
 

Create a Butterfly Garden - 

 

Turn your 

garden into a 

butterfly 
Gathering Place! 

 

 

Create a habitat that will encourage Butterflies, Moths and 

Skippers (all Lepidopterans) to call your garden their full-

time home.  

Their attention grabbing appearance adds both color and 

activity to provide a pleasing and living landscape.  

To do this, you need four things:  

 Nectar plants to feed adult butterflies, (such as 

Lantana, Marigolds, Pentas, etc). 

 Host plants for butterflies to lay their eggs and for 

developing butterflies to feed on. ( Milkweed, Rue, 

Dutchman’s Pipe, Paw Paw Tree, etc). 



 Trees, shrubs or windbreaks to provide protection 

from wind and predators, (Azaleas, Crepe Myrtle, 

Japanese Honeysuckle etc.). 

 Sunny location  

 

 

Monarch caterpiller on asclepias milkweed. 

More Ways to Make Butterflies Feel at Home  

 Add a few light-colored stones protected from the 

wind on which the cold-blooded butterflies can bask in 

the sun.  

 Provide a "puddling" space by burying a shallow 

container of sand and keeping it moist. The butterflies 

will congregate on damp sand to extract needed salts 

and minerals.  

 Place rotting or overripe fruit in a hanging basket 

to attract variety of butterflies. Add fruit every few 

days.  



 

 Share an herb garden with the butterflies! Herbs 

such as dill, fennel, parsley, and chives provide 

excellent food for larvae and produce enough foliage 

to be harvested for your kitchen.  

 

 Decrease Insecticides. One of the most important 

conservation decisions we can make is to avoid the 

use of broad spectrum pesticides. Instead, use less 

harmful spot treatments on plants troubled with pest 

insects.  A good side effect of the decrease in pesticide 

use is the increase of natural enemies. Insects such as 

spiders, lacewings, ladybird beetles and ground 

beetles, help to control unwanted pests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
“Landscaping to Attract Butterflies, Moths and Skippers” 

This OSU Extension fact sheet lists over 150 host and 

larval plants, trees and shrubs suitable for Oklahoma 

landscapes.  It also provides details and suggestions on 

landscaping your Lepidoptera Gathering Place.  

Click here to view Fact Sheet HLA-6430. 

 
 
Further reading, visit these links... 

 

Butterfly section of Tulsa Master Gardener web site  
 

Photos of nectar plants at this link. 

 
Wondering what host plant attracts a specific butterfly?  

Visit this link. 

http://factsheets.okstate.edu/documents/hla-6430-landscaping-to-attract-butterflies-moths-and-skippers/
http://factsheets.okstate.edu/documents/hla-6430-landscaping-to-attract-butterflies-moths-and-skippers/
http://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef006
http://kansasnativeplants.com/butterfly.php

