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March 20, 2020 

 

Dear St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School Parents and Guardians, 

 

As I write this letter, the news and protocols driven by our current state of events appear 

to change hourly.  It is my sincere hope this letter finds you and your family well, and 

please know that you are in my prayers. 

 

In response to the closing of school on Thursday, March 12 our administration, faculty, 

and staff met to create Distance Learning (DL) across all grade levels for our students 

and their families. In my previous letter, I stated that our DL program was not designed to 

be a “one size fits all” platform for students while allowing for parent and learner 

flexibility. Toward these aims, our DL program has and will continue to be reviewed for 

growth and efficiency, as well as innovation.  Our school appreciates the tremendous 

assistance parents have provided to teachers and students this past week, and constructive 

feedback and suggestions from these groups and toward these goals are recognized and 

appreciated. 

 

With this in mind, our faculty and staff will be conducting an online meeting this 

Monday, March 23 to review constructively the progress of our DL program thus far. We 

will also discuss among other things how we can  

 

 Expand upon and diversify the DL methods currently being used 

 Provide for additional teacher tutorial instruction, especially for new subjects 

and topics 

 Create across all grade levels the opportunity for teachers to create their own 

instructional videos of the direct teaching to students 

 Design and teach “real time” lessons with simultaneous class attendance 

through either Google Meetups or Zoom DL  

 

In reference to the latter, we appreciate your continued cooperation while we observe the 

following guidelines for live teacher-to-student DL, specifically: 

 

 Students are attending the virtual class in an area that is free of distraction, i.e. 

background noises or conversation among family members 
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 Attire that is appropriate for school – wearing of uniforms is highly 

encouraged 

 Participate in a respectful manner that is identical to behavior in our regular 

school classrooms, and 

 Attend classes with parent or guardian supervision nearby to assist and 

support the learning objectives of the virtual DL platform 

 

 

Currently many Catholic, public, and private schools have begun (or will begin shortly) 

“rolling out” various DL programs for their students.  These DL programs are customized 

to the curricular needs of that school. During these processes, it is natural to perhaps 

compare and contrast such programs while inquiring how they are best serving their 

students and parents. As mentioned earlier, such comparisons cannot be through a “one 

size fits all” lens.  Driven by current and continually changing societal urgencies, 

numerous DL platforms and products are introduced at a breathtaking rate.  At this time, 

we appreciate your recognition that our school continues to work in reviewing and 

determining the best usage and educational benefits of DL programs and products.  

 

Next week you will be receiving further updates from myself as well as your individual 

teachers with regard to what I have shared today.   

 

In the meantime may I please ask in light of the fact that churches are currently closed, 

we take a moment of time as family this Saturday evening, March 21 at 5 p.m. to pray for 

all of those affected by the current national health crisis.  

 

I again express my appreciation for your tireless cooperation in continuing to make St. 

Thomas Aquinas Catholic School and outstanding community of students, parents, 

faculty, staff and clergy – especially during these challenging times. 

 

With Best Wishes and God’s Blessings, 

 

 

Patrick D. Higgins, Ed.D. 

Principal 
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