
For more information on any of the above initiatives, please contact: 
Colette Payne, Community Organizer, Cabrini Green Legal Aid, colettepayne@cgla.net or 773-302-9173 

Beth Johnson, Senior Policy Advisor, Cabrini Green Legal Aid, bethjohnson@cgla.net or 773-991-7125 

    

The Restoring Rights and Opportunities Coalition of Illinois (RROCI) is championing the following 
initiatives in 2019. RROCI is a coalition of advocates that have experienced the criminal system, organizers, 
and policy folks from Cabrini Green Legal Aid, Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Community Renewal 
Society and Heartland Alliance. Building off the last three years of successful campaigns that removed 
conviction barriers to employment in schools, park districts, and health care (2016), expanded the sealing 
law to make Illinois the most progressive in the nation (2017), and removed fines and fees as a barrier to 
sealing records (2018), we look forward to another year of successful legislative initiatives.  
 

 
HB 3056 - Employee Background Fairness Act 

Too often, individuals with criminal records are categorically denied the chance for employment or 
advancement due to criminal history records. Applicants are not always provided the background check 
conducted by potential employers. This bill mandates a fair and transparent process for employers to follow, 
including providing copies of background checks to applicants, allowing an opportunity for mitigating or 
corrective information, and conducting an individualized assessment of each candidate.  
 

HB 3332 - Tax Incentive for Landlords 
To encourage landlords to offer housing opportunities to people with criminal records, this bill 

provides a tax credit to any owner of rental property that enters into or renews a lease with a person with a 
conviction record.  
 

HB 3227 - Illinois Human Rights Act – Housing 
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development released guidance that the use of arrest 

records has a disproportionate and discriminatory impact on people of color. This bill will prohibit the use of 
arrest records and records ordered expunged and sealed by landlords in rental decisions. It also aligns human 
rights protections in housing to Illinois law that has existing provisions in employment.  
 
 

 

Additional bills supported by Cabrini Green Legal Aid in alignment with our  
Reunite Moms and Kids Campaign 

 
HB 2444 - Best Interest of the Child Act 

In order to prevent unnecessary harm to children caused by separation from parents during pre-trial 
detention or incarceration, and to ensure the fair and compassionate treatment of children whose parents 
are involved in the criminal justice system, this bill affords certain basic considerations to these children 
when decisions are made that affect them upon arrest and sentencing of their parent or guardian. It provides 
for a Family Impact Statement to be made at the time of bond determination and sentencing, providing for 
community-based programs whenever possible, all in an effort to reduce harm to children and families. 

 
HB 2649 - Bill of Rights for Children of the Incarcerated 

This bill requires that children’s rights are taken into consideration when a parent is incarcerated. 
These basic rights include the ability to see, touch and hear their parents, maintain relationships with their 
parents and guardians, and ultimately reduce harm to children during a parent’s incarceration. This bill is 
modeled on international standards and the Children’s Bill of Rights developed by the San Francisco Children 
of the Incarcerated Parents Partnership.   
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