
School Boards in Illinois to again consider Arming Teachers
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Should we Arm our Teachers?
Fact Sheet - 2019

/Ŷ�E Žǀ ĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�ƚŚĞ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
^ĐŚŽŽů��ŽĂƌĚƐ�;/�^�Ϳ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�Ă�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�
their membership to approve arming teachers in
Illinois schools during the school day. The vote
was taken at their annual November conference in
�ŚŝĐĂŐŽ͘ ��dŚĞ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ůŽƐƚ�ďǇ�Ϯϰ�ǀ ŽƚĞƐ͘

K Ŷ�E Žǀ ĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϯ ͕ �ϮϬϭϵ ͕ �ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ƟŵĞ͘�/Ĩ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽůƵͲ
ƟŽŶ�ƉĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞŵďůǇ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�/�^��
ǁ ŝůů�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚǀ ŽĐĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�
ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƐ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ďŽĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
developing safety plans which may include admin-
istrators, faculty, and teachers to be trained and
licensed to carry a firearm in school while students 
are present.

Illinois currently prohibits the knowing posses-
sion or carrying of any firearm, stun gun, or taser 
on or about the person in any public or private
elementary or secondary school, on the person or
in a vehicle on the real property of any school, in
any conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a
school to transport students to or from school or a
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƚǇ͕�Žƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǀ ĞŚŝͲ
cle or any public way within 1,000 feet of the real
property comprising a school. There are some
ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͕ ��ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ůĂǁ �ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
security officers. This law would have to be 
ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ŝĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ͘ �dŚĞ�/�^��
would work with legislators to get these changes
ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ͘ ���

Illinois Association of School Boards to take another vote
on Arming Teachers on November 23, 2019

October, 2019Prepared by the League of Women Voters of Illinois

There are many good ideas on plans to protect our
students while they are in school. In February of
ϮϬϭϵ ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ��ǀ ĞƌǇƚŽǁ Ŷ�
for Gun Safety Support Fund, the American Federa-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂͲ
ƟŽŶ͘ ��dŚĞŝƌ�ƉůĂŶ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶƐ͗

▪  Pass Red Flag Laws 
▪  Encourage responsible firearm storage 
ඵ��ZĂŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ�ƐĞŵŝĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ŐƵŶƐ
▪  Require background checks on all gun sales 
▪  Create Threat Assessment programs in schools 
▪  Use expert-endorsed school safety upgrades 
ඵ��/ŶŝƟĂƚĞ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ
▪  Create safe and equitable schools 

dŚĞƐĞ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ƐĂĨĞ�
schools and address violence before it happens. The
report also says that “Allowing teachers to carry guns
in schools increases the risks to children and it is
ƵŶƌĞĂůŝƐƟĐ�ƚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�Ă�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽͲ
tect their students, neutralize a shooter, and not be a
risk to themselves and to their students.”

  A survey in March of 2018 by Gallup finds that 73% 
of U.S. educators said they oppose the idea of arm-
ing teachers in schools. More than 80% said they
would not train to carry a firearm if their school    
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶ͘ �dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ůĂƐĞƌ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ƚŽ�
keep their students safe should a crisis happen in
their school.



What’s the difference be-
tween the American Le-
gion and the Veterans of

Foreign Wars?

 ▪ The PEW Research Center conducted a survey regarding how people 
view teachers carrying a gun in school. The study was done in April of
2018 and asked students and parents how they felt about measures to
keep our schools safe. 64% of the students were worried about more
violence at their school as were 64% - 82% (varies with income) of
their parents. The students felt addressing mental illness, banning
assault weapons and metal detectors in schools were the best ideas.
Only 39% felt teachers with guns were a good idea.
Many students do not feel comfortable at school and
some are avoiding hallways, cafeterias, open spaces
and skipping school on a regular basis.

 ▪  Most parents, teachers, and law enforcement      
oppose arming teachers. Many believe that guns in
classrooms could be found and obtained by students. Also, the chance
that a  gun would go off accidentally and harm a student must be a 
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘ ��t ŚĂƚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƵĐŚ�
a terrible accident? Would a teacher be able to shoot her own
student, or a former student if needed? Keep in mind that trained
police professionals receive 840 hours of basic training and are
required to receive 168 hours of training on weapons, self defense and
ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƌĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟůů�Śŝƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ϮϬй �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘��/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�
states who already have guns in their classrooms, there is no uniform
policy on required minimum training. How will schools afford adequate 
training for their teachers.

ඵ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŬŶŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŽƐ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŝƚ�
hard for the police to know immediately who the shooter is. Teachers
wielding a gun may get shot before they have a chance to explain who
they are.  Or they could shoot a student or another staff member dur-
ing the confusion. The majority of our teachers do not want the
responsibility of carrying a gun in their classrooms. They see their job
as one of nurturing students and guiding them to the knowledge they
will need to take them into the world. Surveys tell us they wont sign
up for this training and will give serious thought to working in such an
environment. What impact will that have on our Illinois schools during
a serious teacher shortage? And how will that impact future teachers
ǁ ŚŽ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵŝŶĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��

“Teachers do not want to carry a gun
nor do they want to work in a building
where others than police carry. I hope
/�^�� ǁ ŽƵůĚ� ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�
funds to provide for more mental
health professionals in schools.”

…….Mark Bailey, 203 Teacher Assoc.
Naperville School Dist. 203
�ŽĂƌĚ��D ĞĞƟŶŐ�ϭϬͬ ϭϱͬ ϭϴ

“When police arrive, how do they
know who is the shooter and who are
the armed teachers? In the heat of
the crisis mistakes happen. Anyone
with a gun not wearing a uniform
would be suspect.”

ZĞƟƌĞĚ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌ
Southwest Suburbs

“The most dangerous idea is that
ĂƌŵŝŶŐ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ƐŽůƵͲ
ƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ƐŚŽŽƚĞƌ�ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ͘ ��
AFT, NEA, and Everytown strongly
ƵƌŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞũĞĐƚ�ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�
arm teachers and instead focus on
ƉƌŽǀ ĞŶ� ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ĞŶĞ� ƚŽ�
ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚ�ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐƐ͘ ͟

Everytown, IEA & IFT
survey

�ŚĞĐŬ�ŽƵƚ��η�ƌŵD Ğt ŝƚŚ��ŽŶ�ƚǁ ŝƩ Ğƌ

>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ŽĨ�t ŽŵĞŶ�s ŽƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�WŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�' ƵŶ�s ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ

' ƵŶ�s ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ

WƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ůŝŵŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Žǁ ŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽĨ�ŚĂŶĚŐƵŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŵŝ-ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ǁ ĞĂƉŽŶƐ͘ ��

^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Į ƌĞĂƌŵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘
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