
Every year for the past five years Liberty Tabernacle in Louisville, KY, 
holds the R.C. Watts Community Excellence Award Banquet in honor 
of their founding Pastor Richard C. Watts, who was an activist and 
community leader committed to strengthening the community. Dr. 
Watts believed in and exemplified excellence in ministry, 
humanitarian practices and service to the community.  
 
Each year in remembrance of this great man Liberty Tabernacle 
recognizes individuals who exemplify the same traits as Pastor R.C. 

Watts. Rev. Walton O’Bannon received this year’s Humanitarian Award. 
 

Rev. Walton O’Bannon was recognized for her work with Emmaus Ministries, Inc., which 
was founded by her and her husband. Founded on May 29, 2014, Emmaus Ministries Inc. exists 
to compassionately meet the spiritual and physical needs of individuals and families who live on 
on the margins of society and of all individuals and families who lack the ability to thrive. We 
intend to challenge systems and the lack of resources through advocacy, education, 
empowerment, awareness spiritual enrichment and partnerships; thereby changing lives one 
journey at a time. 
 

Emmaus Ministries initiatives include: H.E.A.R.T. (HIV Education Awareness and 
Resources) Division, which hosts a weekend conference where experts in the field of HIV 
Services come and share their knowledge with service providers and interested community 
members; S.T.A.N.D. (Students Taking A New Direction) Division, which operates a closed 
program for youth within a local homeless shelter including a licensed therapist who helps 
youth cope with homelessness;  and Sisters on the Journey, a yearly women’s conference held 
in ecumenical partnership with a sisterhood of women ministers and pastors. You can learn 
more on their Facebook page. 
 

Rev. Walton O’Bannon says, “When I hear all of the wonderful things about Pastor 
Watts and all of his accomplishments, I am both honored and humbled to receive the award. 
And it makes me more determined than ever to  live up to the statement in my bio which 
says,  ‘I am determined to be faithful to the call God has on my life to fight against the injustices 
in this world that oppress and attempt to withhold from people. Not only the basic necessities 
of life but also attempt to strip them of their self-worth and dignity. I will minister to and seek 
to empower God’s people to be the very best they can be, no matter where they have been, 
and no matter where they are on life’s journey’.” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/emmausministriesinc/

