
Winterizing Garden Tools 

 

Once the growing season is over and we begin cleaning out the beds and gardens, we 

look forward to cool weather activities, putting the garden tools away, and not thinking 

about them until next spring. But trust me, your garden tools will love you if you think 

ahead and do some things to prepare them for winter storage.  Now is the perfect time to 

winterize garden tools. Preparing the tools for winter storage is not a difficult as you might 

think.   

Hand tools 

The most important thing to do, if you do nothing else, is to remove all the soil and caked 

on mud that accumulates on the tools. Leaving this on the tool will cause rust and etching 

and greatly shorten the life of the tool. To do this just use a wire brush, then rinse and dry 

thoroughly. Very dirty tools may need to be soaked in warm water first to soften the caked-

on material. Once dry, store them inside so they will stay this way.  

Rust happens over time when tools are exposed to moisture. Cleaning them and making 

sure they are dry will help to avoid this. If you do find some rust, remove it first with some 

fine sandpaper or a light wire brush. Once the rust is gone, you may consider sterilizing 

them with a dilute bleach solution. Then, rub the tool with light oil. As for the wooden 

handles, lightly sand and rub in a bit of penetrating oil or wax to keep them from 

splintering.  

Pruning shears 

Clean the shears as you do the hand tools. If they have been used all summer, they may 

be dull and need an edge sharpened. To sharpen pruning shears, you will need an oil 

stone or a high carbon steel honing tool.  Open the shears and place them in a vise and 

run the stone or honing tool over them in one direction until they are sharp. Pruning trees 

can result in your shears accumulating tree sap on them. Simply remove this with 

turpentine. TIP: an emery board helps to remove debris from the tight places on pruners. 

Shovels, spades, hoes 

These tools also become dull with use. Sharpen the edges with a file or sharpening stone.  

Just hold the file or stone at an angle over the beveled edge and push in one direction 

away from the blade. Then, turn them over and lightly file the back side of the blade on 

the edge to remove the “burr” that is created from sharpening the first side. 

Gasoline engines 

Lawn mowers, weed trimmers, and blowers need some special attention. It is always a 

good idea to use a fuel stabilizing agent (e.g. Sta-Bil) in your gas can all summer long. 

Whether or not this is done, add some to the tank (following manufacturer's directions), 



then run the engine for a few minutes. Most recommend keeping the gas tank full of 

stabilized gas over the winter to avoid condensation. Replace the oil before you store 

them. Old oil becomes thick and sludgy when it is stored in the cold and tools will not run 

well next spring if you neglect this step. Use a pie plate to catch the oil.  Replace worn 

parts and fuel filters. Clean or replace spark plugs. Sharpen your lawn mower blade and 

oil it. Then, next Spring, when the repair shops are backed up, you will not have to wait 

to have it serviced. 

Taking these steps to winterize garden tools can take a few hours if you only have a small 

number of garden tools, or a few days if you have a larger farm-style property. But the 

rewards of doing so are so many. You will have the satisfaction of seeing them all neatly 

stored for the winter, as well as the knowledge that all your tools will be in good shape 

and ready to go first thing next spring. After all, come next spring, you will want to be 

planting and not messing with rusted tools…...or even worse, replacing them! 

 

 

 


