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What is Autism Awareness Month?

Created by the United Nations General Assembly, on December 18 of 2007 World Autism Awareness Day lands on April 2 every year.  Autism Spectrum Disorder is a developmental disorder characterized by behavioral and communicational affections that impact a person’s ability to navigate social interactions and also causes repetitive and restricted behavior. The day recognizes and spreads awareness for the rights of people with autism. The condition typically starts during childhood and continues into adulthood.
CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) statistics revealed that autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is 4.3 times more prevalent in boys than it is in girls. This is because girls “often go undiagnosed because they don’t fit autism stereotypes and they mask symptoms better than boys do,” according to the Child Mind Institute. There is no better way to celebrate this day than by becoming aware of the characteristics of people with this condition and how all of us can do better to increase our own understanding and promote kindness.
Template social media:
· [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate #AutismAwarenessMonth. World Autism Awareness Day celebrates the resilience of those affected by the disorder and supports causes that promote awareness of it.
· Name of Corporation/Company] celebrates our connections to the diversity of people from all walks of life, we find support and courage to speak up for inclusion, respect, and opportunity. #AutismAwarenessMonth
· [Name of Corporation/Company] aims to educate the public about the Autism Spectrum Disorders, risk factors, and the importance of early detection and management. # AutismAwarenessMonth
· Celebrate #AutismAwarenessMonth with [Name of Corporation/Company]!
· April is #AutismAwarenessMonth. [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate these communities that enrich the tapestry of our diverse society. 
Template Press Release:
[Name of Corporation/Company] Celebrates Autism Awareness Month
[Date, Place] - [Name of Corporation/Company] is honored to join the nation in celebrating Autism Awareness Month this April.
“We are proud to commemorate Autism Awareness Month this April,” said [Head of Corporation/Company]. One in 36 children in the U.S. have autism. 74% of autistic students in the U.S. graduate with a diploma, versus 86% of all students. 
This month, we celebrate the courage and resilience of this community; and we honor the medical professionals, loved ones, and advocates who do so much to help support it and keep driving us toward a cure. As we celebrate Autism Awareness Month, [Name of Corporation/Company] continues to educate, honor, and value the richness of the diversity of our employees and their contributions to accomplishing our mission.    

Template Letter to Corporate CEOs
[Date]

Below is a sample letter for employees that corporations can use when acknowledging Autism Awareness Month with staff.


Dear colleagues,
One of the traits that makes [name of company/corporation] special is our diverse cultural mosaic. 
Heritage months allow us to celebrate the history, culture, and many contributions of the communities that make up our employee base and our country.
April is Autism Awareness Month, and we are proud to celebrate this community and the many contributions that they have made to our nation.
We salute our employees from both the Autistic community and the many contributions they have made to our country.
At [name of organization/corporation], we are proud to learn and celebrate their history, culture, accomplishments, and diversity!
Please take a minute and learn more about Autism Awareness Month by clicking on this LINK.
Sincerely,
[Name of organization/corporation]
Talking points that corporations can use when acknowledging Autism Awareness Month
· This April [Name of corporation] is proud to celebrate #AutismAwarenessMonth and the many contributions that Autistic Americans have made to the United States.
· Autistic Americans have contributed in countless ways to their communities and these nation as loyal and patriotic citizens. At [Name of corporation], we appreciate their contributions.
· At [Name of Corporation/Company], we celebrate numerous holidays that highlight the communities that form our national tapestry. By celebrating them, we learn about one another, honor the complexity and richness of our nation, and strengthen the fabric of American society. We are proud to include Autism Awareness Month
· [Name of Corporation/Company] continues to play an invaluable role in lifting this important commemoration. 
· Name of Corporation/Company] salutes our employees with autism and the contributions they have made to our country. 

· [Name of Corporation/Company] invites our employees and our customers/clients to join us in celebrating Autism Awareness Month during April.
How to Observe Autism Awareness Month in the Pharmacy 
1. Post on social media - Use #AustismAwarenessMonth to post on social media. Honor the millions of people with autism who have impacted us in the USA.
2. Organizing Autism Awareness Events - To foster greater understanding, help your team learn about autism and how to create a more inclusive workplace for everyone. Autism awareness events can help everyone learn together, becoming advocates for everyone on the team to thrive.
3. Share information online - Even nowadays when almost everyone has access to information, there are still many people that don't know about autism and the characteristics of people with it. Become an advocate for the autistic community by educating the masses.

4. Get involved with autism associations - There are many people who either have autism or have a family member with autism and are a part of community-wide, nation-wide, or global-wide association. Get in contact with them to get involved in any activities planned for the day.

5. Take care of the people with autism spectrum diagnosis you know - World Autism Awareness Day is the perfect day to have a good time with your friends who are diagnosed with autism! Make sure to plan sensory-sensitive activities for you both to enjoy and pack gluten-free and casein-free foods to share.
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