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Getting into the weed(s)
Licensing and the legal supply of cannabis

Dr James Nicholls, University of Stirling
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Drug deaths per million people are at the
highest level since records began
England and Wales, 1993 to 2020*
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Liverpool gang 'using serious violence' and 'recruiting
children' to take over town's drugs trade

Police have targeted a county lines group targeted a Lancashire town
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FEDERAL CANNABIS
REGULATIONS
WORKING GROUP

RECOMMENDATIONS REPORT

Policy
Alliance.
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Can you create sufficient availability to challenge
illegal supply without flooding the market?

Can you attract customers away from established
supply networks while preventing irresponsible
marketing and point-of-sale promotion?

Can you provide quality, competitively-priced
products while ensuring taxation revenues and
maintaining floor prices?
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Challenge 2: protecting health while promoting social justice

How do you create a market which doesn’t
exclude the same communities hit hardest by
prohibition?

How do you reduce barriers to markets while
maintaining availability controls?

How do you ensure safe supply without creating
barriers to production?
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Challenge 3: dealing with product strength

How to create a system for regulating
product type and strength?

Is there an ‘iron law’ of commercial
markets too?

LN \ A
4
Promoting Excellence n icensing #NTC2022 1%‘ R e

All speakers views are their own and not necessarily the views of the loL



Institute of Licensing - National Training Conference

Promoting Excellence in Licensing

Federal Cannabis Act passed October 2018
Explicit priorities:

* Protection of public health

* Protection of children and young people
* Reduction of criminal activities

Production controlled at federal level

Distribution and supply devolved to states and
provinces

Federal limitations on packaging, marketing and retail
outlet design

Federal excise duties + state-level sales taxes

Duties set by weight, not strength
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Federal Cannabis Act passed October 2018
Explicit priorities:

* Protection of public health

« Protection of children and young people
* Reduction of criminal activities

Production controlled at federal level

Distribution and supply devolved to states and
provinces

Federal limitations on packaging, marketing and retail
outlet design

Federal excise duties + state-level sales taxes

Duties set by weight, not strength
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Figure 1. Number of cannabls possession charge counts in youth (aged 12-17 years) versus adults (aged 18 years and
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arrests

cannabis a class A drug
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Starmer against changing drug laws as
Suella Braverman wants to make London considers reducing cannabis
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Sadiq Khan launches commission to

examine cannabis legality
-

of UK policics on non-class Adrugs
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