
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello! 

My name is Brenda Okorogba, and I am an alumna of YWCA Canada’s Think Big! Lead Now! Young 

Women’s National Leadership Program 2018. 

I want to share my leadership journey with you and invite you to sponsor a young woman to attend 

this year’s leadership program. 

In March 2018, I got an all-expense-paid trip to join 100 young women and non-binary folks for the Think 

Big! Lead Now! Young Women’s National Leadership Program. The summit took place in 

Muskoka, Ontario. The Leadership Summit was filled with fantastic guest speakers, workshops and 

networking opportunities. 

Attending the summit was an excellent experience for me. I gained new skills and also improved on the 

ones I have - my public speaking skills, transformative leadership and interpersonal skills, problem-

solving strategic decision-making and analytical skills, grant writing and project management skills. 

It was such an incredible experience.  

I also had the opportunity of addressing other young women and non-binary folks about self-

esteem and confidence. It was a very emotional and enlightening moment for everyone, as my 

words made the delegates feel heard, valued and honoured.  

During the Think Big! Lead Now! Young Women’s National Leadership Program,  I and other 

delegates participated in various workshops to: 

- learn strategies for effective leadership — in every situation 

- develop a better understanding of anti-racism and anti-oppression in their work 

- enhance financial literacy skills and project management skills 

- are exposed to governance and decision-making 

- acquire new tools for handling confrontation and conflict 

- gain insight, tips, and tricks from women in leadership positions. 

  

https://www.thinkbigleadnow.com/
https://www.thinkbigleadnow.com/


 

In November 2018, I was selected as one of the Young Women’s Leadership Delegates to join YWCA 

Canada as part of their advocacy Day on the Hill to meet with elected Canadian government officials and 

request changes in policy and for $75 million core funding to improve the lives of women and girls through 

our education and training programs.  

Alongside YWCA Senior Staff from Manitoba, I engaged in strategic human-centred advocacy requesting 

for funding and support from the Canadian government and Manitoban political leaders. This experience 

was a big one for me because that was the first time of being to the Parliament Hill to use my voice 

advocating for the women, young girls and non-binary folks across Canada. 

Also, YWCA Canada provided me with an opportunity to be a project planner for the next Think Big! 

Lead Now! Young Women’s National Leadership Program 2020. This opportunity has helped me 

build my project planning, community outreach and communication skills. I really love what I and 

others are doing at the LSAT. 

YWCA Canada also provided me with the opportunity and platform (TBLN 2018 Facebook group) to reach 

out to other young women and non-binary folks from the TBLN Summit. I supported young women review 

the CVs that got them jobs; connected them to opportunities, especially scholarships and bursaries, 

leadership programs and educational resources. One of my best moments was when a young woman 

reached out to me for support as she had an academic challenge in school. I was able to offer a peer-to-peer 

mentorship which really helped her through school. Moving forward, I used all the skills and my 

experience from the summit to make more impact in my community. I was recently honoured as: 

- Top 25 RBC Canadian Immigrant Award 2019 

- Top 100 Black Women to Watch in 2019 

- Princess Diana Award 2019 

- Mayor's Volunteer Award Winnipeg 2019 

- CA Award (United Kingdom) Young Achiever and Community Leader 2019 

- Divas of Colour, Woman of Inspiration Award 2019 

- Future Leader of Manitoba (FLM) Top 9 Finalist 2019 

- The Future Award Africa (TFAA) Finalist 2018. 

I am reminded that as a young woman, I can be wholly committed to inspiring, motivating and 

empowering others to be the best they can be. YWCA Canada has provided me with skills and life-

changing experience that made it possible to remain passionate about improving quality of life by 

promoting access to inclusive education which can equip people with the tools required to develop 

innovative solutions to the world’s most significant problems. 

Your sponsorship of $500, $750, $1,000 or any other amount will ignite a young person’s 

commitment to lead the change in their communities as it has done with me. 

Thank you so much for your support. It is greatly needed and appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Okorogba 

YWCA Canada – LSAT member 

Founder and Chief Inspiration Officer, Momentswithbren (MWB). 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/36263

