
Thank you to everyone who completed yearend reporting this year. I was pleased that – despite all of the extra stresses 

churches are facing this year – 85% of churches completed the reporting (which is about the average for the past five 

years). This annual reporting is helpful for many reasons. It’s used in the Local Church Profile for churches that are 

searching for a new pastor, by the denomination for research, by UCC affiliated ministries when providing grants and 

loans, in determining how many General Synod delegates each conference receives, and more. It can also just help us 

learn interesting information about 155 churches and 36,021 members that make up the Pennsylvania Southeast 

Conference. 

• Attendance: Attendance decreased by 10% across the conference between 2019 and 2020. (This year’s 
reporting for attendance only included weeks where services were 100% in person. Because there were no 
major church holidays before the pandemic began, it’s not surprising that there would be a decrease this year.) 
Attendance at PSEC churches in 2020 ranged from 5 on a Sunday to 320. 

• Membership: Membership of conference churches decreased by 2% between 2019 and 2020. There were ten 
congregations that each lost 15% or more of their membership last year. Membership of PSEC churches now 
ranges from 6 members to 1,569. 

• Deaths: The Conference churches had a small decrease in the number of deaths between 2019 and 2020, but 19 
churches doubled (or more) the number of member deaths from one year to the other. 

• Offerings/pledges: Overall, PSEC churches saw offerings and pledges decrease by 5% from 2019 to 2020. More 
churches saw a decrease in offering than those with an increase. Three congregations had their offerings cut in 
half from 2020 to 2019. 

 

In recent years, the UCC’s Center for Analytics, Research, Development and Data (CARDD) has included “supplemental 

reporting” questions in the form of an online survey each church is asked to complete with the yearend reporting. This 

year’s reporting focused on questions related to the pandemic and churches’ responses to COVID-19. There were 111 

churches that completed that reporting. Below are some of those questions with the PSEC responses. 
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Compared to your in-person worship attendance before 
the COVID-19 crisis, how would you describe your online 

worship attendance?

Did you stop worshipping in person due to 

COVID-19 at any time? 

   

Has your church held online worship during 

COVID-19? 

   

No 
answer, 
14, 13%

Yes, 76, 
68%

No, 1, 1% Unsure, 20, 
18%

Do you plan to continue offering 
online worship options after the 

pandemic?
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What measures are you planning to implement when you resume in-person worship or are 
currently practicing for in-person worship? Choose all that apply:
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CONTINUED: What measures are you planning to implement when you resume in-person worship 
or are currently practicing for in-person worship? Choose all that apply:
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How has giving in your church changed since COVID-19?

No answer, 3, 3%

We offered electronic 
giving before 3/1/20, 40, 

36%

We have made 
electronic giving 
options available 

since 3/1/20, 17, 15%

We do not have electronic 
giving options, 40, 36%

We are considering 
offering electronic 
giving options, 11, 

10%

Does your church offer electronic giving options?


