
STAND 
AGAINST 
CHILD 
ABUSE
C O N F E R E N C E

McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center Presents

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019
ONCENTER• SYRACUSE, NY

THIS CONFERENCE IS INTENDED FOR
School Personnel, Prosecutors, Law Enforcement, Probation Officers, 

Child Protective/Child Welfare Personnel, Mental Health Professionals, 
Medical Providers and Other Professionals Working with Children

S P O N S O R E D   B Y:

SUNY Upstate Medical University is recognized 
by the New York State Education Department’s 
(NYSED) State Board for Social Work as an 
approved provider of continuing education for 
licensed social workers #0291.



COST:
$95 per person

$85 per person for Early Bird Registration (by August 26th)

$75 per person if FOUR (4) or more register together from the same company 

FREE PARKING: Oncenter Parking Garage, 800 South State Street, Syracuse 13202

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 

8:30 to 8:35 a.m. 

8:35 to 9:35 a.m. 

9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

11:00 to 12:00 p.m. 

12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

1:15 to 2:15 p.m. 

2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Registration & Continental 

Breakfast Welcome

Keynote Presentation

Workshop Session 1

Workshop Session 2

Lunch

Workshop Session 3

Workshop Session 4 (Workshops 4A & 4D go until 4pm)

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION:   8:35 to 9:35 a.m.

In Antwone's moving, yet humerous keynote 
address, he shares his conviction of the importance 
of facing challenges of life head on and how to 
overcome or accept those challenges that you can 
not change. He explains the significance of self 
reliance, literacy, and buliding a life of consequence 
that improves oneself, the community and the 
society at large.  

Antwone Fisher is a screenwriter, poet, lecturer and best-selling author. Born to a 
teenage mother in an Ohio prison, Fisher suffered 12 years of abuse in his foster 
family. He is the writer, co-producer and subject of the Fox Searchlight Pictures film 
“ANTWONE FISHER.” His autobiographical book Finding Fish: a memoir is a New York 
Times and national bestseller.

 Keynote Speaker
Antwone Fisher



WORKSHOP SESSION 1:  9:45 to 10:45 a.m.

OPTION 1A
Reception with Keynote Speaker
Presenter: Antwone Fisher - Screenwriter, Poet, Lecturer and best-selling author
Reception with Antwone Fisher to allow participants to have a more intimate question and 
answer session with the keynote speaker. 

OPTION 1B
Our Babies are Dying
Presenter: Christine Larkin - Child Fatality Review Team Coordinator 

Presenter: Brian Ehret, Chief Forensic Investigator, Medical Examiner’s Office
This workshop will discuss prevention measures, and will review American Academy 
of Pediatrics recommendations for safe sleep. The Chief Medical Examiner Investigator will 
explain his role in death investigations with the use of visuals and props for re-enacting crime 
scenes. 

Christine Larkin is the coordinator of the Onondaga County Child Fatality Review Team in 
Syracuse. In 2010, Christine retired as an Assistant Director from the Onondaga County DSS 
Children’s Division after 31 years of service. Her career started as one of the first Sex Abuse Unit 
Investigators. She was one of the first CPS Investigators to conduct joint investigations with law 
enforcement.

Brian Ehret is the Senior Forensic Investigator at the Onondaga County Medical Examiner's Office 
located at the regional Center for Forensic Sciences in Syracuse, New York.  He has over 25 
years of experience in forensic science and medicolegal death investigation.  He lectures on 
local, state, national, and international levels regarding the importance of legally-
defensible medicolegal death scene investigations, the need for standardized scene procedures 
that should be followed, “Every Scene, Every Time,” as well as the importance of proper protocol 
and etiquette when working closing with grieving family members, especially surrounding the 
death of children.    

OPTION 1C
A Case Study: People Vs. Ryan Lawrence (Baby Maddox)
Presenter:  District Attorney William Fitzpatrick 
Discussion of the investigation and prosecution of Ryan Lawrence, guilty of the murder of his 
daughter, from the initial Amber Alert and multiple crime scene investigations to 
determination of criminal charges

William Fitzpatrick: For over 39 years, the last 26 as our county’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer, 
District Attorney Fitzpatrick has served the people of Onondaga County.  He has the respect of his 
peers not only in New York State, but across the country.  DA Fitzpatrick is a nationally recognized 
expert on infant deaths, cold case reviews, forensic science and prosecutorial ethics.  He currently 
serves as Chair of the New York State District Attorney’s Association Committee on Fair and Ethical 
Administration of Justice, including the Best Practices Committee, a committee he created, which 
combines the talents of New York’s top prosecutors to help set protocols for identification 
procedures, interrogation techniques and other strategies – all in an effort to get the best case 
before a jury and eliminate wrongful arrests and wrong-full convictions.  



OPTION 2A
Held Together by a Thread of Evidence: Working as a Team to Build 
Stronger Child Abuse Cases for Court
Presenter:  Rick Trunfio, First Chief Assistant District Attorney
The dynamics of child abuse cases make them notoriously challenging to prove in a court of 
law. Late disclosures, recantations, lack of corroboration, lack of medical forensic evidence, 
and how the non-cooperative parent or caretaker can sink a case before it gets started. This 
workshop will focus on how MDTs can work together to overcome some of the more 
problematic dynamics of child abuse cases, how investigators can enhance and improve 
their skills and techniques, and how prosecutors can piece it all together to hold perpetrators 
accountable, in both neglect and abuse proceedings, and criminal prosecutions. 

Rick Trunfio is the First Chief Assistant District Attorney for the Onondaga County District 
Attorney’s Office in Syracuse, NY where he runs the day-to-day operations of the office.  He 
previously served as chief of the Homicide Bureau and remains responsible for the investigation of 
all suspicious infant deaths and the prosecution of child homicide cases.  His homicide experience 
includes prosecuting death penalty cases, serial killers and cold cases. He has also served as 
Bureau Chief of the Special Victims Bureau where he specialized in the investigation and 
prosecution of child sexual and physical abuse cases, sexual assaults against adults and domestic 
violence.  Chief ADA Trunfio presents at training conferences across the country on  topics which 
include child abuse, sexual assault, domestic violence, homicide, cold case investigations & 
prosecutions, forensic evidence, ethics & professional responsibility, and general trial skills.

OPTION 2B
Painting Through the Pain: Using Art to Process Trauma 
Presenter: Jennifer Nadler, Founder & Director of The Center for Creative Arts & Healing

Trauma can often leave survivors struggling to find the words to process their traumatic 
experiences. Art can be an incredibly powerful and healing tool in addition to traditional talk 
therapy. For some, being able to make art around traumatic experiences, rather than talk about 
them, can make starting the process of looking at the trauma less scary. Their art can speak for 
them. It’s important to understand that art is about the process, not the product. Jennifer will share 
her own personal experiences using art throughout her healing journey from childhood sexual, 
physical, and emotional abuse. Artistic background or experience is not needed! 

Jennifer Nadler is an international speaker & sexual assault survivor who speaks to all branches 
of the military, at state, national & international conferences, on college and high school 
campuses & for community organizations. She is a speaker’s bureau member for the Rape, Abuse 
and Incest National Network, as well as for the Office for Victims of Crime.  She earned her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in education at Le Moyne College.

WORKSHOP SESSION 2:  11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

OPTION 2C
The Art of Uncertainty & the Limits of the Child Abuse Diagnosis 
Presenter: Dr. Ann Botash, MD

The purpose of this workshop is for educational quality improvement of child abuse 
cases. This workshop will discuss recognition of child abuse and the needs for advocacy 
beyond reporting. Dr. Botash will analyze child abuse cases and discuss the next steps in 
communication management, particularly when abuse is uncertain. 

Dr. Ann Botash, Professor of Pediatrics at SUNY Upstate Medical University, is a certified child 
abuse pediatrician. She is the Director of the statewide network of Child Abuse Medical 
Providers (CHAMP) and has been the Director, and now Co-Director of the Child Abuse Referral 
and Evaluation Program for over 25 years.



OPTION 2D

Adopting a Trauma-Informed Approach for Queer and Trans Youth 
Presenters: Tyler Sliker, Vera House Clinical Program Coordinator 

Rates of childhood trauma are alarmingly high, and experiences of violent trauma are 
particularly common. Among queer and trans youth, rates of exposure to potentially 
traumatic events are even higher than for their heterosexual & cisgender peers.  Many 
queer and trans youth are also facing traumatic stress as a result of various other 
intersecting identities, compounding the challenges this population is set to overcome.  
As human service providers & victim advocates, it’s our responsibility to provide culturally 
humble & trauma-informed care to our queer and trans youth victims & survivors.  This 
workshop will explore the prevalence and impact of traumatic stress on queer & trans 
youth and practical strategies for adopting a trauma-informed approach.

Tyler Sliker is a Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist serving as the Clinical Program 
Coordinator at Vera House.  Tyler co-facilitates the CNY area’s only LGBTQ+ Survivor’s Group 
and the nation’s first LGBTQ-centered violence prevention curriculum, “Queer Life”.  Tyler was 
previously the director of the Q Center in Syracuse, the local LGBTQ youth center.  As part of 
Tyler’s graduate program at Syracuse University, they were on the Gender Expansive Treatment 
Team, gaining specialized training in working with transgender & gender non-binary 
individuals, couples and families.

WORKSHOP SESSION 3:  1:15 to 2:15 p.m.

OPTION 3A
A Case Study: Understanding Victim Behavior
Presenter: Sura Page, LCSW-R, NCCE

Presenter: District Attorney John Muehl
This workshop will present a complicated child sexual abuse case involving 2 victims that 
disclosed several years after being removed from their abuser. District Attorney John Muehl will 
discuss the complexities that were involved in this case and how they were addressed in this 
trial. Sura Page will explore the conceptual framework of the child sexual abuse, and the 
dynamics of child sexual abuse relationships. The presenters will discuss the connections this 
specific case has with Child Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome. Finally, they will 
examine the need and benefit of utilizing expert witness testimony to inform and educate 
the jury regarding CSAAS and child victim behavior.

Sura Page is a graduate of Fordham University. She has been practicing as a Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker for over 22 years, specializing in the areas of trauma, sexual abuse and intimate 
partner violence. Sura has become recognized in Superior Criminal Courts in New York as an expert 
witness regarding victim behavior in the areas of sexual abuse and domestic violence and has 
testified as an expert in criminal and family courts.  
John Muehl has been the Otsego County District Attorney since 2004. He was an intricate part of 
starting the Otsego County Child Advocacy Center in 2005. He has presented at various conferences. 
He currently serves on the Otsego County Treatment Court Team and the Otsego County Child 
Advocacy multidisciplinary team. 



OPTION 3B
Consensus on Abusive Head Trauma in Young Children
Presenter: Dr. Alicia Pekarsky, MD

Presenter: Dr. Iram Ashraf, MD 
Increasing numbers of claims that recent scientific studies are changing the medical 
community’s consensus on Abusive Head Trauma (AHT) have appeared in the media, legal 
journals and legal cases. In addition, questions about AHT arise frequently among the many 
professionals who work with abused children, long before a case potentially goes to court. 
In this presentation, we will demonstrate that there is no controversy regarding the 
medical validity of AHT. We will also review the prevalence of AHT, explore medical mimics, and 
discuss the consequences of missed cases of AHT. The presentation will end with Dr. Ashraf 
and Dr. Pekarsky debunking several alternate hypothesis that are presented to professionals 
working with abused children, often to shift the diagnoses from abuse to, a medical condition. 

Dr. Pekarsky is among one of just over 200 pediatricians in the U.S. that are board certified in child 
abuse pediatrics. Dr. Pekarsky is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Upstate Golisano Children’s 
Hospital, who trains and educates medical learners in eliminating wrongful arrests and 
wrong-ful convictions.  
Iram Ashraf, MD, is a child abuse pediatrics fellow at SUNY Upstate Medical University. Dr. Ashraf 
graduated from St. George's University School of Medicine and completed a residency in Pediatrics 
at SUNY Upstate Medical University in 2018. Her research interests include quality improvement in 
patient care and child maltreatment prevention. 

OPTION 3C
Hope Is a Verb
Presenter: Alison Feigh, Director – Jacob Wetterling Resource Center
We want the world to be a safe place for all children, but how do we create that reality? This 
presentation will cover current trends we see in crimes against children, both in person and 
online, with an emphasis on what we can do to make things better and brighter for all youth. 
The focus will shift from what we are afraid of to what we can do to help create safer 
childhoods. 

Alison Feigh, Director of the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center in Minneapolis. She has a Masters in 
Criminal Justice and has been in the field for almost 20 years. She has presented on various topics to 
include child safety, wellbeing, advocacy, missing children and online safety. She is an expert in 
the field of child abuse and has been a keynote speaker throughout the years at various conferences.

OPTION 3D
Child Abuse Prevention Education in Your Community:  What is High 
Five!?  
Presenters:  McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center Outreach Team 
Learn about McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center’s premier child abuse prevention program, 
High Five! for K-2nd grades.  This workshop will include an overview of the High Five! 
curriculum,  how the program can be implemented in your schools and other youth serving 
organizations, as well as the importance of communication with both home, and school.  
Participants will have the opportunity to purchase the curriculum and to sign up for a full day 
of "Train the Trainer", offered at our Center.



WORKSHOP SESSION 4:  2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
(4A & 4D until 4:00pm)

OPTION 4A
Trauma Informed Response to Victims  (2:30-4:00pm)
Presenter: Fred Fletcher, former Chief of Police for Chattanooga Tennessee
Victims react to the psychological trauma of a crime in various ways. In order to ensure they 
receive the care they need, participants must become familiar with the impact of trauma, 
and the concept of trauma-informed care. This session will build the capacity of responding 
officers through understanding the impacts of trauma, and how to apply a trauma informed 
approach to working with victims

Fred Fletcher served for more than 20 years as a police officer and law enforcement leader in 
Austin, Texas, before becoming Chief of Police in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In command roles, he 
implemented victim-centered and trauma-informed efforts, including expanding system-based 
advocacy services, robust community advocacy partnerships, and creative initiatives like restorative 
justice. In Chattanooga, Chief Fletcher helped build the city’s first Family Justice Center bringing law 
enforcement together with community-based and system-based advocacy to better support victims 
of trauma. He also built Chattanooga’s first Victim Services Unit (VSU). Since retiring from the 
Chattanooga Police Department, Chief Fletcher has remained active in consulting, training, and 
supporting agencies and their leaders in building victim-centered and trauma-informed 
organizations. Chief Fletcher is currently a principal at Melior Consulting - A Space for Better. 

OPTION 4B
Overcoming Incest
Presenter: Katie Gardner
Katie Gardner, a survivor of incest, will share her story of strength and hope. She will talk about 
how she has used this tragic event in her life to bring hope to others. 

Katie Gardner Between the ages of 8-12 Katie was sexually abused by one of her older brothers, 
James Bailey. At the age of 18, she reported her abuse. On April 7th, 2017 James was sentenced to 32 
years in prison for the crimes he committed. Today, she is 25 years old, here to share her experience 
through her abuse, trial, and prosecution of her brother James. 

OPTION 4C
Less is More
Presenter: Maureen Foran-Mocete, Outreach & Education Program Coordinator 
Less Is More highlights the integral role a mandated reporter has in the child abuse 
investigation process, by understanding what is needed to make a call to the SCR, how to get 
the information needed without questioning the child, and what happens after a call is made.  
The role of the CAC in this process is also highlighted.

Maureen Foran-Mocete has educated children from Pre-K to 12th grade, developed training and 
development programs, and taught in the refugee community. Presently, she is the Sr. Community 
Outreach & Education Specialist at McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center working in 50 schools 
presenting prevention and education programs.



OPTION 4D
Understanding Human Trafficking in Today’s Youth Population 
(2:30-4:00pm) 
Presenter: Erin Yeager, McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center Deputy Director

Presenter: Essence Williams, CSEC Victim Advocate

Presenter: Todd Grant, Sr. Investigator NY State Police

An overview of human trafficking and child exploitation with effective strategies for awareness, 
prevention, and advocacy. Investigator, Todd Grant, will discuss case samples. 

Todd Grant having 15 years with the New York State Police, has worked investigations, computer 
crimes, and undercover assignments. Todd has a Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice from Utica College. 

Erin Yeager became part of the Onondaga County Safe Harbor initiative with McMahon Ryan Child 
Advocacy Center as the Anti Trafficking Program Coordinator in 2013.  Erin provided direct service to 
clients and awareness education within the community on sex trafficking and exploitation. In 2018, 
Erin became the Director of Advocacy with McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center. Currently, Erin is 
the Deputy Director of McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center.

Essence Williams has worked with over 100 youth that have been victimized by Human Trafficking. 
She provides intense case management and advocacy services while successfully maintaining 
relationships and building rapport with high risk youth in our community. 

CEU CREDITS – Total Registration Fee:  $25
To register for Social Work CEU Credits during this conference, 

you will need to visit this link: 
https://www.upstatefoundation.org/CE

SUNY Upstate Medical University is recognized by the New York State 
Education Department’s (NYSED) State Board for Social Work as an 

approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers 
#SW-0291.



NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE ( ______  ) ____________________ EMAIL ______________________________________________________

Workshop Session 1:  Please select (1A, 1B, or 1C )    fi           rst choice: ______________second choice: ______________

Workshop Session 2:  Please select (2A, 2B, 2C or 2D)          first choice: ______________second choice: ______________

Workshop Session 3:  Please select (3A, 3B, 3C or 3D)          first choice: ______________second choice: ______________

Workshop Session 4:  Please select (4A, 4B, 4C, or 4D)  first choice: ______________second choice: ______________

TOTAL PAYMENT:  $ _______________________________________ PAID BY:      qCheck        qCredit Card:      qMC        qVisa 

Credit Card # _________________________________Billing Zip Code _______________________________________ 

Expiration Date: _______________________________3-Digit Security Code: ___________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please include other group members’ names on a separate sheet and enclose with this form.

REGISTER BY  F R I DAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH

REGISTER AT:
https://standagainstchildabuse2019.eventbrite.com or 

COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW & MAIL TO: 
McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center 
601 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13202

Or 
Email to dwalk@mcmahonryan.org or fax to 315-701-3040

2019 Conference Sponsor

SUNY Upstate Medical University is recognized by the New York State 
Education Department’s (NYSED) State Board for Social Work as an approved 
provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #0291.




