
2019 LWV IL Convention Notes
Bylaws changes were adopted that pave the way for the state league to become a 501c3 organization 
in two years, following the example of OPRF, and confirming the wisdom of our move.  The state board 
and ED are receiving pro bono assistance from the law firm of Katten Muchin to make the shift.as a 
local league   We were reminded that as a local league   We were reminded that it is very important to 
keep track of expenditures for advocacy.  A nonprofit like LWVOPRF cannot spend more than about 
20% of its budget on lobbying and grassroots advocacy for bills.  

Membership -- for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiative, members are urged to read "White 
Fragility" and "The Color of Law."  The Chicago League demonstrated that by partnering with different 
groups, finding areas of common interest, and working to accomplish a goal (like re-naming Congress 
to Ida B. Wells Drive), people will learn what the League offers and may join.  There are currently over 
3700 members in 40 local leagues.

Program for 2019-2021

The Criminal Justice position update study will be continued.

Areas of focus that were adopted by the convention:
Affordable Housing
Abolish the Electoral College through a constitutional amendment
Census
Environment -- A Climate Energy Resolution was adopted by the will of the convention, which allows 
local leagues to advocate for their local governments to adopt "Climate Emergency Declarations"  like 
the one presented at the convention,and to urge relevant action by local governments to reduce CO2 
emissions, as broadly defined by the local league.
Fiscal:  Graduated Income Tax
Gun Violence Prevention
Immigration
Redistricting

New board and staff.  There was a good deal of turnover of the board.  Of the 15 officers and 
directors, only 6 are returning.  The new president is Allyson Haut, who was on the board.  There will be 
8 new people on the board.

The staff at the state office now includes 3 full-time employees:  Audra Wilson, Executive Director; 
Morgan Lyn, Marketing & Communications Specialist; and Marlo Carthen, Administrative Manager.

The adopted budget that combines LWVIL and LWVILEF has a deficit of $113,312.  Audra plans a new 
fundraising strategy that look for financial support beyond the League members who have been the 
primary source of past support.  "Phonathon" is no more.  The 100th anniversary celebration will 
include a big gala.  PMP will remain at $32 for the next 2 years.

The caucus on the 100th anniversary generated some interesting ideas to share the League story with 
the public.  Displays at local libraries; marching in parades in suffragist dresses; fashion show of the 
decades of the League (and other things OPRF has done).  Working with local schools to have the kids 
do art projects or essays on what is means to vote could be great.  Someone is creating a template for 
coloring sheets for kids, temporary tattoos.  Geocache contests, Pokemon sites.  We could commission 
a mural to depict the 100th and the power of voting.  (Ann Lee, the Lagrange LWV president, formerly 



lived in Oak Park, and her husband Jeff Lee does murals.  Perhaps Camille Wilson White would help 
arrange this.)
The LWVUS is working on getting quarters issued with notable women from each state.
The Issues Briefing will be held at UIC in conjunction with a symposium on the League's 100 years in 
February 2020.

A caucus on  the new Firearms Restraining Order law suggested some actions we as a local league 
could take:
--hold a public forum with NAMI, domestic violence providers, and the local police and sheriff.  The 
Illinois Coalition against Handgun Violence has speakers through SpeakforsafetyIL.org.
--call the local police chiefs to ask what training has been done, how many such restraining orders have 
been issued locally, and how we can help spread the word about the availability of this way to keep 
residents safe.  Check with the circuit court clerks to see whether the forms are available and 
assistance is offered to family members to complete the petitions, and whether help is available in other 
languages.
The Firearms Restraining Order petition can be filed by a family member or by law enforcement.  It is 
effective for 14 days, time enough to cool off or get mental health treatment started.  The sheriff's office 
is responsible for serving notice to the individual that the petition was granted, and for searching for 
guns and removing them from the person's possession for the length of the order.  Other states with 
this process have seen suicides prevented.  People who had an order issued held an average of 7 
guns.  

Higher Education Debt Caucus
A group of league members is interested in studying how to achieve free or reduced costs for higher 
education.  There was agreement that the graduated rate income tax and more state revenues are 
necessary to provide more adequate support for community colleges and universities.  The problem of 
huge college loans affects our youth; 61% of students in Illinois leave school wtih an average debt of 
$28,424.   Americans older than 60 owe more than $86 billion in unpaid college loans, and some are 
seeing their Social Security benefits garnished to pay off their student debt.   Anyone interested in 
working on this issue is invited to join a google group with Deborah Orr and Diane Hodges.


