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Drugs, Trends and Harm Reduction
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Responsible venues can take all the precautions to limit the 
opportunities for drugs to be dealt and used on the premises.

Sadly accidents will happen as people will front load their drugs 
before entering the venue and the illegal drug market does not 
supply a consistent product.  

Look to work with all relevant services and provide as much 
health/harm reduction messages as you can.  Provide training for 
all staff on what to watch out for and circulate drug/health 
warnings to them as and when needed. 
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Recreational drug users do 
not see their drug use as 
deviant behaviour, but as 

part of their normal social 
activities.  

They take drugs because 
they want to and they, 

generally, enjoy it.
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If you know that people may be taking, or be under the influence of drugs, 
then you should ensure your premises, staff and customers are as safe as 
possible. 

Are “Zero Tolerance” posters the best message?

Provide harm reduction messages. 
Have staff trained to know what to look for and know what advice to give.

Have a Drug Awareness lead staff member, in the same way you would 
have a Fire Officer or First Aider?

Providing harm reduction advice is not condoning drug use, it is reducing 
risks  
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ONS Figures
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Cocaethylene
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ECSTASY DEATHS
Not enough water!
Too much water!
Strong pill
Wrong substance
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A male vaping a liquid bought as THC Oil.
Found in the bathroom under the shower head while not actually 
standing in the shower. Laceration to his forehead.
In the kitchen, all the glassware and plates had been smashed.
Although he wasn’t violent he was not in control of his actions and 
had to be restrained. His heart was ‘racing’.

In a separate incident a male was behaving very aggressively after 
taking it. Was injured after head butting a taxi 

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Institute of Licensing 
National Training Conference 2021

Day 2 
Session 4 

© Institute of Licensing 2021 Page 8 of 12



9

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Institute of Licensing 
National Training Conference 2021

Day 2 
Session 4 

© Institute of Licensing 2021 Page 9 of 12



10

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Institute of Licensing 
National Training Conference 2021

Day 2 
Session 4 

© Institute of Licensing 2021 Page 10 of 12



11

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

Institute of Licensing 
National Training Conference 2021

Day 2 
Session 4 

© Institute of Licensing 2021 Page 11 of 12



12

Promoting Excellence in Licensing for 25 years#NTC2021

PROMOTE THE POSITIVES
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