
League of Women Voters Cook County Annual Meeting Report
We are required by our bylaws to send you a status report of our current program.  The following is a summary 
of our program activities from the May 2016 Annual Meeting to date:
 
LWVCC held one Lunch and Learn event last summer featuring former HHS Board Member, Wayne Lerner, 
and Civic Federation President, Laurence Msall on the sustainability of the County's Hospital System.  Both 
presenters did an excellent job and while we learned a great deal, the question of sustainability is still 
uncomfortably fluid.
 
LWVCC Observers continue to attend Cook County Board and committee meetings, the CC Health & Hospital 
Systems Board/committee meetings, and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District . Observer reports can 
be read on the “county eyewitness" blog which is accessed by going to our new website at  http://
lwvcookcounty.org .
 
LWVCC was briefed by President Preckwinkle’s staff on the preliminary 2017 Cook County Budget; and 
LWVCC had observers on site or by video at most Cook County departmental budget hearings. Their reports 
are also available on our new website under the "county eyewitness" tab (scroll to the page bottom and click 
for archived reports).  
 
Our/Budget & Structure Interest took the lead on promoting the consolidation of the Recorders Office into the 
Clerk Office.  We conducted a study and published our findings which were used by the Civic Federation and 
the CC Commissioners.  A Position Hand Out was created and distributed across the county.  In addition, the 
committee has been very active in the areas of transparency and efficiency.  To this end, we were successful in 
getting the County to move the Consent Calendar from the regular board meeting day which can save one to 
two hours of board meeting time and increase the attention and effectiveness of board members since 
meetings hopefully will no longer drag on for 3-4 hours.
 
The Criminal Justice Interest has been working very hard to advocate for its 2016 study recommendations.  
We are gratified that the County held a hearing on the elimination of cash bail at which we testified.  We 
continue to work with other organizations such as Appleseed to promote pre-trial justice for those facing 
charges. And we continue to meet with the major Stakeholders and the AOIC to monitor their progress on 
implementing the recommendations from the Administrative Office of the Supreme Court [AOIC].
 
With the passage of the Affordable Care Act, the CC Health and Hospital System, and thereby the County, 
have benefited through the enrollment of eligible patients.  This has resulted in a sizable reimbursement to the 
county for care of patients that previously had no insurance or means of payment.  A  Power Point 
Presentation, including a speaker, is available for local Leagues' program calendars.  Our newest concern is 
the likely repeal of the ACA which will have a massive impact on the County's health care system.
 
The Voter Service Committee  and board participated in another successful Video Voters Guide for the 2016 
fall elections.   Collaborating with WTTW,  two-minute videos of  candidates running in the Cook County 
general election for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Board, for county offices, and selected 
congressional seats were produced.
 
LWVCC is now more active on Facebook and Twitter.  If you haven't liked us on Facebook, please do. Our 
website is:  http://lwvcookcounty.org .  Check It Out - and then give us your feedback.
 


