
 

Fall Preparation of Flower Beds in Oklahoma 
Tending to Gardens Before Winter’s Rest  

 

As autumn’s gentle chill settles over Oklahoma, gardeners know 

that flower beds require thoughtful attention to ensure a vibrant 

spring ahead. Preparing your garden in the fall not only protects 

delicate perennials from harsh weather but also lays the 

groundwork for healthy soil and vigorous blooms when warmer 

days return.  

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/seasonal-landscape-maintenance.html 

Assessing Your Flower Beds 

Begin by surveying each bed for signs of spent summer growth, 

weeds, and overcrowded plants. Remove faded annuals and prune 

perennials, trimming stems down to a few inches above the soil. 

This encourages the plants to store energy in their roots and helps 

prevent disease by eliminating decaying material. 

 

Soil Care and Amendment 

The unique clay and sandy soils of Oklahoma benefit greatly from 

autumn amendments. Spread a layer of compost or well-rotted 

manure across the beds, gently working it into the top few inches 

with a rake. This introduces vital nutrients while improving soil 

structure, drainage, and aeration. 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/seasonal-landscape-maintenance.html


Mulching for Protection 

Once the beds are cleared and enriched, add two to three inches 

of organic mulch — such as shredded leaves, pine bark, or pecan 

hulls — around your plants and over bare earth. Mulch insulates 

roots from freezing temperatures, suppresses winter weeds, and 

helps retain precious moisture as Oklahoma’s erratic weather 

swings through dry spells. 

 

Dividing and Replanting Perennials 

Autumn is the optimal time to divide overcrowded clumps of irises, 

daylilies, and other hardy perennials. Lift the clumps with a garden 

fork, tease apart the roots, and replant the healthiest sections at 

least a foot apart. Water well to help them establish before winter 

sets in. 

 

Planting Spring Bulbs 

October and November invite the planting of tulips, daffodils, 

hyacinths, and crocus. Choose firm, disease-free bulbs and nestle 

them into loosened soil at the recommended depth, usually 2-3 

times the bulb’s height. Cover with mulch for warmth and wait for 

the awakening in spring. 

https://extension.okstate.edu/programs/gardening/grow-gardening-columns/grow-

columns-2020/sept-20-2020-spring-bulbs.html 

https://extension.okstate.edu/programs/gardening/grow-gardening-columns/grow-columns-2020/sept-20-2020-spring-bulbs.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/programs/gardening/grow-gardening-columns/grow-columns-2020/sept-20-2020-spring-bulbs.html


Pest and Disease Management 

Inspect beds for signs of fungal infection or insect activity. Remove 

any affected leaves or stems and dispose of them right away from 

the garden. Consider using an organic fungicide or insecticidal 

soap if outbreaks persist. Always following label directions to 

protect beneficial insects and pollinators. 

 

Watering and Final Tasks 

Oklahoma’s Fall rains can be unpredictable. After planting and 

mulching, water the beds deeply to settle roots and prevent air 

pockets. Disconnect and store hoses before the first hard freeze 

and clean tools for next season’s use. Label new plantings with 

markers so spring’s shoots will not be mistaken for weeds. 

 

Looking Ahead to Spring 

Thoughtful autumn care ensures that Oklahoma’s flower beds rest 

well beneath winter’s blanket, ready to awaken in a riot of color. 

Take time now to nurture your soil and plants — and come spring, 

your garden will reward you with flourishing life and renewed 

beauty. 


