
 National News Literacy Week  
 

About News Literacy Project 
For more than a decade, NLP has helped young people learn to judge the credibility of what 
they’re reading, watching and hearing and make smart decisions about what to trust, share and 
act on. We are the nation’s leading provider of news literacy education. But news literacy is not 
just for young people; it’s an essential skill for the 21st century. With National News Literacy 
Week, NLP and Scripps are bringing news literacy to the general public.  
 
Value of news literacy to youth 
Young people are dealing with the most challenging information ecosystem in human history, 
rife with misinformation, hoaxes and falsehoods that distort students’ understanding of their 
world. To become critical thinkers who demand the truth, they need news literacy skills.  
  
We believe that news literacy education — learning how to know what to believe — is the most 
effective approach to meeting this challenge. The Checkology virtual classroom, the News 
Literacy Project’s online learning platform, teaches students to separate fact from fiction, to 
understand the vital role of a free press in a democracy, and to become informed and engaged 
participants in civic life.  
 
Giving young people these tools isn’t complicated. It’s simply an updated version of civics 
education, one that helps students inoculate themselves from the pandemic of misinformation — 
whether from trolls, profiteers or adversarial governments — that infects our public discourse. 
 
Rephrased for general public 
There’s no denying that today’s complex information ecosystem challenges all of us. We believe 
that there is a solution: news literacy. Nothing less than the health of our democracy is at stake. 
 
NLP’s mission 
The News Literacy Project, a nonpartisan national education nonprofit, provides educators with 
tools and resources to teach their students how to navigate today’s complex information 
landscape, learn to judge the credibility of information for themselves, and become engaged 
and informed participants in our democracy. 
 
Why now? Urgency of news literacy 
As we approach the 2020 presidential election, this issue could not be more urgent. Conspiracy 
theories, hoaxes, rumors and outright falsehoods proliferate on social media platforms, 
multiplying with each like, share and retweet, threatening the integrity of our electoral process. 
 
We are increasingly inclined to accept as credible the news and the social media posts that align 
with our beliefs and to dismiss content that contradicts our beliefs as biased, or even “fake.” This 
tendency to see the news through such prisms makes us vulnerable to content that plays to our 
biases, exploits our vulnerabilities and further widens our divisions. 
 
Last year, using data provided by Twitter, researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology reported that a false news story was 70% more likely to be retweeted than one that 
was true. They also discovered that while true stories rarely reached more than 1,000 people, the 
top 1% of false stories routinely spread to between 1,000 and 100,000.  

 

 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146

