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I am a member of Friedens UCC in Indianapolis and have 
been since I was confirmed there in April of 2009. I have served in 
various volunteer and leadership positions there, including going 
on mission trips, participating in youth group, serving on the 
Christian education ministry team, leading vacation bible school, 
and serving regularly as a liturgist in worship. In 2017 I was hired 
by Friedens to be the Revive and Thrive Youth Coordinator; I 
served in that role for one year.  
 

I am currently finishing up my first year of a three-year 
Masters of Divinity program at Eden Theological Seminary. I'm 
thrilled and humbled to announce that I was awarded the Kenneth 
M. Cooper Book Award at Eden Theological Seminary. This award 
is given to a deserving student pursuing preparation for parish 
ministry with priority consideration to sons and daughters of the 
Kentuckiana Association. I'm grateful for the benefit of the sense 
of community seminary has helped me build. This is a benefit I 
pray all seminarians feel, not just during their time at seminary, 
but all their lives. 
 

I would say the greatest challenge of being a member in 
discernment is what Dr. Cornell West calls "learning to die." That is, getting yourself to a place where, 
in search of truth, wisdom and enlightenment, you are willing to sacrifice your most deeply held 
beliefs and embeddedness. Often times we think we are open-minded because we are willing to listen 
and maybe agree to disagree, but if we value the truth above all else we have to be humble enough to 
admit when we are wrong or when we have discovered the truth contradicts what we thought we 
knew.  
 

What is next for me is working and relaxing this summer before I begin my second year of 
seminary in August. This summer I will be continuing to serve as the Christian Education Director at 
Immanuel UCC in Ferguson, MO, where I have been serving since November. As the IKC Annual 
Gathering Coordinator I will be working and sharing in that wonderful event. I will also be traveling 
to Milwaukee in June for the ONA National Gathering and the UCC General Synod.  
 

I hope that my future ministry will be one in which I become a life long learner. One where I 
help amazing people in the fight for justice and comprehensive well-being for all creation. I feel that 
God might also be calling me to do some supply preaching in the St. Louis Area the next few years, 
after graduation who knows, one step at a time!  
 

As a seminarian far from home I would ask that those in the IKC continue to pray for me, for 
seminarians across the country, and for all our members in discernment. I can testify that the power 
of prayer truly stretches across distance and it is a real comfort knowing you've got people back home 
praying for you! Finally, as the Annual Gathering Coordinator I would encourage everyone to register 
for the gathering so we can share in community, fellowship, and build our neighborhood together! 


