
Christmas Tree Disposal Options 

 

The holidays are over and, for the folks who purchased a live Christmas tree, there are 
quite a few options for you to manage its disposal.  Live Christmas trees are 
biodegradable and can be easily reused or recycled as mulch and for other purposes.  

Here are some recycling options and tips on what to do with your tree after the 
holidays.  Every community is different, but in general, you have these options: 

1.     Curbside pickup – There are many providers who will collect trees during their 
regular pickup schedules for up to two weeks after Christmas although many providers 
have requirements for the size of the tree and will request that all ornaments, tinsel, 
flocking, etc. be removed. 

2.     Consider taking your tree to a local drop-off recycling center.  For Tulsa residents, 
the City of Tulsa’s Green Waste Site, located at 2100 North 145th East Avenue is open 7 
days a week, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., excluding city holidays.  Only green waste is accepted, 
such as trees, limbs and leaves and all products are shredded for mulch.  Trees brought 
to the site must have all decorations removed. 

3.   Cut the tree down to fit into your yard waste container.  All decorations must be 
removed and trees need to be cut into 4-foot sections to fit into the hopper of the 
refuse trucks. 

4.     Check with your local department of public works for information on tree recycling 
and mulching programs.  Some may chip and shred trees and make the mulch available 
for use in your garden.  Ask your hauler about pickup dates in your area. 

5.     There are non-profit organizations that will pick up your tree.  Contact them to 
determine whether there’s a cost or simply a small donation.  In some areas, Boy Scout 
troops offer pickup service for a nominal fee. 

6.     Christmas trees make an effective sand and soil erosion barrier, especially as a 
consideration for lake and river shoreline stabilization. 

7.     Christmas trees make an excellent refuge and feeding area for fish.  Simply sink your 
tree with a rock or cinder block into a private fish pond, where approved of course. 



8.     Don’t forget bird feeders as an option.  Place your Christmas tree in your backyard 
or garden and use it as a bird feeder and sanctuary.  Popcorn and fresh orange slices can 
be strung to attract birds. 

9.     Get a rooted ball and burlap (B&B) tree and plant it in your yard.  Living trees have a 
better survival rate in mild climates. 

 

Final words of caution . . . do NOT burn your Christmas tree in a fireplace or wood stove. 
Due to the rapid nature of a Christmas tree fire, smoke can bellow out of your fireplace 
without warning and fill your home and damage your belongings.  It can also burn so hot 
that it can damage your firebox, flue or chimney.  Also, pines, spruces and firs are some 
of the more popular Christmas trees and have a high sap content that burn very quickly 
and explosively. 

For more information on Christmas tree pickup in your area, log onto: 

http://www.pickyourownchristmastree.org/OklahomaTreeRecyclingDisposal.php  

 

http://www.pickyourownchristmastree.org/OklahomaTreeRecyclingDisposal.php

