
Please OPPOSE Resolution # 3 School Safety Grant Program

Check these facts on the following websites:

Illinois Gun Violence Prevention Coalition: https://ilgvp.com
TRACE: https://www.thetrace.org/2019/04/guns-armed-guards-school-shootings/

School Psychologists: www.nasponline.org
League of Women Voters of Illinois: www.lwvil.org

Are School Resource Officers Effective?
Fact Sheet # 2 - 2019

KŶ�E Žǀ ĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϯ ͕ �ϮϬϭϵ ͕ �ƚŚĞ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů��ŽĂƌĚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�η�ϯ�
to school board members from across Illinois. The
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĚ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�
grant to help assist school districts in the hiring of
School Resource officers or school security person-
ŶĞů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī ͘ ��dŚĞ�
school resource officers would be authorized to 
carry a firearm providing training is received, the 
same as police officers. 

  This means school districts would find it easier to 
hire security officers and pay their salaries.  It is 
also expected to help in rural areas who will wait
ĨŽƌ�ŵƵĐŚ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŽ�Ăƌƌŝǀ Ğ͘�

   There is some evidence however that these offic-
ers are not making the school environment safer
for our students. A study done by the US Dept. of
:ƵƐƟĐĞͬ &�/�͞ ��̂ ƚƵĚǇ�ŽĨ��ĐƟǀ Ğ�̂ ŚŽŽƚĞƌ�/ŶĐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�
the US between 2000 - 2013” found that most
incidents ended between 2 and 5 minutes, with
the majority around 3 minutes. They also said that
even when law enforcement was present or able
ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ �Đŝǀ ŝůŝĂŶƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�
make life and death decisions.

Another study done by U.S. News in January of
2015 called “School Resource Officers: Safety    
Priority or Part of the Problem”, says that these
Žĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƌŽǀ ĞŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�
ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝƐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů͘�

Do School Resource Officers need More Training on
Working With Students in Our Schools?

October, 2019Prepared by the League of Women Voters of Illinois

Inconsistent training and lack of clear standards
ŽŌĞŶ�ĂůůŽǁ Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�Žĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�Őŝǀ Ğ�
students harsh punishment for classroom misbe-
ŚĂǀ ŝŽƌ͘�dŚĞ�Žĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚƌĞĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĂĚƵůƚ�
offenders using tasers, stun guns, and body slam-
ming maneuvers. This has resulted in children as
ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĂƐ�ϱ�ĂŶĚ�ϲ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ǌŝƉ�ƟĞĚ�Žƌ�ŚĂŶĚ�ĐƵī ĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘ ��/Ŷ�ŽŶĞ�ĐĂƐĞ͕�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�
school student in Texas was tasered when he tried
to break up a fight between two other students and 
wound up in a medical coma for 52 days.

    School security officers must be property trained 
to work with students and understand the parame-
ters of their job. They need a clear understanding
of who will respond to what and what belongs in
the school districts staff and what belongs to the 
security officer.   

D ƌ͘�D Ž��ĂŶĂĚǇ͕��ǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�E ĂƟŽŶĂů�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�Kĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ƐĂǇƐ�͞ /ƚ�ŝƐ�
ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�Žĸ ĐĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�
children.” He acknowledges that this training can
be expensive and is not required in many places.

dŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů�WƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝƐƚƐ�ŝŶ�
a 2018 report, “School Security Measures and their
impact on Students” , said there is no evidence that
these security officers are making students safer.  
Research shows security officers and metal protec-
ƚŽƌƐ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀ ĞůǇ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĂĨĞͲ
ty and even increase fear for some students. NASP



What’s the difference be-
tween the American Le-
gion and the Veterans of

Foreign Wars?

also notes that research suggests the presence of school resource
officers has caused concern that schools are criminalizing student   
ďĞŚĂǀ ŝŽƌ�ďǇ�ŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵĂƟĐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ũƵǀ ĞŶŝůĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
rather disciplining them at school. While non violent misbehavior in
students is not rare, students are now receiving criminal records for
doing things that have received school discipline in the past. Is this the
right path to keep students safe?

The FBI report noted that “the analysis showed that lethal force from
police and bystanders has brought an end to the incident in less than
one-ƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐƐ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘ ͟ ���ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�dZ���͕ �ŝŶ��Ɖƌŝů�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϵ ͕ �͞ ' ƵŶŵĞŶ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
with armed guards. In 2018, this happened in Kentucky, Florida, Mar-
yland and Texas.” Ad to those points that Louis Klarevas, a professor
ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ� ŽĨ� D ĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩ Ɛ� ĂŶĂůǇǌĞĚ� ϭϭϭ� ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐƐ����������
between 1996 and 2015 in his book ZĂŵƉĂŐĞ�EĂƟŽŶ and found only
18 took place in areas where firearms are banned. 

This gives us pause when we hear the argument that more guns in
schools make people safer and would deter a shooter.

WĞƌŚĂƉƐ�Ă�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ƵŶŝĨŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŵŽĚĞů�
will help bring a safer environment for everyone. A clear understand-
ing of what is expected from the officers , and what is not, would 
ŚĞůƉ͘ ���ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůͲ
ĚƌĞŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘��dŚĞǇ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�
in school. We need to keep them safe and to respect they are not full
grown adults. You can view the various reports of things that have
happened with guns in the schools on the Giffords web site.  The link 
is: giffords.org/2019/08/every-incident-of-mishandled-guns-in-schools-blog.

�ŌĞƌ�Ăůů͕�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
future. They will be in charge and they will be making our laws and
ĂĚĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘��dŚĞŝƌ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ŶŽǁ �ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�
grow will form their view of society. It is our job now to make sure
they have a safe environment that does not place them in danger and
does not challenge their freedom to be a student. Let’s take another
look at school resource officers and not pass a hasty plan to get more 
ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ Ğůů�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ͘

We are asking you to OPPOSE this
ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�
school board members to OPPOSE
it at the IASB conference.

WůĞĂƐĞ� ƉůĂŶ� ƚŽ� ĂƩ ĞŶĚ� Ă� ďŽĂƌĚ�
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕�Žƌ�ĐĂůů�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
and ask to speak to the superinten-
dent. Ask him or her to share this
fact sheet with all board members.

Also ask the superintendent to get
back to you as soon as the district
ƚĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�η�ϯ�
ƚŽ�ůĞƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ �ǁ ŚĂƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�
is going to be.

We suggest that you find others in 
your school district to join you in
ƚŚŝƐ�Ğī Žƌƚ͘ ���Ʃ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĂƌĚ�
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƐƚĞƉ͘ ��
You can check the school web site
ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�
be held and where. You can do
that by Googling the district.

Share this with your friends and
neighbors. Many people are not
aware of what is going on in their
child’s school. Make sure they
know.

PLEASE SHARE THIS FACT SHEET

OPPOSE RESOLUTION #3

Thank you!

>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ŽĨ�t ŽŵĞŶ�s ŽƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�/ůůŝŶŽŝƐ�WŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�' ƵŶ�s ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ

' ƵŶ�s ŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ

WƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ůŝŵŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Žǁ ŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽĨ�ŚĂŶĚŐƵŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŵŝ-ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ǁ ĞĂƉŽŶƐ͘ ��

^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Į ƌĞĂƌŵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘

Do School Resource Officers Need More Training? ………...Page 2

What You Can Do

Do it NOW!


