
PLANTING BARE ROOT ROSES 

 

Bare root roses (i.e. plants sold without soil around their roots) are a cinch to plant 

and grow.  Prepare to plant them in late winter or early spring.  They can arrive at 

home before the ground can be worked - simply keep the roots sprayed with water 

and enclosed in their original packing for up to 10 days in a cool location.  Then, place 

the rose in a container of water to thoroughly moisten the roots 2-12 hours before 

planting. 

 

Choose the location for your new rose that will receive 6-8 hours of sun without trees 

or bushes nearby which could cause shade or to impinge upon the newly planted rose 

or its root zone. Dig the hole about 18 inches deep and wide. Add some compost or 

composted manure to the base of the planting hole mixed with the original soil.  With 

the roots spread out evenly, place into the hole.  Rose fertilizer and root stimulator 

can be applied to the hole at this time. Continue to add original soil/composted 

material until the hole is 2/3 full. Add slow moving water from the garden hose to fill 

up the hole in order to settle the soil around the newly planted root system. Allow 

the water to drain down, then fill up the remainder of the hole with your soil mixture 

to about one inch above the bud union (the swollen area at the base of a grafted plant 

where the new plant was grown on the rootstock). Note there will be no swelling on 

the stem for bare root roses that are grown on their own roots. 

 

Mulch the new rose with your favorite mulching material and water again at the base 

of the rose. To avoid creating a disease problem, keep mulch away from touching the 

rose stem. Check the soil around the rose - do not allow it to dry out but do not 

overwater either.  Once a week watering should be sufficient under normal conditions 

and no supplemental rain. 

 

When the canes begin to sprout and grow leaves, a light rose fertilizer can be applied 

on the surface of the mulch.  Water it into the soil, then look forward to BLOOMS! 

 

-KW 


