Daily Devotions for Those at Home
Ascension Day to Pentecost 2020
This is a resource offered to any who wish to deepen their spiritual life while staying in their own home environment.  If possible, set up a space where you and any others in your household may come, stop, take a few minutes to meditate using words and themes from our Christian heritage.  Your special space may be a window sill, a bed side table, anywhere away from the TV.  While you may place a picture, a candle, a cross, a flower, or some other symbol to remind you of our God at this space, all you really need is a chair, a Bible, and this liturgy.   This resource is designed to carry us together, though separately, in devotion between the two great Christian holy days: The Ascension of our Lord, and The Coming of the Spirit on Pentecost Sunday. 

CENTERING		(use either one of the following dependent on your need)
(A)  On this new day, I give thanks for the gift of life and for the presence of God in my home.  Be with me now, precious Lord.
(B) My help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth, and all that is good.  My soul waits for your healing presence, O God.
PRAYER	OF CONFESSION		(chose either, adapt as you need, fill in the blanks)
(A)  Almighty and most merciful God, you created and are creating still.  In your presence, the limits we are now all feeling are ever so apparent. ----- I need to tell you what is heavy on my mind.----  I confess to you that I have been cynical, judgmental, and selfish.----  I have said things I should not have said ----and did things I am ashamed of.----  I have not cared about the suffering of others like I should ---- and for the promises I made and didn’t keep. ---   We as a people have neglected the land, grasped for material goods, and loved power more than people.   Forgive me Lord.  Forgive us. Come into our hearts and make us new again for Jesus’ sake.  Amen
(B) Most Merciful God, I confess that I am stuck, weighed down by troubles at home ---, worries about my future --- and resentment about my past.---  I can’t seem to free myself from these thoughts.  I have done things I should not have done ---- and not done things that I should have done.----  I surely have not loved you enough and I have not loved my neighbors as myself as I know you want me to do. We live in a society that is broken and abusive and hurting. ----  Forgive me for my part in all that and lead me to have the courage to forgive others and to help change our world for the good.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen      
SIT IN SILENCE AS LONG AS YOU WISH
TRUST THIS ASSURANCE:
	God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever------- that means You------ believes in him will have the freedom, the comfort, the peace, and the joy of eternal life.  That life begins now.  Your sins are forgiven.  Accept this divine gift!  Make Peace where you need to make peace.
THE TWENTY THIRD PSALM	(pause as needed, complete the phrases)
	The Lord is my Shepherd	I shall not want	He makes me lie down in green pastures	he leads me beside still waters	He restores my soul.	He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.	Even though I walk though the valley of the shadow of death	 I will fear no evil.	For you are with me.		Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.	Thou prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.	Thou anoints my head with oil.	My cup overflows.	Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life.		And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
READ A DAILY BIBLE PASSAGE.
	May 21	    Ascension Day	Acts 1: 1-11
	May 22				Psalm 47
	May 23				Luke 24: 44-53
	May 24				John 17: 1-11
	May 25				Psalm 68: 1-10
	May 26				Psalm 68:32-35
	May 27				I Peter 4: 12-14
	May 28				I Peter 5: 6-11
	May 29				Ephesians 1: 15-23
	May 30				Psalm 93
	May 31      Pentecost		Acts 2: 1-21
EXPRESS YOUR FAITH	
	With the blind man	              “ Lord, I believe.”	(John9:38)
With Martha of Bethany	“ Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God”         						(John11: 27)
	With Job			I know that my Redeemer lives”	(Job 19:25)
	With Peter			“Lord, you know everything, You know I love you.”(John 21: 17)
	With Thomas			“My Lord and My God.”		(John 20: 28)
	With Mary Magdalene		“I have seen the Lord!”	(John 20:18)
	With the Pentecost Apostles        “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
	With others in your family and or in your church.
SAY YOUR PRAYERS	(add your own petitions, insert a particular request or name in each)
Holy God, I pray for our world, ----  for the nation, ----for the church ----, the sick, ---- the suffering,---- the lonely,---- the needy,---- myself ----my family, ---- my enemies----  Through Jesus Christ who prays with me when I say, “ Our Father….
DEDICATE AN OFFERING
Decide what one thing you can do today or one gift you can give in thanksgiving for what God has given to us.
GO ABOUT YOUR DAY KNOWING THE BLESSING OF GOD, FATHER, SON AND SPIRIT IS WITH YOU.
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