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NEW SERIES OF COURSES TO BE OFFERED BY PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY OF MINISTRY


In the United Church of Christ we believe in an educated ministry.


We also value the ministry of the laity.


Therefore, we are offering courses to laypersons to empower your ministry.
$ 
If you are a church leader - that is, an Elder, Deacon, Trustee, Church Officer, or committee or fellowship chair - You have been set apart for a ministry of leadership in your church.

$ 
We believe that you are conscientious and would like to do your job well.

$ 
We also believe that the Christian faith is important to you and that you would like to continue to grow in your faith.


Therefore we are offering a series of courses to empower your ministry.


The first of these courses we are calling Consistory/Council 101.  Our goal is to enhance your understanding of how a local congregation and your denomination can function most faithfully.


Sessions will be as follows:

1. 
September 15th
-Making Our Church Meetings Effective

2. 
October 6th

Pastor and People Working Together

3. 
October 27th

Connecting Beyond Ourselves

Sessions will be held on Saturdays, from 10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon.

Sessions will be held at a church near you that has a good internet connection.

Part of each class session will be presented on the internet; part of each class session will consist of discussion at your location.

We have never done this before, so we ask for your patience, as we ask you to register before we have our locations determined.

This will NOT be a boring webinar where one person talks at you, perhaps with a powerpoint.  We believe that good learning will occur if we combine presentation of ideas with time to interact and discuss.  The interaction will be best of persons from more than one congregation can share in the discussion at each location.

Please register with the attached registration form.

This course is being designed by the following leadership team:

Charles A. Maxfield has been a local church pastor of the United Church of Christ for most of the past fifty years, has taught in colleges, has directed Lay Ministry Programs in two conferences of the UCC, wrote A Pilgrim People: A History of the United Church of Christ and Its Antecedents, and is currently interim pastor at St John Hill UCC, Boyertown.

Bob Fogal has lived and/or worked in church-related institutions most of his life. During his career as a leader in nonprofit organizations, he worked with hundreds of volunteer leaders to help them be successful in behalf of the causes they cared about. He currently is pastor of Carversville UCC (in Bucks County), his second pastorate as a licensed minister. 

Geneve Butz, after retiring from conference ministry, has been active as a coach to pastors for the Center for Progressive Renewal and also continues to serve as a Trustee of the UCC Pension Boards.  She is a member of Tabernacle United Church in Philadelphia and Pastor Emerita of Old First UCC in Center City Philadelphia.

