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On Monday, March 29, TDMHSAS Commissioner Marie Williams (pictured
right) helped TAADAS kick off our 2021 Week on the Hill Advocacy. TAADAs sent Advocacy Packets with our bill Briefing sheet and our advocacy
positions to all members of the Legislature. Throughout the week, TAADAS sent packets on these issues based on the following schedule:





Tuesday, March 30 – Parity packet, with emphasis on HB 360 /SB151 as
well as HB 636/SB 603.
Wednesday, March 31 – Naloxone bill packet, with emphasis on the
number of overdose deaths and SB 583 by Crowe / HB 891 by Leatherwood and Ramsey.
Thursday, April 1 – Provider funding, rate increase and the budget
packet, with emphasis on a proposed budget amendment for
TennCare provider rate increases.

TAADAS set up group appointments with Senate Lt. Gov. Randy McNally, Rep. Tim Hicks,
Sen. Bo Watson and Rep. Patsy Hazelwood and each TAADAS member was encouraged to schedule individual appointments with their legislators. Please feel free to continue to send any of the packet information to your House and Senate members.
During a pandemic – shifting events to new platforms and goals has become the norm. Yet, many people
say they can’t wait to get back to ‘normal.’ TAADAS has found a new normal with our expanded Week on
the Hill event. Next year we can combine our week long messaging with in-person visits. Legislators
were very receptive to our materials via email and a combined virtual and in-person event will ensure we
can get a ‘packet’ of our advocacy information to every legislator in coming years.

Can’t want for next year~

Week on the Hill 2021
TAADAS Mission:
“To educate, support
and engage our
members and public,
influence policy and
advocate for
prevention, treatment
and recovery services.”

Inside This Edition:
Week on the Hill……………...…....1
Gov’s K-12 Trust Fund ………...…2
Record Overdoses…………….…..3
News from Capitol Hill……............4
Sports Betting………….…………..5
TAADAS Updates………….……...6
TSPN Recap…………….….….…..7

NATCON….………………………...8
Journey Together..….....….…..9
Calendar…………….....…..….10
ICRC Credentialing…..…..…..11
Kid Central…………………….12
MHART……………..………….13
COD Collaborative... ..…... …..14

TAADAS Members….....…...…15
What is TAADAS…..…...……..16
Membership Application….....17
Recovery Month Banquet…..18

Page 2

Governor’s K-12 Mental Health Initiative
Governor Lee Renews Proposal for Mental
Health Trust Fund—Monday May 29, 2021
$250 million to support services in K-12 schools was
announced at a press conference with Mary Linden
Salter, TAADAS Executive Director, and Misty Leitsch,
TSPN Executive Director in attendance (see photo
below). Because of growing concerns brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee reintroduced the proposal to provide mental health services for school-aged children across the state. The
plan was announced alongside fellow GOP leaders in
the Legislature, including Lt. Gov. Randy McNally and
House Speaker Cameron Sexton. “We’re delighted
to put it back in the budget,” Lt. Gov. McNally said of
the Senate. Sexton said the state is better positioned
to launch the fund now that the economy has rebounded. “We should never let mental illness be a
stigma that characterizes someone for something’s
that bad. It’s just a health condition that we need to help,” he said. The governor first proposed the Mental Health Trust Fund last year before cutting it from the State's fiscal 2021 budget because of potential
shortfalls related to the pandemic. The State plans to seek private donations for the new reserve and will
use investment earnings from the fund to fund more mental health services and prevention programs.
(Press release from TDMHSAS) “The mental health of all Tennessee students is essential to their safety,
education and success beyond the classroom,” said Gov. Lee. “While my administration proposed these
critical mental health supports last year, we now have the available funding and a greater need than ever
before to ensure our students have access to mental health resources. I thank the members of the General Assembly for their partnership in this important effort.”
“We know the earlier we can intervene, the better outcomes are
for children and families,” said TDMHSAS Commissioner Marie Williams, LCSW. “The services that will be funded by this investment
will allow us to increase the services available from community
mental health providers and schools, preventing children from entering mental health crisis situations and ending up in an emergency room.”
Services supported by the Mental Health Trust Fund would include:

Direct clinical services in schools

Suicide prevention and postvention strategies

Trauma-informed programs and practices

Violence and bullying prevention

Project Basic, which includes mental health supports
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The Center for Disease Control (CDC) says 81,230 overdoses occurred between May 2019 and May 2020.
This set a record for such deaths in a 12-month period. Overall, drug overdose deaths jumped by 18 percent from the previous year, with increases recorded in 46 states (by more than 20 percent in 25 of those
states) and just four states recording a decrease.
Deaths attributed to synthetic opioids, mainly fentanyl, increased 38 percent nationwide, but 98 percent
in 10 western states. Overdose deaths tied to cocaine use, often involving co-use or mixing with fentanyl
or heroin, increased about 26 percent, and deaths linked to psychostimulants, such as methamphetamine, increased 35 percent. The CDC noted that the death rate from drug overdoses accelerated as
the coronavirus pandemic set in, disrupting daily life and leading to isolation, depression, anxiety and
economic distress for many, including people with a substance use disorder. In a health alert, the CDC
urged broader distribution and use of naloxone, a medication that can block the effects of an overdose,
as well as expanded prevention and treatment for those struggling with drug use.
The American Medical Association (AMA) has weighed in on the increase in overdoses and called on the
nation’s Governors and Legislators to:

Adopt SAMHSA and DEA rules and guidance in-full for the duration of the national emergency—this
includes flexibility for evaluation and prescribing requirements using telemedicine;

Support the removal of prior authorization, step therapy and other administrative barriers for medications used to treat opioid use disorder; meaningful enforcement of mental health and substance use
disorder parity laws is long overdue

Remove existing barriers for patients with pain to obtain necessary medications. This includes removing arbitrary dose, quantity and refill restrictions on controlled substances; and

Implement and support harm reduction strategies, including removing barriers to sterile needle and
syringe services programs.
Drug overdoses due to Fentanyl have been on the rise in Tennessee as illustrated by the chart courtesy of
the Davidson County Metro
Health Department (see figure right).

Recent Drug interdictions
have seized substantial
amounts of Fentanyl. On
April 6, 2021 in Henry County, TN, authorities report
the seizure of 12 pounds of
methamphetamine, approximately two pounds of fentanyl, some LSD, and nearly
7 pounds of marijuana. A
joint investigation by the
Cheatham County Sheriff Narcotics unit, Clarksville Police and the TBI resulted in the seizure of one
pound of Fentanyl on February 24, 2021 in Cheatham Co. In Ohio state troopers seized a total of 129
pounds of fentanyl in 2020 – enough to kill more than 60 million people.

Record Overdoses
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News from Capitol Hill
April 2021
Nathan Ridley, Esq.

Even a dog knows the difference between being tripped over and being kicked.

State Representative Bruce Griffey is a 58 year old Republican who represents the 75th District composed of
Benton, Henry and Stewart counties. Paris Tennessee is his home now. He has an undergraduate degree and
a law degree from the University of Mississippi. He has his own law office and his wife Rebecca works for the
District Attorney General’s office. Representative Griffey was first elected in 2018 when he defeated the incumbent Tim Wirgau in a hotly contested August primary. In the House committees and subcommittees, the
process works largely on general consensus with most bills passing by voice vote. Representative Griffey developed the unconventional approach of almost always asking for a roll call vote on his unconventional bills.
This proved annoying. After some difficult confrontations with House leaders including the Speaker and
house staffers, Representative Griffey was surprised to learn that his access card for the members only elevator did not work on Thursday morning March 25. Imagine his surprise later that morning at the conclusion of
the floor session when Speaker Cameron Sexton quietly relieved him of all of his committee assignments.
On Monday, April 5, Speaker Sexton permitted Representative Griffey to recover from the Speaker’s kick into
the doghouse and restored his committee assignments as well as his elevator access card.
Schedule Notes.
The General Assembly has opened up the throttle and is fully engaged with a regular schedule of thick calendars before subcommittees and committees. Both the Senate and the House have gone to floor sessions on
late on Monday afternoons and early on Thursday mornings. Soon, they will begin serious work on the package of appropriations bills and will also begin to wind down the session with a floor session on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Calendar Notes.

Make an appointment for your Covid-19 vaccination.

The 2021 legislative session is expected to recess for the year on or around May 7, 2021.

The State and TAADAS will observe the Memorial Day holiday on Monday, May 31, 2021.

The State Board of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors will have two openings in its five slots on June 30,
2021 when two of the members have their terms conclude. One is Chair Ella Britt and the other is our own
Boomer Brown. We are grateful for this service which we know to be generally thankless.

Nathan Ridley serves as Legislative Counsel for
TAADAS and is an attorney with the Nashville
firm, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP. You
may contact him by e-mail at
nridley@bradley.com.
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Sports betting launched in Tennessee in the fall of 2020. The law allows for betting online and on mobile
apps. There are currently no plans for physical sportsbook locations, as the law is designed to regulate
only the online sports betting market. The Tennessee state legislature approved a sports betting bill in
April 2019 and launched sports betting in November 2020. Before then, the only legal form of gambling
that existed was the state lottery. Five percent of the revenue generated for the state is earmarked to
fund problem gambling treatment. The Tennessee Education Lottery (TEL) requires sportsbooks to display responsible gambling information on all marketing material. This has given the Tn REDLINE,
a 24/7 addiction resource hotline run by TAADAS, more visibility than ever in the past four months. Gambling addiction calls to the TN REDLINE hotline have increased dramatically since November of 2020 when
sports betting was initiated in TN. The Tennessee REDLINE saw a 38% year-over-year increase in calls
this January. In that same timeframe, gambling addiction calls grew by an astounding 847%.
Tennessee is now one of the few Southern states with legal sports betting and the only one with online
wagering. Mississippi and Arkansas have active legal sportsbooks, but neither state allows online sports
betting statewide. Online sports betting in Tennessee has seen incredible revenue thus far. The first
week of operation in November of 2020 brought $27 million in wagers. Tennessee collected more than $3
million in sports wagering revenue in December 2020, according to a report from the Tennessee Education Lottery. More than $180 million in legal sports wagers were placed in Tennessee during the month –
the second full month of legal sports betting in the state. December's wager amount was up from more
than $131 million bets placed in November – a record-shattering debut month for any state where sports
betting is legal. Tennessee’s $312.3 million in sports wagers placed in the first two months set a record for
any legal sports betting jurisdiction in the U.S. Indiana held the previous record, producing $126.9 million
in wagers during its first two months in 2019.
In January, the Tennessee Education Lottery Corporation’s Board of Directors Sports Wagering Committee voted 2-0-1- to grant approval to the Advance Financial Money Transmission Company, LLC (“AFMTC”)
to operate within 100-plus Advance Financial storefront locations. Tennessee House Rep. Darren Jernigan
filed HB 824 in response and told Sports Handle Media, “When I learned there was nothing in the law to
prevent it, I thought, ‘You’re kidding me.’ “ TAADAS supports the removal of betting kiosks in cash/direct
lenders as delineated in SB 1029 by Briggs / HB 824 by Jernigan. This bill seeks to curb the possibility that
Tennesseans might use high-risk borrowing for sports gambling. Pandemic stress and financial issues
have lead increasing numbers to look to gambling as a means of income and as diversion during the pandemic lockdown and isolation.

TN Online Sports Betting
Board of Alcohol & Drug Abuse Counselors
Upcoming Meetings:

July 16, 2021
665 Mainstream Drive, Poplar Room
MetroCenter, Nashville, TN
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TAADAS is growing again!
TAADAS asked Chrissi Twilley (pictured right) to join the Bookstore staff in
March. Chrissi had been a REDLINE staffer. Chrissi is working to revamp the
Recovery Books and Things website and storefront. She is active in the recovery community in
Nashville and will be a great asset for customers.
Please watch for updates and new Bookstore
promotions.
The TN REDLINE now has two open positions—
one to replace Chrissi and the other to staff the REDLINE during daytime
weekend hours. The new weekend staffing is needed to address the continued increase in call volume on the REDLINE. Call numbers have been increasing for those seeking substance use treatment as well as those seeking assistance for Gambling disorders. The new online sports betting services in Tennessee have resulted in new recognition and awareness of Gambling disorders. TAADAS connect callers on the REDLINE to Gambling disorder treatment programs. REDLINE calls for Gambling disorders treatment have quadrupled since November when online
sports betting was initiated.

The CPRS Training Contract is also expanding. TAADAS will soon directly employ additional trainers as well as continuing contracts with individual trainers for the CPRS
Training contract. This will mean expanding our staff to include full-time trainers for
this program. Jennifer Jones (pictured left), who had been the TAADAS Project Coordinator, will assume the role of a CPRS trainer starting July 1, 2021. Jennifer had been a
CPRS trainer previously so this will be a seamless transition for her.
TAADAS will be hiring a new Project Coordinator as soon as we can. This position supports the work of TSPN as well as TAADAS administrative functions.

And the Best News of All!

Please help us celebrate the 26th year work anniversary for Laura Durham.
Somehow in the midst of the COVID lock down last year—we missed the opportunity to celebrate her silver anniversary here at TAADAS. We beg her forgiveness. Laura started working at TAADAS as a REDLINE staffer. She quickly
became an invaluable member of the team and as TAADAS grew—Laura
grew right along with us. Laura was subsequently the REDLINE and Clearinghouse Coordinator, the Associate Director and now - Deputy Director. Laura
supervises the Training Contract, the CPRS Training Contract, the REDLINE
and Clearinghouse contracts as well as the distribution of Naloxone kits under our SOR grant. She deserves all our congratulations!

TAADAS Updates
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TSPN ReCap

TSPN
The TSPN team has
grown this quarter with
the additions of Deputy
Director Sandra
Mooney and East Regional Director Emily
Hager. TSPN staff and
volunteers were in
Nashville in March to
become trained as LivingWorks safeTALK
trainers. Veterans
Toolkit booklets created by TSPN are now
available through the
TAADAS Clearinghouse.

Page 8

Join us for NatCon21 from May 3-5, the largest mental health and addiction recovery conference in the
world and your path to practice improvement. What can you expect?
For starters, three days of high-quality content and industry-leading learning. We’re not just covering the
topics that matter to you – we’re delivering the tools you need to tackle today’s challenges.
This is your opportunity to boost your knowledge base and supercharge your organization, while networking with 6,000+ peers from across the country. As an attendee, you will get to:







Hear from world-class speakers, like Carla Harris and Johnny C. Taylor, Jr.
Experience a robust curriculum led by 500+ speakers in health care and beyond.
Take advantage of virtual learning opportunities for leadership growth.
Enjoy a mix of TED-style Talks, Ignite Sessions, Workshops and iPoster Presentations.
Access best-in-class products, technologies and services from 200+ exhibitors.
Add more CE and CME credits to your learning portfolio.

At NatCon21, we’re bringing the most sought-after speakers in mental health and addiction treatment to
the virtual stage – people like Becky Margiotta, a social change pioneer. A “fan favorite” known for her
energizing authenticity, Becky is ready to help you make a big dent in the universe and remind you to be
true to yourself along the way. In her keynote presentation, “Leading with Integrity: How to Repair the
World Without Breaking Yourself,” Becky will share her refreshing, bold approach to social change leadership. Get to know Becky before NatCon21! She is the:

Co-founder of The Billions Institute, where she teaches leaders in the social sector how to spread and scale their solutions to some of the world’s most vexing
problems.

First woman to command a company in the Army’s only Special Operations Signal Battalion, having served as an Army officer for nine years.

Creator of the 100,000 Homes Campaign, who mobilized 186 cities to house
105,000 individuals experiencing homelessness in just four years.

Author of the forthcoming book, “How to Save the World Without Losing Yourself,” and host of the
popular “Unleashing Social Change” podcast.

Recipient of the White House’s “Champions of Change” award and Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship’s “Social Entrepreneur of the Year” award.Stan Bumgarner, StorytellKathy Benson

ing for Those On the Path to
Spiritual Awaking

Time is running out to reserve your seat for NatCon21, the biggest conference in behavioral health – register before April 19 to save $100! Questions? Contact us.
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Karen Dennis

Mike Coupe

Boomer Brown

Amber Stevenson
Trauma Informed Care is
More than a Buzzword

New
Spring
Arrivals!

Toby Abrams
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typically meets in Suite 155 at 1321
TAADAS will be closed: TAADAS
Murfreesboro Pike at 10 am on the second Thursday of
each month and will meet this quarter on:

Memorial Day
May 31

Independence Day
July 4

April 8
May13
June 10
For information please contact:
Mary Linden Salter, Executive Director
615-780-5901, x- 118
marylinden@taadas.org

TAADAS Training Calendar
CANCELLED
Demystifying TechnologyHow to Maximize Your Virtual Potential
Rokeisha Bryant, M.Ed., NCC
April 9, 2021
Case Management
James Campbell, LPC, LAC, MAC, CAC II
April 29, 2021
9:00 AM-12:00 PM CDT
Good Grief-Helping Clients Cope with
Loss -TAADAS and BCBSTN
Mark Sanders, LCSW
May 7, 2021
9:00 AM-12:00 PM CDT
Ethics in Prevention
Bill Gibson, CPS II and Carlton Hall
May 26, 2021
9:00 AM-4:00 PM CDT

Recovery Roundtable - Lauderdale and Tipton Counties
Mary Linden Salter, LCSW and other panelists
June 4, 2021
12:30 PM-4:30 PM CDT
Grief and Resources in the Community
Pastor Walter Green, Pastor D`Acry Deveaux and Jaime Harper
June 11, 2021
1:00 PM -4:00 PM CDT
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Finding resources for children in
Tennessee has never been easier.
With the Kid Central app, you’ll get mobile access to state services, receive useful notifications and have important contact info on the
go.

Visit http://kidcentraltn.com/ for more information and to download the app for android or
iphone.
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The Tennessee Department of
Mental Health & Developmental
Disabilities, Division of Alcohol &
While for many,
Drug Abuse Services, offers
gambling is a
services for problem gamblers
leisure-time
and their loved ones.
activity, for some
it is a problem
If you or someone you
and for others it
can become an know is concerned about
addiction.

gambling, please
contact the following
agency:

The Gambling Clinic at the University
of Memphis 901-678-STOP (7867)
www.thegamblingclinic.memphis.edu
E-mail: gambling@memphis.edu
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TAADAS’ purpose is to:
•

•

The Tennessee Association of Alcohol, Drug
and other Addiction Services (TAADAS) began
March 26, 1976 when a group of concerned
Tennesseans joined together in Chattanooga
for the purpose of “creating and fostering a
statewide association to promote common
interest in prevention, control, and eradication
of alcoholism and other drug dependency.” The
TAADAS mission is to educate the public and
influence state/national policy decisions in
order to improve services to those who are
affected by alcoholism, drug dependency and
other addictions. TAADAS programs are funded
in part by grants from the Tennessee
Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services, Division of Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Services. As a statewide association
made up of prevention programs, treatment
agencies, recovery services and private citizens,
TAADAS strives to be the Voice for Recovery in
Tennessee through its membership and many
programs.
Alcohol and other drug dependence is a
primary, chronic, progressive and potentially
fatal disease. Its effects are systemic,
predictable and unique. Without intervention
and treatment, the disease runs an inexorable
course marked by progressive crippling of
mental, physical, and spiritual functioning with
a devastating impact on all sectors of life —
social, physiological, family, financial,
vocational, educational, moral/spiritual, and
legal. TAADAS is committed to helping the
public understand that addiction is a treatable
illness and that millions of people achieve
recovery.

•
•
•

•
•
•

promote common interest in the prevention,
control and eradication of alcoholism, drug
dependency and other addictions;
work with and facilitate cooperation with all
agencies interested in the health and welfare of
the community;
impact legislation regarding alcohol and drug
abuse and other addictions;
educate the community regarding alcohol and
drug abuse and other addiction issues;
encourage and support the development of
alcohol and drug abuse and other addiction
services in areas that are underserved;
enhance the quality of services provided by
Association members;
serve as a resource for Association members;
and
further fellowship among those members.

TAADAS Membership
By providing a collective voice for association
members and networking with key decision
makers, TAADAS keeps the topics of alcoholism,
drug abuse and other addiction issues in the
forefront of public policy discussions and
decisions. TAADAS directly impacts the important
issues facing the addiction services field today.
Membership benefits include:
•

Expand knowledge – TAADAS has a statewide
Clearinghouse of extensive resources and
statewide training opportunities

•

Impact public policy

•

Networking opportunities that promote
advocacy and best practices. TAADAS
committees address data and outcomes
measurement, legislative advocacy and
consumer support

•

Published in the TAADAS Times Newsletter

•

Discounts at Recovery Books & Things

•

Discounted hotel rates

•

Credit union membership
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A P P L I C A T I O N F O R M E M B E R S H I P I N TA A D A S
Tennessee Association of
Alcohol, Drug & other
Addiction Services, Inc.
1321 Murfreesboro Road
Suite 155
Nashville, Tennessee 37217
Phone: 615-780-5901
Fax: 615-780-5905
Email: taadas@taadas.org
The TAADAS Times
Newsletter is a quarterly
publication edited and
produced by TAADAS staff. It
is distributed to over 2500
substance abuse
professionals, business
leaders, legislators, and
concerned citizens across
Tennessee and published on
the internet at
www.taadas.org.
The products and services
advertised in TAADAS
publications do not
necessarily imply
endorsement by TAADAS or
its membership.
For more information about
placing information or an
article in the TAADAS Times,
contact:
TAADAS Times Editor
At the addresses above.

This project is funded by
the
Tennessee Department
of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse
Services

Membership shall be open to individuals or entities with an interest in addiction, cooccurring, prevention, or recovery support services and subject to payment of
membership dues. Organizational Member - Any non profit or governmental organization
or entity that is state contracted to provide addiction, co-occurring, prevention or recovery
support services is eligible to become an Organizational Member of TAADAS.
Affiliate Member—Any organization or business that is affiliated with or wishes to
support the efforts of the A&D provider and recovery community.
Individual Member - Individual membership is open to any individual with an interest in
addiction, co-occurring or recovery support services in Tennessee.
Student or Retiree Member—Individual membership open to anyone with an interest in
addiction, co-occurring or recovery support services in Tennessee who is retired,
unemployed or enrolled in a higher education program or is working towards a LADAC.
Annual Dues*
Organizational/Affiliate Member with Annual Revenue < $100,000

$500

Organizational/Affiliate Member with Annual Revenue = $100,000- $500,000

$1000

Organizational/Affiliate Member with Annual Revenue = $500,000 - $1,000,000

$1500

Organizational/Affiliate Member w/ Annual Revenue = $1,000,000 - $2,000,000

$2000

Organizational/Affiliate Member with Annual Revenue > $2,000,000

$2,500

Individual Member

$75

Retiree or Student Member

$35

*Electronic Payments rate; Minimum suggested leadership pledge ... you may pledge more

Date: ____________* Referring Member: (If Applicable) _______________________________
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Agency: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________________
Phone: _______________________________ Toll Free: ______________________________
Fax: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________
Non-Profit:

Yes

No

Government contracted: Yes

No

Agency Website: _______________________________________________________________
Agency Representative: _________________________________________________________
Representative Email: __________________________________________________________
Please send your completed application to TAADAS at 615-780-5905 (fax) or
taadas@taadas.org
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Save the Date
Recovery Month Banquet & Awards
Thursday, September 9, 2021
5 pm Reception
6 pm Dinner
In person and on Zoom
Location TBA

