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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Dear Leaguers, 

 
This fall’s calendar is a perfect mix of all the things we do. It’s exciting! 

 As a recognized leader in voter service, we’re launching the Chicago Voter Turnout Summit on November 17, 
with the UIC Political Science Department. We’ll help community organizations from all over the city figure out 
how to get their constituents to the polls. If you know of a group that should attend, please send them the 
information. 
 

 Our ongoing educational opportunities for members on issues and action include a briefing on November 11 with 
Rev. Alexander Sharp of Clergy for a New Drug Policy and our neighborhood unit meetings. 
 

 Members looking for public activism can participate in the Pink Hat Run on November 4 (see our website and the 
November calendar). This is a fun event to bring friends, too. 
 

 Finally, we are a group of really interesting people who love to explore the city, and our outing to see Taming of 
the Shrew at the Chicago Shakespeare Theatre on November 12 (see the document separate calendar) is an 
example of that. We are planning a survey of our membership that will help us plan more programs to bring us all 
together – and attract more Chicagoans who want to make democracy work. 

This is a time of stress in our nation and our community, but it is also a time when we can put our skills and energy to 
work to make things better. It’s so much better than ranting on social media or sitting on the couch paralyzed! And, it 
isn’t all drudgery. Thank you so much for all your hard work and your ongoing support of the League. – Annie 
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Chicago in Focus Reports 

Unjust Incarceration: A Look at a Broken System 
Cook County 
Sheriff Tom Dart 
provided a look 
behind bars, at the 
September 25 
Chicago in Focus 
program 
sponsored by 
LWVChicago and 

the Union League Club. Dart noted some of the reasons 
why the jail system fails both the inmate population and 
society at large. 

Defining Our Society 

Historically, most eras or generations are defined by 
whether they treat vulnerable segments of society in 
thoughtful ways. “If we continue on our current path, 
100 years from now, we will not be looked upon 
favorably,” he said. A major reason is our inability to 
address issues related to the individuals who are 
incarcerated with “thoughtfulness and compassion,” he 
said. 

The Jail Population 

Dart pointed out that many inmates do not belong in 
the jail system in the first place, or they remain 
incarcerated far too long. Many inmates are wrongly 
incarcerated because of mental illness or cannot afford 
to post bond for release. Many others stay for 
prolonged periods because court cases drag on. At any 
given time, up to 25 percent of the population in county 
jail stays between 61 and 180 days. Seventeen percent 
stay between 180 and 200 days, and 16 percent stay for 
a year to two years. 

A Measure of Performance 

If the county jail system were compared to any 
company, it soon would be out of business. The rate of 
recidivism among formerly incarcerated populations is 
66 percent in two years. No company could keep its 
doors open if two-thirds of its products broke before a 
standard warranty ran out. 

Jail as Intervention 

Dart noted that incarceration could be considered an 
opportunity to address some societal issues. He 
suggested that jails may offer mental health treatment, 
job training, education, anger management, and 
violence prevention.  

See the report from LWVCookCounty on page 7 for 
recent developments on the bail system. 

Sheriff Dart’s presentation may be viewed on Can TV or 
on LWVChicago’s Facebook page.

Chicago at Ground Zero as a Sanctuary City 
When it comes to the 
federal government’s attack 
on cities that refrain from 
enforcing immigration laws, 
Chicago is at ground zero, 
said Chicago in Focus 
speaker Rebecca Glenberg, 

of ACLU-Illinois on October 17. The city of Chicago has 
filed two lawsuits against the U.S. Justice Department’s 
recent efforts to withhold federal funds from local 
government jurisdictions for failing to assist in 
immigration law enforcement. In the first a federal 
judge issued a nationwide injunction that prevented the 
federal government from demanding that Chicago or 
any Sanctuary City provide Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) with access to immigrant detainees. 
In the second, filed in early October, the judge refused 
to restrict his previous ruling to the city of Chicago only.  

What Is a Sanctuary City? 

There actually is no such thing as a “Sanctuary City,” 
Glenberg said, because “no local government can 
provide sanctuary to immigrants.” The term Sanctuary 
City actually refers to a range of policies that limit city 
government from engaging in immigration 
enforcement. These policies ensure that city officials do 
not request or maintain immigration information about 
the individuals with whom they interact; city police do 
not arrest or detain individuals based on their 
immigration status; city jails do not provide ICE access 
to or information about incarcerated individuals. 

These policies began to be challenged in 2006 and 2008 
when the Justice Department under George W. Bush 
sought to involve cities and their police forces in 
immigration law enforcement by, for example, requiring 
cities to automatically send fingerprints of arrested 
individuals to ICE for processing, hold detainees an 
extra 48 hours after their scheduled release to initiate 
deportation. 

Welcoming City Ordinance 
Chicago has a decades-long history as a welcoming city. 
In the 1980s and ‘90s the Daley Administration refused 
to apply punitive measures against immigrants. In 2006 
the city provided immigrants with access to city 
services, and in 2012 it passed the Welcoming City 
Ordinance, which prohibits inquires or investigations 
into a person’s immigration status; threats or coercion, 
benefits or services based on immigration status; and 
participation in federal immigration law enforcement. 
View the presentation on our Facebook page. 
For more information on Sanctuary Cities, see: 
aclu.org/aclu-response-sanctuary-city-legislation.

http://cantv.org/watch-now/bail-reform-and-unjust-incarceration/
https://www.aclu.org/aclu-response-sanctuary-city-legislation
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LWVCHICAGO COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Voter Service 

 
 

On National Voter Registration Day (NVRD), September 
26, seven LWV Deputy Voter Registrars volunteered at 
the Center on Halsted and others at Malcolm X College. 
Although 18 voters were “officially” registered but 
many questions were answered and many voters 
checked to see that their registrations were valid. 

The next scheduled event is at CHA’s Operation Warm 
on Saturday, October 28. 

Members of 
LWVChicago have 
been registering 
detainees at Cook 
County Jail working 
with Chicago Votes. 
On October 8 the 
entire group of 

Deputy Voter Registrars registered 260 voters. To 
volunteer contact the office 
 

We are organizing a project to register voters in some 
retirement homes throughout Chicago. Both DVR and 
non-DVRs can volunteer. To volunteer and/or suggest a 
specific retirement home please contact the office. 

The schedule for DVR training is in the calendar section 
of this voter and on the website. 

 

Daytime Education Committee 
The daytime 
education 
committee has 
looked at support 
services for 

students in Chicago, New York, Dade County, Florida, 
Houston, Texas, and Los Angles, and found that these 
large school districts had problems filling support 
service positions. Support services include speech and 
language, nurses, social workers, psychologists, 
occupational and physical therapists for special 
education students; they do not include librarians and 
physical education teachers. 

The committee is currently focusing on the issue of 
closing schools. We are working with the UIC education 
department to identify best practices for dealing with 

under-enrolled schools, closing schools, finding 
alternatives to closing schools, and engaging the 
community when a school needs to be closed. 

 Rae Sokolow 
 

Evening Education Committee 
In the interest of 
transparency and 
a better-informed 
public and 
Chicago Board of 

Education, this committee has embarked on 
investigating various ways to provide oversight over the 
finances of the CPS. Our work includes our existing 
consensus position for an independent finance and 
audit committee, taking action when we can, but also 
finding alternative ways to provide oversight. 

We are looking at methods and structures of oversight 
for other large urban school districts and potential 
oversight by the education committee of the Chicago 
City Council. The CPS budget is complete and even wins 
awards as to its format and comprehensiveness, but 
after that, information about CPS finances is difficult to 
come by, and the board does not ask for it publicly. We 
have studied suggestions for interim, publicly available 
financial reports from state and national associations 
that represent school districts and governmental 
entities.  Nancy Brandt 

Communications 
WEB 
DEVELOPMENT 
STATUS  

We are 
currently using 

our old website, called LEW, and are looking seriously at 
migrating to the new version, called MyLO. It was not 
available when we were looking last year, but it is now 
in use, and we think it is our best solution. Like LEW, it 
was developed by a League, and can handle the unique 
needs created by our dual tax status. We have 
continued to reorganize and revise many of the pages 
on our old website, and the revised data will be moved 
to the new system. We expect to use G-Suite to handle 
routing the email addresses associated with our domain 
name. 

We are looking for a few people who would be trained 
on the new system and would help with the updating. 
Keeping the website current requires regular updating 
so members and friends can find accurate information 
about our many activities. If you are interested in 
helping with this please contact the office. 

   Cathy Potkay 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Cook%20County%20Jail
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Retirement%20homes
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Communications
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

The Social Media group has been publicizing many 
meetings and events. Graphics have been developed to 
identify various meeting types. We are planning to work 
with the State of the City committee on their 
communications needs. 

We are developing a communications calendar to 
coordinate the various posts and emails. Posting is 
limited to committee members, so we need to develop 
a way for others to request posts. For now, contact the 
Communications Committee if you have a request. Or 
contact us if you have some Social Media skills and 
some time you would be willing to share. 

MEMBER INTERVIEWS: Some members are interested in 
interviewing long-term and new League members. We 
are planning to develop a list of questions we would like 
to use as a base, and also to work on a list of people to 
interview. Let us know if you are interested in this 
project.  

MAIL CHIMP: Use of MailChimp is being expanded to 
include creating and using templates. 

RECORDING MEETINGS: This has been started. We have 
the equipment and a number of meetings have been 
recorded. Now we need a few backup persons to help 
with some of the recording, so if this sounds like 
something you would like to volunteer for please 
contact the office.. 

Remember to check “Volunteer Opportunities” on the 
website and get involved! 

 

City Government 

 
The committee, which meets on the first Monday of 
each month, is attempting to attend all hearings on the 
Chicago City budget. The city budget was presented by 
Mayor Emanuel on October 18. After posting by the 
Office of Budget and Management, the City Council’s 
Committee on Budget and other committees will hold 
hearings. The committee will use a report form to 
gather consistent information on the hearing and the 
process.  Margaret Herring 

 

Environmental Committee 
The Environmental Committee educates itself, League 
members and the public on topics relevant to Chicago's 
environmental and ecological health, and advocates for 
members to respond to legislation. 

The Committee will hold a League briefing on lead and 
heavy metals in Chicago’s water on May 12. The 
Committee is currently assembling a fact sheet that will 
explain which agencies are responsible for protecting 
our water, and how they work together to achieve this 
goal. The Committee is also advocating in support of an 
ordinance that would ban toxic coal tar-based sealants 
in Chicago.   Sarah Bury 
 

Membership

 

Welcome to New Members 

Josephine Brill 

Joy Cheng 

Jenna Fischer De Bruin 

Bethany Marek 

Jackie Rapp 

Joanne Reott 

Janet Tarsitano 
 

Student Affiliates 

Michael Cardoza 

Andrew Corzo 

Ian Hensen 

Tosya Khodarkovsky 

Charlotte Soehner 

Jenna Wasserman 

 

State of the City 
A Tale of Two Cities: Bridging Chicago’s Opportunity 
Divide is the theme for the 2018 State of the City 
LUNCHEON & FUNDRAISER. As SOC Committee 
members defined it, the topic of the fundraiser will 
address how Chicago prides itself on being a city of 
unique communities, each bringing its own flavor to our 
great city. Yet, despite this rosy picture, enormous 
fractures have created a city divided. Health, education, 
housing, economic opportunity, and safety, among 
other things, vary from zip code to zip code. Speakers at 
the fundraiser will focus on the question: Can we 
happily co-exist and work together to create a better 
Chicago for everyone? The committee is investigating 
speakers who can discuss one of four principal areas: 
Housing, Education, Jobs, and Safety. Additional 
volunteers are welcome. Joel Massel, SoC consultant 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Communications
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Communications
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Communications
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=State%20of%20the%20City
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HEATHCARE REPORT 
 

Loss of Cost-Sharing Payments  

On October 12th 
President Trump 
announced that his 
Administration would 
stop Cost-Sharing 
Reduction Payments that 

help lower-income individuals afford health insurance 
on the Affordable Care Act Marketplace. While Trump's 
decision to end CSR payments is a destructive move 
that may have real, harmful effects on the individual 
insurance market in the long term, marketplace 
shoppers should know that the immediate effects are 
likely to be minimal. 

Insurers’ Response 

Eligibility for premium tax credits and CSRs to lower 
out-of-pocket costs has not changed. The ACA is still 
law, and insurers are required to offer savings to 
consumers who are eligible, even if the Administration 
stops making CSR payments to insurance companies. 
Most insurers have backup plans; most insurers have 
already raised premiums to make up the difference. 
Premium tax credits increase with rising premiums; so 
the 80% of consumers who receive premium tax credits 
won't see their actual costs go up.  However, insurers 
do have the option to drop out of the marketplace 
entirely. It's possible insurers that did not prepare a 
backup plan may decide to leave the individual market. 

Promoting the Open Enrollment Period 

The 2018 Marketplace opens for business November 1. 
Consumers may sign up for 2018 coverage from that 
date through December 15. This year the open 
enrollment period is only 6 weeks, and the budgets for 
advertising the enrollment period, and payment for 
navigators to assist with enrollment, have been slashed. 
Having fewer participants in the marketplace will 
threaten its stability. Protect Our Care IL is working to 
get the word out about Open Enrollment; check out its 
website, Facebook, and Twitter and share widely.   

The Illinois Congressional Delegation is holding an ACA 
Open Enrollment Kickoff press conference at 10am on 
October 30 at the Stroger Hospital Main Lobby. This is a 
good opportunity to show support for the ACA and 
spread the word about the opening of the marketplace 
on November 1. 

Choice and Competition Executive Order 

The President also signed an Executive Order Promoting 
Healthcare Choice and Competition across the United 
States.  

The order:  

• Requests the Labor Department to study how to 
make it easier for small businesses, and possibly 
individuals, to collectively buy health insurance 
through association health plans. Small employers may 
expand their ability to offer group coverage across 
state lines, providing them with a broader range of 
policies at lower rates. 

• Allows consumers to purchase short-term 
health insurance plans (originally designed to provide 
coverage for short periods such as between jobs and 
other life transitions). It directs agencies to lengthen 
the length of coverage of these policies and permit 
renewals. 

• Expand employers’ ability to give workers cash 
to buy coverage elsewhere. These health 
reimbursement arrangements are usually used by 
employers to provide workers with tax-free funds to 
pay for health care costs, mainly deductibles and 
co-pays. The executive order directs federal agencies 
to expand the flexibility and use of employer-funded 
accounts to give workers more coverage choices. 

Bipartisan Health Plan 

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn) and Patty Murray 
(D-Wash) have been working on a bipartisan ACA "fix” 
that would appropriate subsidies for two years and tie 
them to permanent changes to the law that give states 
more flexibility to seek wavers from Health and Human 
Services Department requirements. The plan also would 
allow insurance companies to sell less-comprehensive 
plans to all customers, not just those under age 29 as is 
the case under current law. This plan has bipartisan 
support, but its success remains to be seen. 

 

Illinois Reproductive Rights 

HB40, changed previous 
legislation to protect the right to 
legal abortion in Illinois despite 
any future Supreme Court 
decisions and provide coverage 

for abortion services for Medicaid recipients and state 
employees was signed into law by Gov. Rauner on 
September 28, as Public Act 100-538. On October 12 
HB4108 was introduced. This bill restores the provisions 
that were amended by Public Act 100-538 to the form in 
which they previously existed, therefore negating HB40. 

It is in the Rules Committee Margaret O'Hara 
 

LWVChicago’s Health Care Briefing on January 13, 2018 
will take a comprehensive look at the extremely 
complex issue of prescription drug prices. Thomas 
Gochenour, Rush Hospital pharmacist, will review the 
history, legislation, and the pharmaceutical industry.  
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FROM LWVUS 
LWV v. Rucho: NC's Historic Opportunity to End 
Gerrymandering 

Jennifer Bremer, Statewide Coordinator for Fair 
Elections, League of Women Voters of North Carolina 

The trial for League of Women Voters of North Carolina 
v. Rucho wrapped up recently in North Carolina. The 
case challenges North Carolina’s 2016 congressional 
redistricting plan, arguing the plan violates the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments of the U.S. Constitution. The 
case, heard in the U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of North Carolina, challenges the egregious 
partisan gerrymander that state legislators adopted 
under a court-ordered redrawing of the state’s 
congressional districts in February 2016. 
 

America’s promise is a government of, by, and for the 
people. This promise rests on fair elections: our most 
fundamental liberty is the right to freely choose who 
represents us. 
 

Extreme gerrymanders take away this most basic right. 
Gerrymandering devalues the votes of some citizens 
based on their party affiliation and increases the power 
of others. Too many of our voters feel that the system is 
rigged, that their votes don’t count. Unfortunately, 
thanks to extreme partisan gerrymandering, too many 
of them are right. 
 

Fair Maps 
 

Politicians who put partisanship above democracy have 
rigged the system for their own benefit. They have 
manipulated voting maps to keep themselves and their 
party in power, never mind the will of the voters. And 
the voters are catching on to this connection. 
 

The poisoned fruit of all this manipulation is rising 
dysfunction, mistrust, and public policies that don’t 
reflect the will of the majority. Extreme gerrymanders 
reward extreme viewpoints and undercut consensus. 
Rigged maps are pushing us further apart, when we 
urgently need to find common ground. 
 

Fair elections help us resolve our differences and move 
forward as a country. More than ever, we need 
elections that communicate the people’s will and that 
hold politicians accountable. 

We are optimistic that the Court will agree in LWV v. 
Rucho that extreme gerrymanders violate our 
Constitution. We need a clear standard that draws a 
bright line between harmful extreme gerrymanders and 
legitimate partisanship. 

The bottom line is extreme partisan gerrymandering is 
worse than wrong, it’s dangerous to our democracy and 
our country. It has to stop and, in LWV v. Rucho, the 
Court has a historic opportunity to do just that. 
 

The three-judge panel has not set a timeline for a 
decision. It could take weeks, months or even years for 
this to move forward, but in the end, we're optimistic 
that the court will side with us. We must put an end to 
partisan gerrymandering to confirm that voters, not 
map-drawers, choose America’s elected officials. 

 

FROM LWVLMR 

League Calls for Public 
Comment on Plans to Control 
the Influx of Asian Carp in the 
Great Lakes 

The Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) 
is being conducted by the 
United States Army Corps of 
Engineers in consultation with 

other federal agencies, Native American tribes, state 
agencies, local governments, and nongovernmental 
organizations. The objective of the study is to present a 
range of options and technologies that will prevent the 
passage of nuisance species of aquatic animals, such as 
the Asian carp, between the Great Lakes and Mississippi 
River basins. The GLMRIS report, which is available, 
details eight alternative plans, evaluates the impact of 
these plans on waterways, and describes methods to 
ameliorate the effects of actions taken. The US Army 
Corps of Engineers is accepting comments on its 
analysis and proposed measures. You can read a 
summary here. Submit comments by November 16. 

 

FROM LWVIL 
League Is Working to Ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment 

The ERA proposes that "equality of rights under the law 
shall not be denied or abridged by the US or by any 
state on account of sex." Passed by both branches of 
Congress in 1972, the ERA needs 3/4 of the states (38) 
for it to be ratified and added to the US Constitution.   

In March 2017, Nevada ratified the ERA, bringing the 
total to 36. 

http://glmris.anl.gov/
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/draft-comments/
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LWVIL is part of ERA Illinois, which is pushing for 
ratification of the ERA in Illinois. For that to occur, there 
must be a 3/5 majority vote of support in both the 
Illinois House and the Illinois Senate. Recently, LWVIL 
President Bonnie Cox spoke about the ERA at an 
enthusiastic rally in Bloomington-Normal and 
participated in strategy calls with legislative leaders in 
Nevada who were recently successful. There is a 
statewide strategy coming from Illinois Legislative 
leaders; LWVIL ERA Issue Specialist Sharon Alter is 
working closely with them through the ERA Illinois 
coalition with the help of Co-Chair of Issues, Heather 
Cunningham. We will keep you posted as developments 
unfold. Watch for "Time for Action" alerts! ERA Illinois 
has a Facebook page. Check it out for latest news! 

 

FROM LWV Cook County 
Reforms Are Changing the Bail System 
The Criminal Justice Interest Group reports that it has 
observed judges using the new criteria for determining 
who is eligible for release while awaiting trial, whether 
it be on their own reconnaissance or on electronic 
monitoring. In addition, new procedures are being 
implemented by a whole new set of judges so that 
those awaiting trial are not assessed bail amounts that 
are in excess of what they can pay. This Group has been 
supporting all these developments. Accordingly, the jail 
population is down significantly, below an average of 
7,000/day. Not only does this mean that people, who 
have not been convicted of the crime for which they 
were arrested and who are not deemed dangerous, are 
able to keep working, but it should result in reduced 
amounts that taxpayers pay to keep them in jail. 
 

It is budget time for Cook County Government, and 
one of the items that the Budget and Structure Interest 
Group is going to be watching to see is whether the 
Sheriff’s budget truly reflects a reduction in costs due to 
the reduction in the jail population, and if not, why not. 
The Group is also watching to see which Cook County 
Commissioners attend the budget meetings and ask 
probing questions of departments regarding their 
proposed budgets and their performance. You can read 
the reports of the budget meetings which are scheduled 
to run from October 23 thru November 2 at 
www.lwvcookcounty.org, (look under the heading “Our 
Work/Eyewitness/Cook County Board Eyewitness”). 
Why not put this web site in your “favorites” or 
“bookmarks.” 
 

Many thanks to all of you who responded to the “Call 
for Action” alert sent out in early October asking you to 
contact your Cook County Commissioner and urge their 
active participation at budget meetings. 

Pris Mims 

Foreign Policy Discussion 
Group Begins in February 

League members 
and their friends 
are invited to 
participate in 
foreign policy 
discussion groups 
sponsored by the 
Chicago League. 
The groups utilize 

the “Great Decisions” booklets published by the 
non-partisan Foreign Policy Association each year that 
contain short (10-12 page) articles on 8 different topics. 
At each session, groups watch a short video program 
before beginning a discussion led by one of the 
participants. The topics for 2018 are: The Waning of Pax 
Americana?; Russia's Foreign Policy; China and America: 
The New Geopolitical Equation; Media and Foreign 
Policy; Turkey: A Partner In Crisis; U.S. Global 
Engagement and the Military; South Africa's Fragile 
Democracy; and Global Health: Progress and 
Challenges. 
 

Tuesday Afternoon Group. The Tuesday afternoon 
discussion group starts on February 6 and meets every 
other week through May 15 at the Aqua at Lakeshore 
East building in downtown Chicago. To sign up for this 
group, or to find out more about it and Great 
Decisions, please contact the League office at 
League@LWVChicago.org or 312-939-5949. 
 

Summer Evening Group. The League also expects to 
have an evening group that will meet next summer at 
the Sulzer Public Library in Lincoln Square. Watch for 
information about this group in the spring of 2018. 

If you are interested in starting groups that meet in 
other locations at different times, please contact the 
League office. 

You need not have any background in foreign policy or 
in the topics to participate. Come and join us. It’s a 
great way to get to know people while expanding your 
interests and knowledge. -- Pris Mims 
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