
 

 

The Mission of Mercy to El Paso and Juarez 
By Anne Marie Werner-Smith 

We delivered them, finally, after 2 ½ 
months of it all sitting in our living 
rooms!! Blame that on Covid-19 
including the fact that the only restrooms 
open between here and El Paso were 
highway rest stops. Filling half of a 
Cargo Van, the donations included 
clothes for all ages, shoes, toys and 
books, nutritional drinks, diapers and 
baby wipes, toiletries, towels and 
washcloths, pillows and bedding and 
more. 

The donations are for the needs of the 
borderland ministries, specifically the 
shelters in El Paso and Juarez that offer 
hospitality to stranded asylum seekers 
supported by the Episcopal Church. 

 

 
Fr. J. J. Bernal of St. Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church in El Paso met us 

(Warren Smith and Anne Marie Werner-
Smith) in a parking lot just this side of 
the Texas border on Tues, June 2nd.  
There are heroes doing the work here: 
Fr. J. J., Cato, Lee Curtis, Fr. Justine 
Gibson, Fr. Jorge Torres and many 
others.   

Donations came from dozens of caring 
persons in several congregations: St. 
Chad’s; St. Thomas of Canterbury; 
Trinity on the Hill, Los Alamos; Holy 
Faith, Santa Fe; St. Phillip’s, Rio 
Communities; St Matthew’s, Los Lunas; 
Holy Cross, Edgewood; Kohl’s 
Department Store and Walmart; and 
many other friends and acquaintances.  



This included money donations of about $1000 that went directly to the purchase of 
food and medicine taken across the border to Juarez.  

 
Here are Padre Torres’ pickups packed for the journey. 

 

 
This mission of mercy is the result of a 
pilgrimage experience Chris 
Blankenship from St. Chad’s and Anne 

Marie Werner-Smith began in November 
of 2019 and which took them to many 
congregations in the southern and 
central parts of the diocese of the Rio 
Grande. Everywhere we went, we felt 
the warm generosity of God’s people, 
caring for those living in the margins. In 
time of national and international 
upheaval, we stand, as Jesus did, in 
solidarity with those people who are 
strangers, marginalized, oppressed and 
with no place to lay their heads.  

One heartwarming story comes from shopping at Kohl’s in Coronado Mall. When the 
manager found out Anne Marie was looking for children’s clothes for shelters in Juarez 
and El Paso, the manager, Denise, gave her a huge discount allowing Anne Marie to 
get hundreds of dollars of items, much more than was originally planned.  

 


