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What is Lunar New Year?

Chinese Lunar New Year’s Day is celebrated every year on the first day of the traditional lunisolar Chinese calendar, typically occurring between January 21 and February 20. This year, it falls on January 29. It is also commonly referred to as Lunar New Year or Spring Festival. During Chinese New Year, people visit their families at home gatherings. This allows for bonding, especially for those who live apart from their loved ones. These observances give them a wonderful chance to reunite and celebrate as one.

In the past, Chinese New Year was a special time to honor deities and ancestors. 

During present-day celebrations, there are several commonplace traditions practiced by people. For instance, homes are thoroughly cleaned out. This cleaning is symbolic of chasing out bad luck and ushering good fortune into the year. Families gather and enjoy special meals. Young ones are given money in red envelopes. On the final day, the ‘Lantern Festival’ takes place. During the festival, glowing lanterns are hung up in temples or carried around. The streets are taken over by parades and ceremonial dances.

Template social media:
· [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate and acknowledge the struggles and successes of the Chinese community. This month we celebrate and acknowledge the struggles and successes of the Chinese people to hold on to an identity that is their own, while taking pride in the pathbreakers that helped build this country. We are grateful for their contributions. 
· Chinese have served in government and the military, headed schools and corporations, architects, artists, entertainers, chefs, scientists and much, much more. [Name of Corporation/Company] honors their contributions. #LunarNewYear.
· The U.S. has many heritage months to celebrate the communities that form our national mosaic. By celebrating these months, we learn about one another, and honor the complexity and richness of our nation. This month, [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate Lunar New Year.
· [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of our Chinese employee for their work. #LunarNewYear!
· January 29 is Chinese Lunar New Year [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate these communities that enrich the tapestry of our diverse society.
· Chinese contributions are everywhere (sports, music, art, culture, science, tech,

                       businesses, etc.) They are at the heart of America’s progress; at [Company/Organization
                       Name], we celebrate their impact and recognize every industry needs Chinese for its growth.            
Template Press Release:
[Name of Corporation/Company] Celebrates Lunar New Year
[Date, Place] 
[Name of Corporation/Company] is honored to join the nation in celebrating Lunar New Year this January 29.
Each day, all our communities are enriched by the diversity and talents of the people of this nation — from frontline workers and military families to business leaders and community activists to artists, entertainers, writers, and public servants. 

During National Lunar New Year, we honor the diverse history of generations of Chinese, whose aspirations and achievements have shaped the soul of our Nation.

America can be defined in one word: possibilities. The Chinese community has always embodied that ideal.  It lives in the dreams of those who have only just arrived here and in the legacy of families who have been here for centuries.  Their faith and drive have pushed our country to grow, prosper, and pursue its highest ideals. 

During National Lunar New Year, we salute the vital contributions of these public servants and of the more than 4.7 million Chinese who help make our Nation stronger every day. Chinese history is American history.  It is a story of hard work, family, faith, pride, and possibility, and it is proof that there is nothing we cannot do when we do it together.
Together, you show what it means to be the hope and light for better days ahead. We wish you peace, prosperity, health, and a Happy Lunar New Year.
Template Letter to Corporate CEOs
(Date)

Below is a sample letter for employees that corporations can use when acknowledging Mahayana New Year with staff.


Dear colleagues,

We are thrilled to recognize and celebrate Lunar New year in January. This annual observance provides us with an opportunity to acknowledge the invaluable contributions of the communities that make up our employee base and our country.

As a company that thrives in diversity and inclusivity, we take immense pride in the multicultural backgrounds that our employees bring to our workplace. Embracing diversity not only fosters creativity and innovation but also strengthens our commitment to unity and equality.
Let us use this time to celebrate the richness of our collective heritage and continue building an inclusive and supportive environment for all. We are proud to learn about history and celebrate Lunar New Year.

Thank you for being a part of [Company Name] and for contributing to the vibrant and diverse tapestry that makes our company so unique. Together, we can make a meaningful difference by embracing and celebrating the diverse backgrounds that shape our workforce.

We honor the legacies and achievements of generations of our Asian Americans.
Happy Lunar New Year! Let's come together to make this a memorable and enlightening experience for all.

Sincerely,

[Company Name]. 

Please take a minute to learn more about Lunar New Year by clicking on this LINK.
Talking points that corporations can use when acknowledging Lunar New Year.
· This January [Name of corporation] is proud to celebrate Lunar New Year and the many contributions that have been made to the United States.
· Chinese have contributed in countless ways to their communities and this nation as loyal and patriotic citizen. At [Name of corporation], we appreciate their contributions.
· At [Name of corporation], we celebrate numerous heritage months that highlight the communities that form our national tapestry. By celebrating them, we learn about one another, honor the complexity and richness of our nation, and strengthen the fabric of American society. We are proud to include Lunar New Year.
·  Chinese are driving prosperity, power, and progress. From population growth       to representation, economy, and education, Latinos are advancing the country in a positive direction and driving American progress.  

How to observe Mahayana New Year in the Pharmacy 
1. Post on social media - Use #LunarNewYear to post on social media. Honor the millions of Asian Americans who have brought their culture of compassion and loving-kindness towards all living beings to America. 

2. Tell your stories - If you have Chinese culture in you, make sure your family history, traditions, and values stay alive! Tell stories that have been passed down. Many Chinese families have meaningful accounts of hardships, discovery and drive that brought them to where they are today.
3. Honor your employees - Highlight your Chinese employees on internal communications such as newsletters, web banners, posters, and data presentations.
4. Partner with a local community event - local community groups come together to showcase traditions from various cultures for the new year. Many events host a lion dance for good fortune or dragon dance to ward off bad luck and welcome strength for the new year.
5. Wear your most stylish red outfit - For remote or in-person teams, you can have everyone sport red, which represents good fortune and joy. Along with increasing your good luck, it wards off evil spirits as you enter the new year.                                                       
6. OTC Corner - Create an OTC Chinese display at your pharmacy with medication well known to your Chinese population or set up a corner with different types of Chinese merchandise for example stickers, mugs, totes, posters, etc.

Resources

    https://nationaltoday.com/chinese-lunar-new-years-day/#how-to
    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_New_Year
