Designing a Beautiful Garden
Principles of Simplicity and Sequence

A well-designed garden seamlessly integrates the elements and principles of design to create a visually
appealing and functional outdoor space. The six elements of garden design—Iline, form, texture, color,
value, and mass—serve as the foundation for structuring landscapes. These elements work in tandem
with six key principles: scale, balance, rhythm, emphasis, simplicity, and sequence. While all principles
contribute to the garden’s overall aesthetic, simplicity and sequence play particularly crucial roles in
maintaining clarity and coherence, ensuring the design remains inviting rather than overwhelming.

Simplicity: Avoiding Clutter and Enhancing Focus

Simplicity in garden design involves eliminating unnecessary elements and focusing on a clear,
well-organized layout. It does not mean a lack of detail but rather an intentional selection of plants,
materials, and design features that contribute to a unified and
harmonious space. Simplicity helps prevent visual clutter,
making the garden more enjoyable and easier to maintain.

One way to achieve simplicity is through plant selection.
Instead of using a wide variety of unrelated species, a garden
benefits from a well-curated selection of plants with similar
characteristics. For example, a border planting of three to five
plant varieties repeated throughout the space creates a
cohesive, calming effect. In contrast, a mixture of too many
colors, textures, and plant forms can make a garden feel
chaotic.

Hardscaping elements also play a role in simplicity. A
well-designed patio with a single material, such as natural
stone or brick, contributes to a clean and cohesive look.
However, combining multiple unrelated materials—such as
wood, metal, and several different types of stone—can create
visual disarray. Keeping a consistent theme in pathways,
fences, and decorative structures strengthens the sense of
order in a garden.

Another aspect of simplicity is functionality. Each element in

the garden should serve a purpose, whether aesthetic or practical. Over decorating with excessive
statues, planters, or garden ornaments can detract from the beauty of the landscape rather than
enhance it. Instead, focusing on a few meaningful focal points, such as a single striking sculpture or a
well-placed bench, can maintain simplicity while still adding interest.



Sequence: Creating Smooth Transitions

Sequence in garden design refers to the gradual progression of elements to create a sense of
movement and flow. This principle is essential for guiding the viewer’s eye through the space in a
natural and pleasing way. Sequence is often achieved through gradual changes in plant height, color,
texture, or value.

A common example of sequence is seen in layering
plants. A well-designed flower bed might start with
low-growing groundcovers in the foreground,
followed by medium-height perennials, and then

{ taller shrubs or trees in the background. This
gradual transition ensures a smooth,
natural-looking progression that adds depth and

| dimension to the garden.

Sequence can also be applied through color.
Instead of abrupt color changes, a garden can
transition from one hue to another using
intermediary shades. For instance, a flower bed transitioning from deep red to bright yellow might use
orange flowers in between to create a smoother visual flow.

Pathways also benefit from sequence. A winding garden path that gradually narrows as it leads to a
focal point, such as a fountain or seating area, creates a sense of depth and intrigue. Additionally,
repeating specific hardscape elements, such as evenly spaced stepping stones or consistently placed
lighting, reinforces sequence and helps unify the space.

Conclusion

By incorporating simplicity and sequence, gardeners can create landscapes that are both visually
pleasing and easy to navigate. Simplicity reduces visual clutter and enhances focus, ensuring that each
element serves a purpose. Sequence ensures smooth transitions, guiding movement through the
garden in a natural and harmonious way. Together, these principles contribute to a well-balanced and
thoughtfully designed garden that is both functional and beautiful.

Resources:

Oklahoma Gardening Design Series: Specimen Plants

Oklahoma Gardening Design Series: Types of Plantings

Homeowner Garden Design Series: Elements and Principles of Design
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https://youtu.be/Nip58pCu280?si=YbaUzicb-rm84JiN
https://youtu.be/2eBj_zTfVkw?si=WdWZ1tUspH5tqWW7
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/homeowner-garden-design-series-elements-and-principles-of-design.html

