
Spring Fruit Tree Care 
 
 

As the days grow longer and the temperatures begin to rise, it is time for fruit tree 
enthusiasts to turn their attention to spring care. Proper care during this crucial 
season sets the stage for a bountiful harvest later in the year. Whether you are 
tending to apple, peach, plum, or cherry trees, the principles of spring fruit tree care 
remain largely the same. 
  
Assess Winter Damage 
Before diving into spring maintenance tasks, take a moment to assess your fruit trees 
for any winter damage. Oklahoma's variable weather conditions can sometimes cause 
harm to trees, such as frost cracks or broken branches. Carefully inspect each tree, 
paying close attention to the trunk, branches, and buds. Prune away any damaged or 
dead wood to encourage healthy growth and prevent disease. 
 
Fertilization 
Spring is an opportune time to fertilize fruit trees, providing them with the nutrients 
they need for robust growth and fruit production. Before fertilizing, conduct a soil test 
to determine any deficiencies. Oklahoma State University Extension provides 
comprehensive guidelines for conducting soil tests and interpreting the results (see 
resource #1). Based on the test results, choose a fertilizer specifically formulated for 
fruit trees and apply it according to package instructions. Avoid over-fertilizing, as this 
can lead to excessive foliage growth at the expense of fruit development. 
 
Pruning 
Pruning plays a crucial role in shaping the structure of fruit trees, promoting air 
circulation, and removing diseased or overcrowded branches. Spring pruning should 
be conducted before buds begin to break, typically in late winter to early spring. 
Oklahoma State University Extension offers detailed guidance on annual pruning of 
fruit trees, including techniques for different tree types (see resource #2). When 
pruning, aim to maintain an open canopy that allows sunlight to penetrate evenly 
throughout the tree. Remove any crossing or inward-growing branches, as well as 
water sprouts and suckers emerging from the trunk or rootstock. 
 
 
 



Pest and Disease Management 
Spring is also a critical time to address pest and disease issues before they escalate. 
Keep an eye out for early signs of insect infestations, such as aphids, scale insects, or 
caterpillars. Beneficial insects, such as ladybugs and lacewings, can help keep pest 
populations in check naturally. If necessary, consider applying horticultural oils or 
insecticidal soaps to control pests while minimizing harm to beneficial insects and the 
environment. 
 
Additionally, monitor fruit trees for signs of fungal diseases, such as powdery mildew 
or apple scab. Prune away any infected branches and ensure good air circulation 
around the tree to reduce humidity levels. Applying a preventative fungicide spray 
according to label instructions can help protect trees from fungal diseases throughout 
the growing season. 
 
Mulching and Watering 
Mulching and proper watering are essential for maintaining soil moisture levels and 
suppressing weed growth around fruit trees. Apply a layer of organic mulch, such as 
wood chips or compost, around the base of each tree, leaving a few inches of space 
between the mulch and the trunk to prevent rot. Mulch helps retain moisture, 
regulate soil temperature, minimize weeds, and improve soil structure over time. 
 
When it comes to watering fruit trees, aim for deep, infrequent watering rather than 
frequent shallow watering. Newly planted trees may require frequent watering during 
their first growing season to establish a strong root system. Monitor soil moisture 
levels regularly and adjust watering frequency as needed, considering rainfall and 
temperature fluctuations. 
 
In conclusion, spring is a crucial time for caring for fruit trees in Oklahoma. By 
following these essential steps—assessing winter damage, fertilizing, pruning, 
managing pests and diseases, and mulching and watering—gardening enthusiasts can 
set their fruit trees on the path to health and productivity. Consider reliable resources 
such as the Oklahoma State University Extension for detailed guidance tailored to 
your specific fruit tree species and local growing conditions. 
 
Resources: 
 

1. https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/home-fruit-planting-guide.html 
2. https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/annual-pruning-of-fruit-trees.html 
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