
Mechanics Institute students gathered in the 
Society’s library for orientation on September 
17th at 5:00 p.m. Our first-year Plumbing, HVAC/R, 
and Electrical students were excited to begin. 
Returning students looked like seasoned pros 
as they greeted friends from last semester. The 
same held true the following evening, when we 
gathered our Project Management students for 
the start of the academic year. Executive Director, 
Victoria Dengel, opened the orientations with an 
explanation of what The General Society does, 
and how we have been providing free education 
to the trades since 1858, and impressed upon the 
students that they now join a long and significant 
legacy of students who followed the same path 
which ultimately led to increased opportunities. 
Director Dengel also told them that they were 
sitting in one of New York City’s oldest libraries 
and that this would be an ideal place to do their 
research in the coming years. Director Dengel then 
introduced school chair, Dan Holohan, who spoke 
of Mechanics Institute’s commitment to them as 
students. He then explained that 

It was a dark and stormy night. How-
ever, the unexpected heavy snow and 
high winds weren’t enough to keep 
our supporters away as The Society 
honored Neil Mazzella, whom The 
New York Times has called, The Builder 
of Broadway’s World.
 Society President Gerard Drohan 
welcomed the guests and thanked 
them for braving the weather. He also 
thanked them for their support saying, 

“Since 1785, The General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen 
has been improving the lives of New Yorkers through its tuition-
free Mechanics Institute and its wide range of historical and 
cultural programs. Since 1858, we have continued to provide 
tuition-free evening instruction for men and women in the 
building trades. This provides a critical service to improve job 
opportunities for New Yorkers in the construction industry. 
Without these tuition-free programs, many of our students 
wouldn’t be able to advance in today’s 
environment. Each fall, year in and 
year out, more than 300 students enroll 
in these programs. We are providing 
a critical need for New York City, and 
with your continued support, we will 
remain a vibrant, thriving, work-force-
development program. We can’t thank 
you enough for your generosity, which 
makes all of this possible. You are 
affecting lives in such a positive way.” 
 He then introduced Executive 

Director, Victoria Dengel. Director Den-
gel noted that several years ago, Bever-
ly Miller, President of the United Scenic 
Artists, Local USA 829, first introduced 
us to Neil Mazzella who kindly agreed 
to be one of our Labor Lecture Series 
speakers. He provided a behind-the-
scenes look at set design and the cre-
ative trades on Broadway. Since then, 
we have welcomed Mr. Mazzella into 
The Society as a Brother and a member.
 Director Dengel said, “Our hon-

oree is Chairman of Hudson Scenic Studio Inc., the world leader 
in scenic construction and automation. They have provided the 
technical design, custom-fabrication, engineering, scenic deco-
ration, and theatrical automation for more than 450 Broadway 
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This year, The General Society Lectures series cel-
ebrates 182 years of public lectures, a tradition  
of cultural education that started at the Society 
in 1837.  The Society holds public programs on a 
range of topics related to the art of craftsmanship, 
architecture, historic preservation, literature, la-
bor and urban history. Some highlights of the Fall 
2018 Labor, Literature and Landmark lecture se-
ries follow below: 

2018 Fall Lectures

On October 23, author and artist, Adam Van 
Doren discussed his new book, The Stones of 
Yale in which he explored the architecture, history 
and spirit of Yale University, held in partnership 
with the New York Landmarks Conservancy.  On 
October 30th, in an engaging talk titled Why 
Unions Still Matter,  Labor Educator, Diane  
Thomas-Holladay, examined the relevance of 
unions in the 21st Century, held in partnership 

Spring 2019 MI Courses Begin January 28

Gerard Drohan,Jr.,

Victoria Dengel

Neil Mazzella

...continued on page 5
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GSMT Celebrates Annual Craftsmanship 
Awards

Instructor Danielle Romano Teaches BIM

shows, as well as touring theatrical productions.
 Hudson’s marquee Broadway credits include: 
Hamilton, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, A Bronx 
Tale, My Fair Lady, Aladdin, Matilda, The Producers, 
Mamma Mia, The Lion King, Chicago, Les Miserables, 
Miss Saigon and Phantom of the Opera.
 Hudson Scenic also provided the labor and sce-
nic elements for the Papal Mass at Yankee Stadium in 
2008. And we think of Mr. Mazzella each New Year’s Eve 
as we watch the Times Square Ball descend its pole, be-
cause that beautiful ball is another of Hudson Scenic’s 
creations.”
 Throughout its nearly four decades, Hudson 
Scenic has employed thousands of Local One IATSE and 
Local USA 829 members in the production of Broadway 
shows and special events.
 Neil Mazzella stepped to the microphone to tell 
the story of how when he first began doing Broadway 
shows in 1978, he was still living in Connecticut, and 
how after each show he would walk east on West 44th 
Street to catch his train at Grand Central. “West 44th is 
an extraordinary street for windows,” he said. “You have 
the Yacht Club, the Harvard Club, the Penn Club, and the 
Bar Association. But the only place that had windows 
that were welcoming was this place,” he said, gesturing 
toward the street. “This is the most welcoming place 
on West 44th Street, and over the years those windows 
have invited me in to listen to lectures on many sub-
jects, and on other days they have just invited me in.”
 He then said that this year he and his fellow pro-
fessionals at Hudson Scenic were so happy to be able 
to volunteer their time and talent to make those iconic 
windows even more beautiful. “And to my friends in 
the theater community,” he added, acknowledging his 
many colleagues who were in attendance to honor him, 
“When I said this is the most welcoming place on West 
44th Street, I mean EAST of 7th Ave.”  That brought 
down the house.
 Mr. Mazzella thanked Local 829 for their sup-
port, and mentioned that he was a Local One IATSE 
union member for many years and is now manage-
ment. “But in the theater we don’t think in those terms,” 
he said. “We think only about getting the show on.” And 
that summed up the strength and the wisdom of our 
honoree. His goal has always been to get the show on, 
and that takes a family. The word he used most dur-
ing his speech was We. He repeatedly thanked us all 
for supporting The Society. We. It was an evening when 
we were honoring Mr. Mazzella, but in his graciousness 
and humility, he just kept saying “WE”. It takes a team. It 
takes a family. He lives that truth. And that is a huge part 
of what makes this man so special.

...continued from page 1 During the day, Danielle Romano 
is a Project Manager for Tishman 
Construction. She has more than 
seven years experience coordi-
nating and installing mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing, fire protec-
tion and security systems in high-
rise buildings. Danielle earned her 
Bachelor’s degree in Architecture 
from New York Institute of Tech-
nology and she is a specialist in 

Building Information Modeling (BIM) from preconstruc-
tion through construction-management. This was her 
first year teaching at Mechanics Institute and we asked 
Danielle to share some of her thoughts about the experi-
ence with us.
 “I teach Autodesk Revit at MI. This is becoming 
a more and more important BIM software for architects, 
engineers, and contractors. My class is a  hands-on, lab, 
where I present an overview of Autodesk’s Revit plat-
form, including architecture, structure, and MEP, along 
with key concepts of BIM and Revit. This is a new topic to 
many of the students and I focused mainly on views-se-
lection methods, levels and grid, walls, doors, windows, 
floors, and ceilings. What I learned from the students 
is that many of them were very interested in learning 
more about Revit’s application to mechanical systems, 
which had not been in my original plan. This seems like 
a very good direction to go for the future because Revit 
is going to play a much larger role in construction in the 
years to come. Many of the people doing mechanical-
system design are using just Autocad right now.”
 Since this was Danielle’s first year teaching, we 
asked her how she enjoyed it and what she learned 
about herself along the way. “That’s a great ques-
tion!” she said. “When you’re teaching adults who have 
worked hard all day you have to keep them entertained 
and engaged. Teaching also made me think more about 
what I do from day-to-day on my job. Teaching adults 
made me realize that within the class we have levels of 
construction experience that range broadly. I had to find 
a common ground from which to work with them all, 
and I had to learn how to keep them engaged from eve-
ning to evening. Some of the students aren’t drafting at 
all at their jobs. They know that BIM is a hot topic in the 
industry right now and they want to be able to open a 
model at work, but they may not want to ever actually 
manage a project. These students just want a working 
knowledge. Others, however, want to become experts. 
Because of this, some days were more challenging than 
others because each student has his or her own needs. 
But we all eventually got where we needed to go, and 
we all learned along the way.” 

Danielle Romano
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Executive Director Victoria Dengel 
received a letter from Izabela 
Borowski, a Mechanics Institute 
student which began, “I just wanted 
to thank you and the whole staff at 
the Mechanics Institute for giving 
me and my fellow students such an 
amazing opportunity.” 
 “I came here from Poland in 

2013. I didn’t plan to stay in the US and I left a year 
short of graduating college; however, life took it’s turn 
and I stayed in New York, became a mother, a wife and 
shortly thereafter went through a lengthy and costly di-
vorce. I am very ambitious and curious, but education, 
especially in the US, is extremely expensive. I have no 
family here, all my relatives are back home, which is 
another limitation I had to face.”
 “Frank S., my boss and my mentor, took some 
classes at the Institute 20-30 years ago and recom-
mended the tuition-free Mechanics Institute to me. For 
the past two years my mom has been coming here from 
Poland for the length of the semester so that I can go to 
school at night, while she takes care of my daughter.”
 “I currently work for a real estate owner in the 
Construction Department and I am looking forward to 
advancing my career within the industry. It would not 
be possible without the education I obtained at the Me-
chanics Institute and I’ll be forever grateful to all the 
staff, and sponsors, for giving opportunity to people 
like me, who are smart, ambitious and motivated, but 
whose lives might have thrown one too many obstacles 
at them.“
 “I’m most thankful for my amazing professors, 
who do an exceptional job sharing all their knowledge 
and experience with us and their hard work and passion 
is refl ected in their lectures and rubs off on the students.”
 “Thanks to the Mechanics Institute I will be able 
to provide a better future to my most precious daughter 
and no words can express my gratitude for that.”

Project Management Student Tells Her Story

with the IATSE Education and Training 
Department & United Scenic Artists 
Local 829. On November 6th, Major 
General Jeffrey L. Milhorn provided 
a fascinating overview and strategic 
update of The Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Worldwide Presence and Operations. On 
November 29th, renowned biographer, 
Blanche Wiesen Cook, described her 
monumental work, Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Volume 3: The War Years and After 1939-1962.
 On December 4, in a 
powerful and moving talk, Jan 
Seidler Ramirez, Chief Curator 
and Executive Vice President 
of Collections at the National 
September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, spoke on Creating a 
Collection for the 9/11 Memorial Museum. On December 
6, acclaimed author, John Strausbaugh discussed Vic-
tory City: A History of New York and New Yorkers during 
World War II. On December 11, architectural historian 
John Tauranac revealed some of the city’s overlooked 
treasures in Manhattan’s Little Secrets: Uncovering 
Mysteries in Brick and Mortar, Glass and Stone.

Future Lectures in 2019

On February 1st, Irene O’Garden will de-
scribe her riveting new memoir, Risking 
The Rapids: How My Wilderness Adven-
ture Healed My Childhood. On March 
12th, Artisan Jeff Wasson, an artist who 
specializes in making historical repro-
ductions of medieval armor, will discuss 
his trade. On March 26th, acclaimed Ko-
rean Chef, Sohui Kim will describe her 
profession and talk about her restau-

rant and her latest book, The Good Fork. On April 2nd, 
Julie Dobrow, will speak about the fascinating lives of 
Mabel Loomis Todd, Emily Dickinson’s fi rst editor, and 
her daughter Millicent Todd Bingham in Born Too Soon, 
Born Too Late, presented in partnership with the Victo-
rian Society. On April 9th, atelier 
Berthold Hoffmann, will discuss 
the design and manufacturing of 
cast iron cookware and sterling-
silver fi ne tableware. On May 7th, 
artisan Bruno Paulin Lopez, mas-
ter upholsterer, will provide an 
overview of his craft.

2019 Landmark Lectures

The Landmarks lectures focus on the origin, development, 
and restoration of New York City’s built environment, 
and celebrate the art and architecture of the City. Lisa 
Easton, a partner in the New York City-based architecture 

and historic preservation fi rm, Easton Architects, 
curates the series. The following four speakers will be 
taking part in the 2019 Landmark Lecture Series: on 
March 19th, Janet W. Foster, architectural historian and 
historic-preservation consultant; on April 16th, Michael 
Devonshire, Director of Conservation, Jan Hird Pokorny 
Associates;  on May 21st, Jean-Francois Furieri, founder 
of Iconoplast, a company specializing in ornamental 
plaster conservation; and on June 18th, Christopher 
P. Pinto, Associate Principal,  Thornton Tomasetti, will 
speak on the restoration of historic structures.  Dates of 
additional General Society lectures will be announced 
on www.generalsociety.org.
 This program is supported in part by public 
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, in partnership with the 
City Council. 

Nearly Two Centuries of Lectures
continued from page 1

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Cover

9/11 Memorial-Firehoue Door Tribute

Bruno Paulin Lopez

Medieval Armor

Izabela Borowski
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Please Help the General Society Support Our Programs

Photos by

Amiaga Photography

The historic GSMT building has space
to rent for programs and special events.
■ Our grand three-story library
■ Balcony/Museum
■ Conference Rooms for smaller meetings
■ Classrooms available for regular daytime use or
   evening lectures, classes, receptions and more

For more information, call  The General Society
offi ce, (212) 840-1840 ext. 2, or visit our website at
www.generalsociety.org and click Rent Space.

When the day arrives that we induct a new member into 
The Society, General Society Archivist, Angelo Vigorito
carefully carries the leather-bound Membership Register 
that goes back to 1785 into the Assembly Room. He 
puts on white gloves, places the delicate book on two 
cushioning wedges, and opens it to the page where the 
newest member will sign his or her name and list their 
trade for posterity. This is a very special moment. That 
person joins more than 4,000 other tradespeople who 
reach back to the beginnings of our nation. Our mission 
has always been to elevate people through education, 
to care for other members, and to protect the honor and 
welfare of  The General Society for future generations.         
 Recently, while working on an electronic, 
alphabetical list of our membership from 1785 to the 
present, Mr. Vigorito, came to the year 1803 and the 
name of Ezekiel Pennoyer. Pausing, Mr. Vigorito thought 
of General Society Member Peter Pennoyer, who also 
was the recipient of the 2017 Craftsmanship Award; 
and he wondered if there were a connection between 
the two, and it turns out there is. Mr. Pennoyer is an 
award-winning, international architect and principal of 
Peter Pennoyer Architects in New York City. His family 
arrived in New Amsterdam in the early-17th Century. 
Ezekiel Pennoyer was a carpenter, a trade much needed 
in New York City in the days not long after the American 
Revolution. Both men helped build this city, each in 
his own way. Ezekiel Pennoyer was the 943rd member 
to sign our historic  Membership Ledger and join The 
Society. This is his signature, beautifully rendered with 
quill and ink pot. There are many pages between Ezekiel 
Pennoyer and his descendant, Peter Pennoyer, in our 
Ledger, many lives lived and many stories formed. We 
reach across time and the delicate pages of our beautiful 
old Ledger to embrace it all.

Here is a photo of a re-
cent acquisition we have 
added to our collection 
of tools, letters, and his-
torical artifacts in the 
showcase located in the 
Society’s Museum. It’s 
a 19th-Century drafting 
set in a beautiful, burled-
walnut box with silver tips 
at each corner. A London 
craftsman made the 7” by 

8” box with its instruments during the 1850’s when our 
Mechanics Institute was just getting its start. Mechanical 
Drawing was a popular subject then, and you will fi nd 
examples of student drawings from that time in our col-
lection. The Society’s famous Mossman Lock Museum is 
on the balcony overlooking our historic library and the 
three-story library stacks. Take some time to explore all 
the treasures you’ll fi nd on our balcony, just outside The 
General Society’s Members Assembly Room.

GSMT’s Historic Membership Register 
Reveals Interesting  Relationship

we expect a similar commitment 
from them. “Be on time; be present. 
And please turn off your phones 
as you come to class,” he said. The 
mention of phone usage during class 
is important because all of Mechanics 
Institute is now a No-Phone Zone. 
“We believe in mono-tasking here,” 
Mechanics Institute Chair Holohan 
said. “If you’re on your phone, you 

are not with us. You are absent.” Director Dengel then 
introduced the 18 faculty members for the Mechanics 
Institute Programs including two new instructors: 
Danielle Romano of Tishman Construction Corporation 
and Kevin McGrath of Henderson Engineering, Inc. 
Each instructor spoke briefl y to the students, welcoming 
them and explaining what  their course will cover, and 
what would be expected from each student. 

Mechanics Institute Launches Its 160th Year 
of Tuition-Free Programs 

Displays on Balcony Showcase Still Growing

...continued from page 1

Dan Holohan
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Horology, the art of making clocks 
and watches, is something very 
special and we are fortunate to 
share our landmarked building 
at 20 West 44th Street with the 
Horological Society of New York 
(HSNY).

   HSNY President Nicholas 
Manousos was visiting our 
Executive Office on the mezzanine 
when he noticed the beautiful, 19th-
Century Seth Thomas regulator 
clock, which has hung motionless 
for longer than any of us can 
remember. Mr. Manousos decided 
to step in and offer to have HSNY 
repair the antique.

 “Justin Shellenberger 
immediately came to mind 
as the man for the job,” Mr. 
Manousos said. “He’s very 
skilled in clock repair and 
HSNY is always looking for 
ways to help our community 
and involve our members.”
 Mr. Shellenberger 
graduated from Rolex’s 
prestigious Lititz Watch 
Technicum in Pennsylvania 
and discovered his love of 
horology along the way. His background in physics 
helped him to understand many of the finer details of 
the theory and he soon enrolled in HSNY’s school to 
build his experience and skills, and he became the first 
student to receive HSNY’s Henry B. Fried scholarship in 
2017. But little did he know HSNY would present him 
with an opportunity to repair a one-of-a-kind clock.
 “The clock had a severely damaged calendar,” 
Mr. Shellenberger said. “I needed to create new parts to 
fix it, and one of the parts I crafted was a calendar hand 
that I redesigned with The Society’s hammer-and-hand 
logo. I came up with the idea to customize the hand as 
an ode to the building in which the clock is housed. Re-
turning the Seth Thomas to working conditions, while 
trying to not represent the repair as falsely original was 
important to me, given its age and history. I’m glad the 
General Society met my suggestion to add a new me-
mento with such enthusiasm.”
 “We are so grateful for the magnificent restora-
tion of our precious clock,” said Society Executive Direc-
tor, Victoria Dengel. “Justin gave a treasured work of 
craftsmanship new life through the dedicated work of 
his hands. He created a very special moment in the his-
tory of the General Society that we will remember each 
time we glance upward at our beautiful clock.”
 Our timeless gratitude goes out to Mr. Shellen-
berger, and to the other highly skilled members of the 
Horological Society of New York. 

Mechanics Institute students are driven 
for different reasons. It’s not easy to 
work all day and then attend classes 
at night. Electrical Technology student 
Suzzy Gonzalez, a native New Yorker, 
stands out because she is currently 
finishing the Construction Management 
program while simultaneously taking 

the Electrical Technology program. That has Ms. 
Gonzalez attending classes four nights a week, and this 
is in addition to her full-time day job as a mechanical 
engineer for the MTA. She is a single mom with a 
daughter, who is now attending college in Boston. Ms. 
Gonzalez has always had a passion for learning. She 
graduated from City College of NY as an evening student 
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. We asked her 
what she liked most about Mechanics Institute and she 
said, “The instructors. They bring their experience to 
each class. They are passionate about sharing all of it 
with us. We truly want to learn and they truly want to 
teach.” Ms. Gonzalez’s goal is to become well-versed 
in her profession and someday become a director of 
a department. “I won’t stop until I’m at that level.” she 
said. “I am determined to succeed.”
 Electrical Technology student 
Edward Best is also driven to succeed. 
But his path was not straight towards 
the electrical field. He, too, is a native 
New Yorker and as a younger man, 
he attended Dominican College on 
a scholarship. He transferred to St. 
Thomas Aquinas College, where he 
studied education at the urging of his sister, who is a 
teacher. He gave it a college try. But it was not meant to 
be. He left a few credits short of earning his degree and 
entered the Electrical trade. This was where his father 
had found happiness.  Mr. Best was also deeply moved 
by reading the life story of preeminent labor leader, 
Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Mr. Best is now a member of IBEW 
Local 3 and working for a large residential contractor. 
 “I’m excited about getting up and going to 
work every day,” he told us. “And I love Mechanics 
Institute because they teach us so well and give us 
an understanding of how to understand the Electrical 
Code. You cannot be an electrician without being an 
expert in the Code. Mr. Best also recalled the story of 
a friend who had attended Mechanics Institute years 
ago who told him that he should attend Mechanics 
Institute because it is the Ph.D. of the trades. Mr. Best 
went on to say that by being accepted into Local 3, he 
can work anywhere in the Country, because Local 3 is 
the standard of excellence as far as he is concerned. Mr. 
Best’s goal is to have a electrical business of his own, 
and he knows that it will be a Union business. “I believe 
in what Unions have done for workers,” he told us.
“And I believe in this Country.”

Time Waited for This ManTwo High-Achieving Students from GSMT’s 
Electrical Technology Program

Suzzy Gonzalez

Edward Best

19th-Century Seth Thomas 
regulator clock

19th-Century Seth Thomas
regulator clock
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Book Group Meetings will start on Thursday, February 7 at 1:00 p.m, when 
Somerset Maugham’s Cakes and Ale will be discussed. On March 7, the 
group will discuss Cannery Row by John Steinbeck, and  on April 4, The 
Group will read Green Mansions by W. H. Hudson. Barbara Hellering, 
Group Leader, will supply the May and June reading titles on our website 
later in the year.  All meetings are on the first Thursday of each month.  If 
you’d like to join us, contact karin.taylor@generalsociety.org.

Book Group’s Reading List for Spring of 2019

Hammering On...

GSMT Again Hosts Open House New York
On Saturday, October 13th, nearly 300 visitors toured our landmarked 
building. Staff members Victoria Dengel, Karin Taylor, Malena Rogers, 
Genesis Jerez, and four Open House New York volunteers provided infor-
mation on our beautiful Library, Lock Museum, and distinguished Mem-
bers’ Assembly Room to enthusiastic visitors.

Greetings From Scotland
On November 20, the staff of  The General Society met with Professor 
Gordon Masterton, Deacon of The Incorporation of Hammermen of 
Glasgow. Professor Masterton was visiting New York and desired to learn 
more about  The General Society, since our motto is closely related to that 
of his organization, “By Hammer IN Hand All Arts Do Stand.” The history 
of our institutions was discussed, with both originally focused upon the 
care and protection of members, their widows and dependents who fell 
on hard times. Whereas The General Society now provides direct tuition-
free education in the trades on its premises, the Hammermen of Glasgow 
presently funds scholars of trade schools and institutions of higher 
education concentrating on engineering, design and craftsmanship.  A 
striking similarity is that both The General Society and the Hammermen 
sponsor an annual Craftsmanship Award.
 During our tour of the Executive Offices, Assembly Room and 
Lock Museum, the original General Society Membership Register was 
displayed for Professor Masterton, pointing out the name of our famous 
Scottish member and benefactor, Andrew Carnegie. Some on-the-spot re-
search of our list also found three members with the name Masterton. 
Maybe the General Society connections to the Deacon of the Hammermen 
of Glasgow are more truly and closely related than we think! 

The General Society 
of Mechanics &

Tradesmen of the 
City of New York
“By Hammer and Hand 

All Arts Do Stand”

The General Society of 
Mechanics & Tradesmen

20 West 44th Street 
New York, NY 10036

212.840.1840

For GSMT Event Calendar, visit the
General Society website at

www.generalsociety.org

News, photos and editorial suggestions from 
members are welcome and can be sent to 

pennyspeckter@gmail.com
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GSMT Hosts Artisan Guild of America (AGA) Exhibit
When the AGA discovered the space they had planned to use for their 
October members’ exhibit would not be available, their President, Ernie 
Smith, appealed to The General Society, hoping they might reschedule the 
event to our Library. The event, “Meet Your Maker,” would feature the work 
that the various artisan members produced, ranging from decorative em-
broidery, quilting, marbleizing, gilding, furniture making and many other 
hard-to-find handmade items desired by the interior decorating trade. 
Over twenty exhibitors participated. The General Society met Ernie Smith, 
who is also President of Penn & Fletcher, designers of creative embroi-
dery, when he spoke at one of our Artisan Lectures several years ago and 
exhibited the beautiful embroideries his company produced.
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Our building holds many hidden treasures. Few people get to descend the ladder-
like steps to our basement to see our two 
abandoned steam boilers. These boilers 
were retired when we switched from mak-
ing our own steam to buying steam from 
ConEd. The change made maintenance 
much easier but there was no feasible 
way to get those two sleeping giants out 
of our basement. They’re made of brick 
and steel and each is 20 feet long, 10 feet 
wide, and 10 feet tall. They once burned 
coal and then fuel oil. They sit heavily, 
face-to-face, and always will because the Victorians literally built the building 
around these boilers. The doors of each show the proud name of the boilermaker: 
James Curran Manufacturing Company, New  York City. The address of that long-
gone company was 512-514 West 36 Street, an address upon which now rises 
the Hudson Yards Project. We find it delightful that our huge antique boilers were 
once muscled into life just blocks away from R.H. Macy’s.

Check our  webs i te  fo r  cu r ren t  updates  on GSMT Events  and send us  your  e -ma i l  to  rece ive  event  in fo rmat ion :  www.genera lsoc ie ty.org

The General Society of
Mechanics & Tradesmen

20 West 44th Street
New York, NY 10036

The Behemoths in Our Basement

Sign on door of one of the boilers.

The building in which the boilers were
manufactured. 


