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Dear SVUSD Parents & Guardians,

Thank you for all that you are doing to support your children through the beginning of this very unique school year.  We understand how difficult it has been on families as students are not able to be in school all day, every day as we have always done in the past.  We continue to look for ways to make teaching and learning more engaging and effective for our students.  To that end, we are reaching out to parents to solicit your help in an effort to maximize engagement and effective learning during live, synchronous instruction (e.g., Zoom & Google).  In order to do so, we are requesting that you encourage your child to have their video/camera turned on during live, synchronous instruction.  While it is not required for your student to have their video on during live synchronous instruction, the teacher’s ability to see your student’s face improves your child’s instructional experience as it allows the teacher to make adjustments based on reading the nonverbal cues and behavior of the class and each individual student (e.g., asking clarifying questions, following up with individual students who appear to be struggling with a concept, and prompting inattentive behavior.)

The teacher’s ability to make these adjustments benefits each student and the class as a whole, resulting in teachers being able to instruct more effectively while enhancing engagement for students.  If you have any concerns or questions about your child’s video being turned on during synchronous instruction, please contact your school site.

Thank you again for your partnership and support throughout this very unusual school year. 

Thank you,

Liza Zielasko
Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services

