
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 17, 2024 

11:15 AM 
 

Welcome to St. John’s Norwood! 
At the heart of our church family is a desire to reflect God’s love and gracious hospitality to all. 

Our members represent a variety of racial and ethnic backgrounds, nationalities, family configurations, political 
affiliations, sexual orientations, abilities, and religious traditions. We are single, married, partnered, divorced, 

widowed, remarried, LGBTQIA+, with and without children, empty nesters, old and young, and  
people with disabilities; you name it - we are here, and we’re glad you’ve come. 

Families of young children: 
Nursery Care is available for children under age 6; just ask a member of the Welcome Team. 
Kid’s Kits and Sunday Papers are located at the Wisconsin Avenue entrance to the Nave. 

A Children’s Library Collection is available in the lounge, just outside the front-right doors of the Nave. 

For more information about St. John’s, see the St. John’s Notes and News bulletin.
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Voluntary   
 Offertoire Théodore Dubois 
    (1837-1924) 

Please stand and face the procession  
Opening Hymn 149  “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” OLD 124TH 
 
 

The Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity  

 Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
 People God’s mercy endures for ever. Amen. 
 Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

 People Amen. 

 

Kyrie    JKWest 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 People Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 

Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where 
true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

The Reading Hebrews 5:5-10 

 Lector A reading from the Book of Hebrews. 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to 
the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm  51:1-13 
 Plainsong setting by David Kelley 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
loving-kindness; in your great compassion blot out 
my offenses. 

Wash me through and through from my wickedness 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me. 

Against you only have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight. 

And so you are justified when you speak and 
upright in your judgment. 

Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner 
from my mother's womb. 

For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and 
will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash 
me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body 
you have broken may rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my 
iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence and take not 
your holy Spirit from me. 

Give me the joy of your saving help again and 
sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
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Please stand and sing 

Hymn at the Sequence 474   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ROCKINGHAM 

The Gospel John 12:20-33 

 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that 
I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon The Rev. Sari Ateek, Rector 

Please stand as you are able 
The Nicene Creed 

 People We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  

 Leader Trusting in God’s righteousness, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation, saying: 
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

  Brief silence. 

  For the church, that in this season of repentance the people of God may, with sincere hearts, 
reshape their lives in accordance with the Gospel. 
Merciful God, 

 People Hear our prayer. 

 Leader For peace among the nations and justice within them, and for integrity within their 
governments.  
Merciful God, 

 People Hear our prayer. 

 Leader For our local community and all who live here, that we may make our neighborhoods places of 
hospitality and care.  
Merciful God, 

 People Hear our prayer. 

 Leader For the poor and oppressed, that they may find deliverance from their distress, and for all who 
seek to alleviate human suffering. 
Merciful God, 

 People Hear our prayer. 

 Leader For all who suffer illness of mind or body and for those who care for them, that they may be 
healed and know the joy of abundant life. 

  Merciful God, 
 People Hear our prayer. 

 Leader For those who have died, especially those whom we now name, silently or aloud. (Pause for 
remembrances.) That they might find eternal life with you. 

  Merciful God, 
 People Hear our prayer. 

 Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor: 
 People Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
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  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 People Amen. 

The Peace 

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People And also with you. 

Please be seated 

Welcome and Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Anthem at the Offertory   How Lovely is thy Dwelling Place Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 

Please stand and sing 

Presentation Hymn JESUS, MEINE ZUVERSICHT 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we 
are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for 
ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus S-124 David Hurd 

 

 
Celebrant Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
Lord and God of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 

 People Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem  S 161 David Hurd 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

 

 Celebrant All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
  We welcome those of you who are joining us online. May the grace that flows from this table find 

you wherever you may be, and may that grace be yours in abundance this day. 
  We who are many, and in many places, are one body, 
 People because we all share in one bread and one cup.  
 Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion of the People 

At St. John’s, all are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 

Our “bread” is in the form of wheat-based wafers (though gluten-free are also available) and our wine is fermented/contains alcohol.   
You may receive the wine from a silver chalice, or keep your wafer in hand to intinct (dip) in a ceramic chalice.   

If you prefer to receive the bread only, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest after receiving the bread. 
Or, if you’d like to receive a blessing instead of communion, simply come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  

If you require assistance to reach the altar or need to receive Communion at your seat, please inform a Welcome Team member. 

Healing Prayer Ministers are available for private prayer in the Tower Lobby (to the right of the pulpit). 
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Music at the Communion   Ave Verum  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
  (1756-1791) 

Communion Hymn  Jesus Remember Me Taizé 

Sung several times 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The Prayer after Communion 

 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 People Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

 People Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 495   Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus IN BABILONE 

 

 

The Dismissal 

 Deacon Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the Good News. 
 People Thanks be to God.  
 

 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of the forty-day season of Lent,  

traditionally marked by penitence, fasting, and spiritual disciplines meant to help us re-align with God.  
 

In keeping with the penitential posture of the season, our music will reflect the more somber, restrained nature of this holy time. In past 
seasons of church history, the use of the organ was limited (or even forbidden) during Lent.  This year at St. John’s, we acknowledge this 

ancient practice and mark Lent as more restrained and austere by refraining from concluding voluntaries at the end of our worship services.  
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ABOUT THIS SERVICE 
At St. John’s we worship with the most expansive language we can 

to invoke the great mystery that is God among us. 
The music, poetry, and prayers in this liturgy have been adapted for our use 

with permissions from the following sources: 

The Book of Common Prayer 
Sundays & Seasons 
The Hymnal 1982 

Lift Every Voice and Sing II 
Wonder, Love and Praise 

 

 
Leaders in the Liturgy 

Clergy The Rev. Sari Ateek, Rector, Preacher 
 The Rev. Sarah Reynolds, Associate Rector, Celebrant 
 The Rev. Anne Derse, Deacon & Minister for Community Engagement 
Musicians St. John’s Choir & Jason Kent West, Interim Director of Music Ministries  

 

Permissions 

The Book of Common Prayer, © 1979 Church Publishing Incorporated. Used by permission; Sundays and Seasons 2023, Year A, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission; 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Kyrie, Jason Kent West (b. 1958) Copyright © 2018, Used by permission of the composer; Psalm 51, setting: Copyright © 2021 David Kelley, used by permission of the 
composer; Wilt thou own the gift I bring, Text:Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925), Music: Jesus, meine Zuversicht, melody Johann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. after The 
Chorale Book for England, 1863; Sanctus, from New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.; Fraction Anthem from New Plainsong, David 
Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.; Jesus, remember me, Words: Luke 23:42, Taizé Community 1981, Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994), 
Copyright: Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications Inc. 

Permission to reproduce music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A-712666 All rights reserved. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  On July 8, 1975 Rector William Beale and the Vestry discussed a suggestion 
by the Diocese that ordained women priests be invited to preach. Vestry voted 7 to 4 to extend 
an invitation. Two months later, however, Rev. Beale reported that he had not issued any 
invitations and would not as letters and phone calls from parishioners ran 30:1 against the idea. 

 

 
Contact Us 

6701 Wisconsin Avenue, Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
Office Hours: 9 am – 5 pm, Monday - Friday 

www.stjohnsnorwood.org 
office@stjohnsnorwood.org 

(301) 654-7767 
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