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What is Pioneer Day?

Pioneer Day, celebrated on July 24 every year, is a homage to the arrival of the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints pioneers in the state of Utah. Led by Brigham Young, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints pioneers settled in Utah in 1847 after years of religious persecution and traveling nonstop. Their prophet, Joseph Smith, had been murdered a few years earlier by a mob. Fearing for their lives and hoping to find a more peaceful place to settle, most members fled Illinois. Today, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints community honors the day by holding rallies, parades, and fun contests throughout Utah and in regions of surrounding states originally settled by Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints pioneers. Pioneer Day is also celebrated by many as a patriotic day. Pioneers, particularly members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints pioneers, have worked hard to establish a name for themselves and their community in many states of America.


Template social media:

· [bookmark: _Hlk167461479][Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate and acknowledge the struggles and successes of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints community. July, we celebrate a community that hold on to an identity that is their own, while taking pride in the pathbreakers that helped build this country. We are grateful for their contributions. #PioneerDay
· Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have served in government and the military, headed schools and corporations, architects, artists, entertainers, chefs, scientists and much, much more. [Name of Corporation/Company] honors their contributions. #PioneerDay
· The U.S. has many heritage and religious holidays to celebrate the communities that form our national mosaic. By celebrating these times, we learn about one another, and honor the complexity and richness of our nation. This July, [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate #PioneerDay with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community
· [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of our Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints employees and patients. #PioneerDay
· The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints community contributions are everywhere (sports, music, art, culture, science, tech,
businesses, etc.) They are at the heart of America’s progress; at [Company/Organization Name], we celebrate their impact and recognize every industry needs the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community for its growth. #PioneerDay



Template Press Release:

[Name of Corporation/Company] Pioneer Day 
[Date, Place] 
[Name of Corporation/Company] is honored to join the nation in celebrating Pioneer Day this July

Today, we remember the extraordinary pioneers who uprooted their lives and undertook an incredible leap of faith into the unknown.  Their stories and accomplishments are lasting reminders of the importance of religious freedom and the enduring strength and spirit of the American people.

Each day, all our communities are enriched by the diversity and talents of the people of this nation — from frontline workers and military families to business leaders and community activists to artists, entertainers, writers, and public servants. 

During Pioneer Day, we honor the diverse history of generations of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community, whose aspirations and achievements have shaped the soul of our Nation.

America can be defined in one word: possibilities. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community has always embodied that ideal.  It lives in the dreams of those who have only just arrived here and in the legacy of families who have been here for centuries.  Their faith and drive have pushed our country to grow, prosper, and pursue its highest ideals. 

During Pioneer Day, we salute the vital contributions of these public servants and of the more than 17,255,394 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who help make our Nation stronger every day. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community is a story of hard work, family, faith, pride, and possibility, and it is proof that there is nothing we cannot do when we do it together.

Together, you show what it means to be the hope and light for better days ahead. We wish you peace, prosperity, health, and Happy Pioneer Day.





Template Letter to Corporate CEOs

[Date]
Below is a sample letter for employees that corporations can use when acknowledging Pioneer Day with staff.

Dear colleagues,

We are thrilled to recognize and celebrate the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community this July. This annual observance provides us with an opportunity to acknowledge the invaluable contributions of the communities that make up our employee base and our country.

Our Nation honors the ingenuity, industry, and unwavering commitment to faith of all those who endured frontier hardships.  These pioneers worked tirelessly to transform the arid desert landscape into a blossoming new home where their families could live in peace and prosperity.  The legacy they helped build across the American West lives on through hundreds of cities and towns that continue to thrive in the 21st century.

As a company that thrives in diversity and inclusivity, we take immense pride in the multicultural backgrounds that our employees bring to our workplace. Embracing diversity not only fosters creativity and innovation but also strengthens our commitment to unity and equality.

Let us use this time to celebrate the richness of our collective heritage and continue building an inclusive and supportive environment for all. We are proud to learn about history and celebrate Pioneer Day

Thank you for being a part of [Name of Corporation/Company] and for contributing to the vibrant and diverse tapestry that makes our company so unique. Together, we can make a meaningful difference by embracing and celebrating the diverse backgrounds that shape our workforce.

We honor the legacies and achievements of generations of our Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community

Happy Pioneer Day! Let's come together to make this a memorable and enlightening experience for all.

Please take a minute to learn more about Pioneer Day by clicking on this LINK.
[bookmark: _Hlk167463611]
Sincerely,
[Name of Corporation/Company]

Talking points that corporations can use when acknowledging Pioneer Day
· This July [Name of corporation] is proud to celebrate Pioneer Day Month and the many contributions that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community have been made to the United States.
· The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community have contributed in countless ways to their communities and this nation as loyal and patriotic citizen. At [Name of corporation], we appreciate their contributions.
· [bookmark: _Hlk167463952]At [Name of corporation], we celebrate numerous heritage months that highlight the communities that form our national tapestry. By celebrating them, we learn about one another, honor the complexity and richness of our nation, and strengthen the fabric of American society. We are proud to include Pioneer Day.
·  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community is driving prosperity, power, and progress. From population growth to representation, economy, and education, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community members are advancing the country in a positive direction and driving American progress.  


How to observe Pioneer Day in the Pharmacy 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk167465434]Post on social media - Use #PioneerDay to post on social media. Honor the millions of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who have brought their culture of compassion and loving-kindness towards all living beings to America. 
2. Tell your stories - If you are part of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community, make sure your family history, traditions, and values stay alive! Tell stories that have been passed down. Many CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS families have meaningful accounts of hardships, discovery and drive that brought them to where they are today.
3. Honor your employees - Highlight your Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints employees and patients on internal communications such as newsletters, web banners, posters, and data presentations.
4. Pioneer Day Dinner - If you’re ready to go all out for Pioneer Day, there’s nothing quite like a full pioneer-themed dinner! If you want to get really authentic, check out “A Melting Pot of Pioneer Recipes,” which also includes the recipe for the Swedish jam cake and Norwegian fruit soup mentioned earlier. Or if you want to mix things up, make some easy Dutch oven recipes, fresh-squeezed lemonade, and homemade ice cream. Decorate with some checked tablecloths and bring a few fresh-cut flowers as centerpieces for table decorations.

5. Target Practice - See how good of an aim you have this Pioneer Day with some target practice! Just set up a few empty cans in a park or backyard and see who can knock down the most. Remember to make sure your way is clear before you shoot and that the method you use to knock down the cans is safe for everyone involved—even something as simple as gathering a few good rocks to throw will do the job.
6. OTC Corner - Create an OTC Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints display at your pharmacy with items well known to your Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Community or set up a corner with different types of merchandise for example stickers, mugs, totes, posters, calendars, temple garments etc.



Resources

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/teachings-of-presidents-of-the-church-gordon-b-hinckley/chapter-4-the-pioneer-heritage-of-faith-and-sacrifice?lang=eng
https://www.ldsliving.com/10-reasons-why-July-6-is-significant-in-church-history/s/11402
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Membership_statistics_of_the_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints
https://www.ldsliving.com/11-fun-ideas-to-help-you-celebrate-pioneer-day-in-style/s/10805
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/presidential-message-pioneer-day/






