 As we consider the life of Jose Hess, and all those he guided
and mentored, we also remember that he made the decision
early on in his career to become a student at Mechanics
Institute, beginning with the Fall 1957 semester and
graduating with his class on April 11, 1960.  Our archivist,
Angelo Vigorito tells us, “The history of Jewelry Design at
Mechanics Institute is related to drafting and drawing
classes that eventually became organized into a specific
program. Its beginnings appeared in 1929, with instruction
continuing in some form until 1978. The Jewelry Design
Program consisted of four courses: Applied Art, Commercial
Art, Lettering, and Jewelry Designing. Mechanics Institute
awarded the last diploma in Jewelry Designing in 1962,
although an instructor for Jewelry Design was listed until
1978, when the classes were probably free-standing or an
elective, similar to our current AutoCad offerings.” We are
proud to have played a part in the life of this remarkable
man who brought beauty to the world, through his work and
by how he chose to live. The lives touched by the Mechanics
Institute reach deeply into our past. Most of us were
children (some not yet born) in 1960 when Jose Hess walked
the aisle in our beautiful Library to accept his diploma. He
left us with great hopes and dreams, knowing that by
hammer and hand all arts do stand. We remember him
during these troubled times, knowing that those who came
before us also struggled mightily, but with a little help, they
succeeded. 

Before C. F. Theodore, one of his older brothers, went to New
York in 1848 in order to avoid the requirement of joining the
German army, he and some of his brothers had learned
something of piano making from their father. In May 1850,
after C.F. Theodore wrote back to the family that a good
living could be made in New York piano factories, Henry
packed up his family except for his eldest son, and sailed to
New York, arriving in June.
Like his brothers, Albert spent his career at Steinway & Sons
in New York, where he became a full partner at the age of 21
and oversaw every aspect of piano production, including
managing the 420-man workforce, scouring the country for
the finest woods, and supervising constant revision and
expansion of the Steinway factories.
German-born but dedicated to his adopted country, Albert
enlisted in the New York State Militia in 1861 during the
early stages of the Civil War and served as a private in the
Seventh Regiment, eventually becoming a lieutenant in the
Fifth Regiment of the New York National Guard in 1863.

While searching our General Society
membership database for a possible
association with the Stevens family, owners
of the Elysian Fields in Hoboken, NJ where
early organized baseball games were
played, our Archivist did not find that
connection, but did come upon another
interesting previously unknown
relationship. Albert Steinway was born in
Seesen, Germany on June 10, 1840 to 

After his service, Albert was involved not only in the
Steinway and Sons piano-making business while filing
several patents, but was also heavily involved in planning
and overseeing the development of their 400-acre Astoria
property, where the Steinway business began to re-locate in
1871. His concept of “Steinway Village” became a complete
company town, with its own sawmill, foundries and factory,
with parks, amenities and housing for employees. Before this
major activity began, however, Albert Steinway applied for
membership in the General Society of Mechanics and
Tradesmen  on January 12th, and was initiated as member
number 2654 on April 5th 1865, signing our Membership
Register in his own hand, listing his trade as “Piano forte
Maker.”

Henry and Julianne Steinway. Henry was a maker of pianos
in Seesen, where he had lived since 1820.

Albert Steinway

Albert Steinway's GSMT Membership Register Signature as Member #2654

Don't Play Ball...Play Piano!

Now, with the Steinway & Sons showroom a block away on
6th Avenue and 43rd Street, as our midtown neighbor since
2016, The General Society can count one of their Sons as one
of our Brothers!  

Jose Hess and Mechanics Institute Jewelry Design 
We read of the passing of Mechanics
Institute student, Jose Hess, with
sadness, but also with wonder and joy.
He led a beautiful life. He was a leader
in the jewelry industry and he passed
peacefully at the age of 87. “Jose was
one of a handful of people that one can
truly describe as having changed our
industry, and he left it a better place,”
said Gaetano Cavalieri, president of the Jose Hess



P l e a s e  H e l p  t h e  G e n e r a l  S o c i e t y  S u p p o r t  O u r  P r o g r a m s

This March, GSMT members Alex Marx and Dennis Held did
a beautiful job of mounting 22 plaques on random chairs
throughout our Assembly Room. The design our Brothers
selected fits perfectly into the historic nature of this
beautiful room on the second floor of 20 West 44th Street.
Our founders will now be even more present with us in
spirit when we once again gather in person for General
Membership Meetings. Thanks to Brothers Marx and Held
for a fine effort!

 

Not much is recorded of the lives led by our founding
members, but we have come across some interesting things
about a few. John Burger, whose dedicated chair is now in
the front row of the Assembly Room was born in 1747 and
lived to be 81 years old. He worked as a silver- and
goldsmith from 1784 to 1805. He advertised in the New York
Packet and American Advertiser on January 1, 1784 thusly:
"John Burger, Gold and Silver-Smith, has again returned to
this city to the house he formerly occupied, No. 11 Hanover-
Square, where he means to carry on his business in all its
branches. As he carried on business but a few months
before the evacuation in 1776, his friends and the public
had not an opportunity of knowing his abilities; but he
doubts not but he will be able to give general satisfaction,
having since had five years experience with that noted and
proficient mechanic Mr. Myer Myers."
In October 1803, he was appointed Coroner of New York
City. Originally, Manhattan had two coroners, each
assigned a physician and a clerk, so we assume John Burger,
being a silversmith, was chosen for his ability to focus with
great attention on details. 
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The historic GSMT building has space to rent for programs and special events.

- Our grand, three-story library
- Balcony/Museum
- Conference Rooms for smaller meetings
- Classrooms available for regular daytime use or evening lectures, classes,         
 receptions and more

For more information, call  The General Society 
office, (212) 840-1840 ext. 2, or visit our website at www.generalsociety.org 
and click Rent Space.

Our Founders Take a Seat! The Legacy of Penny & Martin Speckter

. . .continued on page 6

   In this Age of the Internet, in this time of pandemic, so
much of what we yearn to know comes to us by way of
screens, large and small. 
We think of this as we look up at the stacks in the beautiful
space that is The General Society’s Library, New York City’s
second-oldest membership circulating library. There is
something about holding a book in your hands and feeling
the texture of the paper, the strength of the spine, the smell
of the pages that just doesn’t arrive when you tap on your
Kindle or click your mouse.
Printed books just seem more alive to us. They sit patiently
and wait for us to reach out in curiosity so that they might
show us a world of ideas. And that world just got 2,000
books richer. 
Long-time Board Member and GSMT News  Editor in Chief 
 Penny Speckter, who passed away in December 2020, read
those books and gave them a home in her apartment for
much of the nearly 101 years that she lived. Penny loved
those books, which span some 150 years, and have now
transformed the West Alcove of The General Society Library
into a space dedicated to her memory. They, like Penny,
have found a new home.   

. . .continued on page 6

Vintage Portraits of Penny and
Martin in the GSMT Library with  

their cherished books  

Also now a part of the Library is a collection of some thirty
miniature printing presses and additional personal objects,
many of which relate to the decades-long careers of Penny and
Martin Speckter, both prominent Advertising Executives, with
accounts such as The Wall Street Journal.

Plaque Dedicated to the First General Society President
Robert Boyd (1785)  

One of Martin's & Penny's many
antique printing presses on display



This could also explain how he became, in 1825, the
Regulator of Public Clocks in New York City. We asked
Nicholas Manousos, our neighbor at the Horological Society
of New York about this. He said, “Regulating a clock (or a
watch) is a very specific task, which is different from more
common tasks like cleaning, lubricating, or replacing a
broken part.  In 1825, the reference time was likely a precise
pocket watch that the Regulator carried with him. It is
interesting to consider that in 1825, clocks and watches were
still very expensive and only owned by wealthy people. The
majority of people in NYC likely read the time from a nearby
public clock. Because of this, the job of Regulator of Public
Clocks was quite important. If John Burger had made a
mistake and set the wrong time on one of the clocks he
looked after, hundreds or even thousands of people could
miss appointments or be late for work.”
Brother John Burger lived a long and interesting life at a
time when anything seemed possible in a very young
America. We thank him and the 21 other Founders who will
now take a symbolic (and very inspirational) seat at all of
our gatherings. 

The Legacy of Penny & Martin Speckter
(continued from page 5)

All of the objects that Penny left us have been placed
under the guidance of Archivist Angelo A. Vigorito and
Executive Director Victoria A. Dengel, Penny’s dear
friends and collaborators on the GSMT News .  
And if you look at our masthead, you’ll note that Penny
Speckter Spiritus  continues to guide us going forward as
we share General Society news with you in the coming
years.   
And as we continue to recover from these trying times, we
look forward to sharing our wonderful Library space, now
infused with new beauty and objects of interest, once
again with all of New York!

And what could be better than that

Martin K. Speckter (1915-1988), Penny's husband of many
years, was also responsible for creating a punctuation mark
known as the Interrobang (‽). Archival materials relating to
the mark are also on display in the Library.
While the Interobang has not yet caught on in general use, we
love it because it marries the question mark and the
exclamation  point into one elegant character that
exemplifies Penny’s life. She was forever learning,
questioning, and absolutely delighted with all that life had to
teach her. We suspect that her husband Martin may have
found his inspiration for his unique punctuation mark in this
remarkable woman, who began each day with a question mark
and ended each day with an exclamation point, a truly fine
way to live.

A Section of the Library West Wing Alcove
Housing The Legacy of Penny & Martin Speckter Featuring

Items Related to The Interrobang, a Unique Punctuation Mark
Created by Martin in 1962  

Our Founders Take a Seat!    
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(continued from page 5)

Alex and Dennis Display
 Hands-On Teamwork 

Setting the Plaque For 
General Society
Third President

 Anthony Post (1789)

Brother Marx "Marks The Spot"
While Brother Held Prepares the

Plaque For Installation
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How our motto came to be

The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths guild began in London in 1299 and was
chartered by that city in 1571. At the start, the guild included gunsmiths and
clockmakers, but those two trades later formed their own organizations. 
On June 24, 1610, a coat of arms was granted to the Blacksmiths and this is how
the motto, "By Hammer and Hand All Arts Do Stand" was born. The guild
originally set regulations and standards for blacksmiths in the City of London,
but this right eroded over time. 
By 1785, they held no regulatory power and decided not to renew the lease on
their hall. Trustees, however, continued to administer the funds of the Society,
and their focus shifted more toward social issues, where it remains today.
1785 was also the year that 22 tradesmen gathered in Walter Heyer’s public
house on Pine Street and founded The General Society of Mechanics and
Tradesmen of the City of New York, also with social issues in mind. Robert Boyd,
our first president, was a blacksmith, and we suspect that the proud tradition of
The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths was very much on his mind when the
conversation turned that day toward what motto the nascent General Society of
Mechanics and Tradesmen should adopt.
And so it is that centuries later we continue to proclaim, "By Hammer And Hand
All Arts Do Stand!"

Mechanics Institute Receives Bequest 
Honoring David M. Waldstein 
David M. Waldstein (1928-2015) was the brother of Hope R. [Waldstein] Fischer
and was a 1959 graduate of Mechanics Institute receiving a diploma in
Architectural Drafting. He went on to have a long and fulfilling career in the
building industry. 
The impact of a Mechanics Institute (MI) education remained in the mind of Ms.
Fischer when she included the Mechanics Institute, an educational program of
The General Society, in a list of organizations benefiting from the proceeds of
her estate.   
Established in 1858, the Mechanics Institute provides tuition-free evening
instruction in trades-related education. It provides a critical service for men
and women in the building and construction industry by enhancing knowledge
and depth of understanding in their respective trades. This improves job
performance and provides career advancement. Without a tuition-free
education, many of our students would be unable to get the education needed
to advance in today's environment.
We are deeply grateful to the Hope R. Fischer Trust for this gift honoring her
brother, MI alumnus, David M. Waldstein.  The General Society is planning to
use this generous bequest to further its mission with a modernization project
focusing on the Mechanics Institute's classrooms.

Hammering On... The General Society
of Mechanics & Tradesmen of

the City of New York
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"By Hammer & Hand 
All Arts Do Stand"



   The churches of Europe are graced by many magnificent stained
glass windows which have a mystical meaning for viewers. The
General Society is proud of its beautiful stained glass example
which is about to undergo a thorough cleaning after  many years
of gracing the building’s lobby. Our window was installed during
the 1903 reconstruction and expansion of the building.  
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The General Society of
Mechanics & Tradesmen
20 West 44th Street
New York, NY 10036

Check our website for current updates on General Society Programs and send us your email to receive event information:
www.generalsociety.org

STAINED GLASS SPLENDOR AT 20 WEST 44TH STREET

landmark building for over a century.  The company Rambusch — Designers, Fabricators & Artisans  for over 120 Years
will be performing the restoration. The conservation of this magnificent centerpiece of The General Society of
Mechanics & Tradesmen building will help to ensure that all who come to our doors will encounter the exquisite beauty
and charm of vintage stained glass for generations to come.  

    The original building exterior had a dual
staircase ascending to the first  floor where
the main entrance to  the school was
situated. The photo on the right shows this
entrance that was removed during the
renovation. The existing archway was
extended to the street level,  with a ground
floor entrance and a grand interior staircase
added to replace the exterior design. The
upper doors and window were then replaced
with the stylized multi-color stained glass
that has become an iconic part of our 


