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O C T O B E R   2 0 1 7            L W V C H I C A G O  V O T E R 

 

T H E   C H I C A G O  V O T E R   N E W S 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Dear Leaguers, 

It’s officially fall, and we are officially busy. The League of Women Voters’ calendar (see the calendar, sent separately) is 
full of meetings, events, and training programs as we gear up for elections in 2018, 2019, and 2020. Our members have 
been organizing speakers, lobbying elected officials, and supporting the hard work of democracy. 

To that end, we are holding a voter turnout summit with the UIC Political Science Department on November 17. We will 
bring together representatives of Chicago’s neighborhood and ethnic communities to find out how we can engage 
people in the political process. How do we increase turnout in the primaries? How do we remind people that they still 
have a voice in how their government is run even if their preferred candidate loses?  

And we’ve been having fun, too. After all, we are an interesting bunch of people! On November 12, join fellow League 
members for an outing to see The Taming of the Shrew at the Chicago Shakespeare Theatre (watch your email for an 
announcement coming soon). On June 29, 2018, as part of the LWVUS convention, we’ll be hosting a performance of 
The Second City. And, on February 14, 2020, we’ll celebrate our 100th anniversary at the UIC Forum. 

One great aspect of League membership is that you can be as busy as you want to be. Even if you don’t attend any 
events or serve on any committees, you are helping support our work. That’s really important. There is power in 
numbers, and so every member of our league helps us make a difference. 

And, alas, there is a lot of work to be done right now. Keep watching your emails for opportunities to take action and 
volunteer. Thank you.--  Annie 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 

Our 2017 Membership Directory will be released in 
October. This time we will send the directory to your 
email address as a PDF, so you can refer to it and print it 
as needed. This will allow us to update the directory 
throughout the year as new members join, keeping the 
directory current. We will significantly reduce our paper 
consumption by thousands of pages per year, as well as 
spend less money on printing, which means more of our 
funds will go to advocacy and education efforts. 

The directory will be available wherever you have 
access to your email. If you do not have access to email, 
you will be sent the directory via USPS. 

LWV Chicago will include members information in our 
2017 Membership Directory, unless you notify us 
otherwise. If you wish to remove, update and/or add to 
some or all of your information, please email 
MembershipChicago@gmail.com no later than 
October 3. 

Thank you for being a member of LWV Chicago! We 
look forward to another fruitful year with our growing 
membership! --  Pat Graunke 

REPORT FROM THE CHICAGO BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, AUGUST 24, 2017 

Six members of the board 
were present. This is a 

seven-member board and 
no mention was made of 
the seventh member's 
absence.  I emailed the 
board and asked why there 

were only six members at 
the meeting as well as only six 

listed on their website. I was told that Father Garanzini 
resigned on July 31st. There is no mention of the mayor 
selecting a new member to replace him. 

The Chief Financial Officer updated the board on the 
financial condition of the Chicago Public Schools: $5.41 
billion will be expended. There was a delay of $467 
million in block grants due to the state's funding 
problems, and there is a 10-percent reduction in the 
operating budget. As we are aware, the state has 
agreed on a new funding formula for schools. 

Chief Education Office Dr. Janice Jackson reported that 
schools would open on time and there were 13 back-to-
school "bashes.” This is the fifth year in a row that there 
was an improvement in the achievement gap for the 
English Language learners. The graduation rate of 85% is 
one goal for this year. There will be a focus on 

improvement in the achievement gap for the English 
Language Learners.  

Jessie Sharkey from the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) 
spoke about the "fantasy budget," since $500 million 
has not been secured. He also stated that hundreds of 
special education positions were closed, and vouchers 
are devastating to public schools. Mr. Sharkey stated 
that there is an acute enrollment crisis on the South and 
West sides. The union is against the new funding 
formula and suggests lobbying against SB1 (the new 
funding formula). 

The public was concerned about the National Teachers 
Academy, an elementary school. There are plans to 
close it as an elementary school and open as a high 
school which would have 1800 students. There was 
support for both positions. Rae Sokolow 

 

LWVIL EDUCATION FUNDING REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

School Funding Reform: 
(SB1 and SB1947): The 
following italicized 
section is from an article 
by WTTW which sums up 
the lead up to SB1947 

and its final passage. This bill finally gives Illinois the 
school funding reform it has long sought and will help 
ease the previous method of funding which was heavily 
dependent on local property taxes based on local 
property wealth, leading to unfair and inadequate 
funding. This Evidence Based Funding Model will now 
focus on the needs of the individual student while still 
taking into account local share. It increases funding to 
high need, low property wealth districts while 
preventing loss of funding (hold harmless) to all districts 
throughout the state.  

• While passage of SB 1947 is a significant win, it 
will not fix Illinois’ school funding discrepancies 
immediately.  Bill supporters believe an infusion of 
$5-6 Billion is needed to fully fund schools.  With a 
cash-strapped state, the addition of dollars will be 
slow. In FY 2018, that translates to an additional 
appropriation of $350 million. While $350 million 
is a significant amount and far better than what 
other budget items will receive, it will take over a 
decade to reach appropriate funding levels. 

• While the goal of adding dollars is the Legislature’s 
intent, it will be dependent on a fiscally healthy 
state. LWVIL supports a progressive income tax as 

mailto:MembershipChicago@gmail.com


3 

one method to achieve fiscal health and fully fund 
state needs. 

• LWVIL is still concerned about a property tax 
freeze being instituted in a future legislative 
session as that will undercut new dollars schools 
may receive.  

After years of working on school funding reform in both 
the General Assembly and the Illinois School Funding 
Reform Commission, lawmakers crafted a bill using an 
evidence-based funding model to level the playing field 
between wealthier and poorer school districts across the 
state. 

That bill, SB1, was vetoed by Gov. Bruce Rauner even 
though his Secretary of Education Beth Purvis said he 
agreed to 90 percent of it. 

The Illinois Senate overrode the governor’s amendatory 
veto, but the Illinois House of Representatives was 
unable to round up enough override votes. Instead, the 
four legislative leaders crafted a compromise, SB1947, 
which eventually passed. 

Included in SB1947 is a controversial private school tax 
credit scholarship program which was never debated by 
the General Assembly and surprised some who had been 
working on education funding reform. 

“Something this important deserved sunlight. Instead, it 
was cobbled together in the back room by a handful of 
people and pushed down the throats of the rank-and-file 
legislators,” said state Sen. Sam McCann (R-Plainview). 

“It now introduces a brand new tax credit for the 
wealthy who donate to scholarship funds for private 
schools,” McCann added. “It is not a voucher system, 
but it is rather more of a pay-to-play opportunity for the 
state’s most well-connected.” 

What remains unclear is how the state, which has a $15 
billion backlog of bills, will pay for the $75 million 
private school tax credits for the next five years and the 
billions of dollars needed to fully phase in the evidence-
based school funding model.” 

League Action: While supporting the overall bill (SB 
1947), LWVIL opposed the use of state funds for a tax 
credits for private schools pilot program. A Time For 
Action(TFA) was sent out with that message. 

LWVIL believes that this should have been offered as a 
separate bill for debate and vote. 

Claire McIntyre, Jean Pierce, Nancy Brandt

Welcome to New Members 

Elizabeth Browning 

Briana Burroughs 

Michele Childers 

Jane Ciacci 

Marjorie Ettlinger 

Gretchen Falk 

Dolores Fetes 

Colleen Fleming 

Jacquelyne Grimshaw 

Bridget Illian 

Wayne Kubasak 

Sarah Lincoln 

Ann Lindsey 

Lucille Lester 

Janice Moore 

Lisa Murray 

Laura Ring 

Laura Stern 

Florence Weisblatt 

Diana White 

 

VOTER SERVICE 

On Line Voter Registration  
Register to vote anytime, 
anywhere with a smart 
phone or from your 
computer. This method 
may be used by 

applicants who are in the Illinois Secretary of State’s 
data base with a driver’s license or State ID. Share this 
web site (ova.elections.il.gov) with anyone needing to 
register. 
 
Automatic Voter Registration, though passed in Illinois, 
this will not be implemented in the near future. 

Voter Registration Event LWVChicago will register 
voters at Chicago Housing Authority’s Operation Warm 
Coat on Saturday, October 28 from 8:00am 1:00pm at 
UIC Forum, 725 W Roosevelt. To volunteer for this 
event, contact the office. 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.ord?subject=Operation%20Warm
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Voter Registration at Cook County Jail 

LWVChicago is working 
with Chicago Votes to 
register detainees at Cook 

County Jail. Please let us know if you would like to 
participate in this project.  

See the Calendar (sent separately) for Deputy 
Voter Training Education Dates. 

 

FROM LWVUS 

Three Reasons to Celebrate National Voter 
Registration Day 

National Voter Registration Day, on September 26, gave 
us three reasons to be excited about our work. First, 
registering and voting is, hands-down, the BEST way for 
each of us to decide what happens in our country. 
Healthcare. The environment. Immigration. Our place in 
the world. It all comes down to the people we elect. 
This year and next, millions of Americans will face 
pivotal local, state and federal elections, making crucial 
decisions about the leaders who represent us and shape 
the policies that affect our lives. National Voter 

Registration Day 
reminded us to ask 
people in our lives to 
register and vote. 
Second, more than 
300 League affiliates 
registered voters 
locally on September 

26, along with more than 2,500 other participating 
partners nationwide! From coast to coast, in the media 
and online, LOTS of people heard the message that 
voter registration is important.  

Third, anybody can participate in National Voter 
Registration Day! Even 
those who couldn’t 
attend or host an in-
person registration 
drive took to social 
media to urge their 
networks to get 
registered, sent emails 

to friends and family, letting them know about elections 
in their area this year and encouraging them to 
determine if their voter registration is up to date. 

FROM LWVIL 

League Urges CHIP Extension 

LWVIL joined more than 50 organizations that are 
committed to improving health coverage for Illinois 
families in a letter urging Illinois legislators to pass a 
clean, five-year extension of the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), which provides $454 million 
for an estimated 325,000 Illinois children enrolled in 
CHIP. Read the letter HERE.  

 

FROM LWLMR 

League Urges Action on Clean Water Act 

Tell the US EPA and Army Corps of Engineers that 
you OPPOSE going back on protections for wetlands 
and small streams under the Clean Water Act. The 
agencies propose to rescind the 2015 Clean Water 
Rule and to re-codify the prior regulatory text that 
defined the "waters of the United States.”  A docket 
is open for comments on the proposed rule changes. 
The League opposes this proposal because: 

• The 2015 Clean Water Rule better protects the 
nation's waters. The prior rule is inadequate--as 
the Supreme Court ruled twice. 

• The Rule was created after appropriate 
consideration of the science relating to water 
connectivity. In fact, the EPA's Science Advisory 
Board wanted the rule to be even stronger. 

• Prior to adoption of the Rule, there was a lengthy 
and extensive public education process that 
resulted in historic levels of public comments. 

• Lake Michigan and its tributaries are the source 
of drinking water and enhance our lives. We 
value their aesthetic, economic, ecologic and 
recreation benefits. 

• Protection of Lake Michigan is our reason for 
being. 

 

Racine County (WI) meadow. 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Cook%20County%20Jail
http://www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
http://www.vote411.org/register#.Wcr2-mhSzIU
http://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/illinois_organizations_sign_on_to_extend_chip_9_17.pdf
http://chicagovotes.com/
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LWVLMR Announces Annual Meeting 

The 2017 LWVLMR Annual Meeting and Dinner will 
coincide with the State of Lake Michigan 
Conference, November 7-10, which is organized by 
the International Association of Great Lakes 
Research (IAGLR) to provide a bridge between the 
research and policy communities. See the 
LWVChicago October Calendar or LWVLMR website 
for registration information. Please see SOLM's 
website for the Conference pricing. 

FROM League of Women Voters of Cook 
County 

Report on Stroger Hospital Tour 

Members from some local Leagues in Cook County 
(including Chicago) toured the Stroger Hospital complex 
on Sept. 8 (see photo below), including the ER, the 
Trauma Center (treating life-threatening emergencies), 
the nearly deserted Fantus outpatient clinic (which is 
temporarily being moved to Stroger while a new nine-
story clinic/administration building is being 
constructed), the Outpatient Pharmacy, and Central 
Registration. 

 

Members of local Leagues throughout Cook County took a 
tour of the Stroger Hospital complex on Sept. 8. Photo by 
Chris Ruys.  

The tour was preceded by a presentation which 
emphasized the positive impact of the Affordable 
Health Care Act (ACA), especially the Medicaid 
expansion portion, on the Cook County Health & 
Hospitals System (HHS). HHS treats everyone, regardless 
of the ability to pay, from check-ups to life-threatening 
illnesses. No other county in Illinois offers such services. 
Since passage of the ACA, those without any form of 
insurance, which used to be the vast majority of 
patients, now number well below 50%. However, HHS 
still provides approximately $500 million in 

uncompensated care annually for those who are 
uninsured (including those in the Cook County Jail) or 
cannot pay their deductibles. 

Some observations by Linda Christensen, the League 
member who organized the tour: 

• Staff are considerate and soft-spoken; the hospital 
is quiet; floors and rooms are spotless. 

• The outpatient pharmacy uses large boxlike robots 
to package meds, which are then sorted into bins 
for each patient and distributed by number as 
patients appear to collect them, filling 1.9 million 
prescriptions annually. 

• Dr. Shadur in the ER helped us understand how 
patients are “triaged” according to severity and 
need for care. He emphasized that with 300 
patients per day, the unit is considered among the 
most “desirable” for fellows and interns due to 
the severity and diversity of afflictions, with 
translators to assist in many languages. 

• The trauma unit serves 500 patients per month, 
and treats 900 gunshot wounds annually. The 
chaplain spoke movingly of the many complex 
needs of trauma unit patients who require 
intervention on many levels for healing. 

Mark your calendars for an upcoming Chicago in Focus 
on the Cook County Health and Hospital System, 
November 30, 5:30 pm, Union League Club. Watch for 
details. 

Cook County Budget Time 
 

Cook County League members will be following the 
2018 budget processes for Cook County government, 
which includes the HHS. Normally, the Cook County 
President submits her proposed budget for review and 
amendment by the Board in October and November. 
This year the Board will also be debating and voting on 
whether the controversial sweetened beverage tax 
should be continued. If not, then either spending will 
need to be cut or other additional revenues will need to 
be found. 
 

Look for our Observers’ reports on the League’s web 
site under “Our Work/Eyewitness Reports.” Also look 
for a “Call to Action” from the League asking all 
members in Cook County to contact their Cook County 
Commissioner and urge them to actively participate and 
attend all the meetings during this budget process. 
Sadly, this has not been the case for all the 
Commissioners in the past.  Priscilla Mims 

  

http://iaglr.org/sol/solm17/
http://iaglr.org/sol/solm17/
http://www.lwvcookcounty.org/eyewitness.html
http://www.lwvcookcounty.org/eyewitness.html


6 

HEATHCARE REPORT 

THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

The ACA remains the law of the 
land, but because of lack of 
support from the Trump 
Administration, it is struggling. 

The enrollment period this year runs from November 1 
to December 15, down from three months in the past. 
There have been drastic cuts in the federal budget for 
advertising the enrollment period and for funding 
grants for the Navigator programs that assist people 
with enrollment. The Administration also has been 
providing insurance subsidies on a month to month 
basis. These changes, and the fact the U.S. Congress has 
been pursuing a "repeal and replace" agenda, have 
made insurance companies concerned about 
participating in the program. This is reflected in the 
rates the Illinois Department of Insurance submitted to 
the federal government on September 20. These rates 
indicate premium increases of 16 to 37 percent. (For 
more details, see the Chicago Tribune.) 

In the early days of the fall legislative session a 
bipartisan group of US senators began work on a 
national healthcare bill, but with the introduction of the 
Graham-Cassidy bill (see below), those efforts were 
pushed aside. 

GRAHAM-CASSIDY PROPOSAL  

At the present time U.S. 
Senate Republicans are 
attempting to pass the 
Graham-Cassidy bill, the 
latest attempt to repeal 
and replace the ACA. 
There is much pressure 
to move on this bill 

before September 30, after which 60 votes will be 
needed for passage. The proposed legislation 
(sponsored by Sen. Lindsay Graham of South Carolina 
and Bill Cassidy of Louisiana) turns funding for the ACA, 
including assistance for low and moderate-income 
workers and families to buy insurance on the healthcare 
exchanges, Medicaid expansion, and federal Medicaid 
funds, into state block grants. Each state then will be 
able to adjust coverage and essential benefits on its 
own. The formula in this proposal has an unusual 
funding plan; it provides more money for states that 
rejected Medicaid expansion than for those that 
expanded the program. It also ends block grants in 
2026, leaving total funding for those presently covered 
by these programs, including Medicaid, to each state. 

As this article is being written the fate of the proposed 
legislation is uncertain. On September 22 Sen. John 
McCain (R-AZ) joined Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) in 
opposition. Only one more vote is needed to defeat the 
bill, but pressure is being exerted on all Republicans to 
fulfill their promise to repeal Obamacare.  

GRAHAM-CASSIDY IN ILLINOIS For our state this 
proposal will have especially harsh results. A report 
from Avalere Health, a group of Washington, D.C. 
business and policy analysts, shows that Illinois would 
lose $8 billion for Medicaid between 2020 and 2026. 
When block grants expire, Illinois will lose $10 billion in 
2027 alone. Because of this, LWVIL signed on to a 
Protect Our Care Illinois letter to Gov. Rauner, asked 
members to contact the governor directly and request 
that he publicly and forcefully denounce the Graham-
Cassidy proposal, and sent a TFA urging members to 
express their opposition to their U.S Representatives.  

AT PRESS TIME (Sept 26), Senate Republicans report 
they will not bring the bill to a vote because of 
insufficient support among members. This includes the 
expected NO vote by Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME). 

 

CHIP  
The Children's 
Health Insurance 
Program is due 
to expire on 
September 30, 
unless legislative 

action is taken. On September 9 LWVIL joined 50 other 
community organizations on a letter sent to the Illinois 
Congressional Delegation urging them to pass a five-
year extension of CHIP funding. See the LWVIL website. 

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS  
Illinois HB40 protects 
a woman’s right to 
legal abortion in 
Illinois despite any 
future Supreme Court 
decisions, and it 
covers abortion 
services for Medicaid 

and state employees. The bill passed both Illinois 
houses in May. Although Gov. Rauner initially said he 
would veto it, he recently indicated he is undecided. 
LWVIL has issued a TFA in support of this bill.  
--    Margaret O'Hara 

 

http://digitaledition.chicagotribune.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=23711599-5631-43b6-bff8-0fe6435bd579
http://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/illinois_organizations_sign_on_to_extend_chip_9_17.pdf
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Reproductive-Rights-HB40.html?soid=1103416423727&aid=OCAE-s7CtBI


 

 

 
 

 
League of Women Voters of Chicago  

and  
Union League Club of Chicago 

present 

Chicago in Focus 
  

Wednesday, October 18, 2017 
 

Sanctuary Cities 
 

 
 

Rebecca Glenberg, ACLU 
Lead attorney, immigration issues, sanctuary cities 

Chicago’s Welcoming City Ordinance seeks to advance public safety and protect immigrant communities by limiting the 
City’s participation in federal immigration enforcement. 

How does it work, how does it fall short?  What are the implications for immigrants in Chicago? 
 
 

Union League Club    5:30 – 7 p.m. 
65 W. Jackson Blvd.    Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Chicago, IL      Program begins at 6 p.m. 

 
Program is free, advance registration is requested. 

Cash bar and light refreshments available. 
Dress: Business casual, no jeans/denim. 

 
RSVP to 312-939-5949 or League@LWVChicago.org 

Bring a friend! 
 

Follow us on social media! 
Facebook.com/LWVChicago 

Twitter: @LWVChicago 
Instagram: @LWVChicago 

 

 

 

 
 
Join your friends and colleagues of the League of Women Voters as we see Artistic Director 
Barbara Gaines’ adaptation of Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew, a comedy about the 
courtship of Katherine and Petruchio. The play is set in 1919 when members of a Chicago 
women’s club rehearse their parts in the Taming of the Shrew while in the midst of demanding 
women’s suffrage. It’s a light-hearted opportunity to witness and appreciate the struggle of 
women during the Suffragist Era as well as appreciate our current struggle to protect the vote 
and strive for equal rights. 
 
 

Payment must be received by October 27 
Note: Tickets are limited, reserve early 

Pay online 
or mail a check made out to 

LWVChicago Education Fund 
to LWVChicago, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 634 

Chicago, IL 60604 
 

*This production preceded at 1:00 pm by a Preamble lasting 30 minutes when 
Barbara Gaines will present the historical context of Shakespeare’s play and the 

historical context of the Suffragist Era. The performance begins at 2:00 pm 
For transportation and parking information visit: 

chicagoshakes.com/your_visit/parking_and_directions 
 

Sunday, November 12, 2017, 2 PM* 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater 

Navy Pier 
Cost: $75 


