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What is National Braille Literacy Month?

National Braille Literacy Month is celebrated in January every year. It is also a celebration of the founder, Louis Braille’s birthday. Apart from honoring Braille’s legacy, this month aims to educate people about the importance and advantages of Braille literacy. The Braille system came as an advantage to people who suffer from different vision problems. The system remains unchanged to date. Now that Braille has been incorporated into digital devices and computers, it has become more accessible and relevant to the present technology-driven world.
Template social media:
· National Braille Literacy Month is celebrated in January [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate this day that acknowledges that those with visual impairment also deserve the same standard of human rights as everyone else. We are grateful for their contributions. #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth
· [Name of Corporation/Company] acknowledges the communities that form our national mosaic. By celebrating these months, we learn about one another, and honor the complexity and richness of our nation. This month, [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate National Braille Literacy Month. #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth
· [Name of Corporation/Company] is a proud supporter of the Visually Impaired Community, recognizing their contributions and celebrating their impacts #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth
· This January, [Name of Corporation/Company] is stepping up for the Visually Impaired Community
         by [insert activity to support Braille advancement]. We hope you will

         join us in supporting and celebrating the community this month and throughout the year.      
         #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth
·  January is National Braille Literacy Month. [Name of Corporation/Company] is proud to celebrate this day that also acknowledges that those with visual impairment also deserve the same standard of human rights as everyone else #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth
Template Press Release:
[Date, Place] - [Name of Corporation/Company] is honored to join the nation in celebrating National Braille Literacy Month this January.

Generations of blind and visually impaired Americans have dedicated their passion and skills to enhancing our national life - leading as public servants, penning works of literature, lending their voice to music, and inspiring as champions of sport.  We celebrate the achievements of blind and visually impaired Americans and reaffirm our commitment to advancing their complete social and economic integration.

We honor the immense contributions of blind and visually impaired Americans, who help power our economy and push our Nation forward.
During National Braille Literacy Month, may we recommit to advancing accessibility and opportunities for blind and low vision Americans, who do so much for our Nation and deserve every opportunity to thrive. 
Template Letter to Corporate CEOs
(Date)

Below is a sample letter for employees that corporations can use when acknowledging National Braille Literacy Month with staff.


Dear Colleagues,
We are thrilled to recognize and celebrate National Braille Literacy Month this January. This annual observance provides us with an opportunity to acknowledge the invaluable contributions of the communities that make up our employee base and our country.
As a company that thrives on diversity and inclusiveness, we take immense pride in the many backgrounds that our employees bring to our workplace. Embracing diversity not only fosters creativity and innovation but also strengthens our commitment to unity and equality.
[Name of Corporation/Company] is honored to join the nation in celebrating National Braille Literacy Month in January.
It is important that [Name of Corporation/Company] remember that every individual is different and will face different challenges depending on their condition. We have a duty to create a safe, inclusive and supportive environment for blind or visually impaired employees. The key is to achieve this through communication. Taking time to speak to our visually impaired staff and patients will ensure that we at [Name of Corporation/Company] are making reasonable adjustments that are most useful to their condition.
We take action to advance the aspirations of the visually impaired and we create a loving community where we learn to be our most powerful selves. Our faith in the capacity and dignity of blind individuals is at the heart of our mission.
Happy National Braille Literacy Month to all. Let us make a positive impact on all our visually impaired patients and employees moving forward. 

Please take a minute to learn more about National Braille Literacy Month by clicking on this LINK.
Sincerely,

[Name of Corporation/Company]
Talking points that corporations can use when acknowledging National Braille Literacy Month.
· This January [Name of corporation] is proud to celebrate National Braille Literacy Month and the many contributions that the visually impaired Americans have been made to our country.
· At [Name of corporation], we celebrate the achievements of the visually impaired community, recognize the importance of inclusivity, and renew our dedication to breaking down barriers. We are proud to include National Braille Literacy Month
· [Name of corporation] honors the visually impaired community. They have been driving prosperity, power, and progress. From population growth to representation, economy, and education. They are advancing the country in a positive direction and driving American progress.

· [Name of corporation] salutes our visually impaired community and the contributions they have made to our country

How to observe National Braille Literacy Month in the Pharmacy 
1. Post on social media - Use #NationalBrailleLiteracyMonth to post on social media. Learn more about Louis Braille and the history of Braille. 
2. Learning Braille - There are many different reasons people wish to learn braille. The resources and best ways to learn will vary, depending on the situation of the individual.  For example, sighted parents who would like a basic exposure to braille to support their children who are blind or visually impaired will benefit from a different approach than someone who is an established print reader losing vision later in life.  People who wish to be teachers of students with visual impairments will have still other needs. 
3. Take a Braille Walk around the community - Take a walk around the local shopping mall or main street and see how many instances of braille you can find in real life. Look at ATMs, ask local restaurants if they have braille menus, or ask stores if they have braille price lists available. This activity is a great way to show kids how challenging it can be to do things like order food or get groceries if braille options are not available.
4. Reach out to your visually impaired employees - Your blind or visually impaired coworkers and employees may be reluctant to ask for help. In our onsite work environment, we know our blind or visually impaired colleagues are like everyone else: they are valued members of our team who are fully capable of doing their work. That is still true. It is also true that in these uncertain times of constant change, they may need help with the things none of us could have planned for. They may not feel comfortable reaching out.

5. OTC corner – In honor of National Braille Literacy Month, set up a display at your pharmacy with medication that contains the tiny, embossed dots on the packaging.  These dots are braille and state the name of the medicine and its strength. This gives people who are blind or partially sighted the peace of mind that they have received the correct product.
6. Script Talk - Script Talk is a device that allows a vision impaired/blind person to read the information printed on a pill bottle using a bar code reader device. It is a free program that is set up by envisions America through cooperation with Neighborhood Pharmacy. The process for signing up for the program is easy and fast. Simply call Neighborhood Pharmacy at 340-718-6784 to request a device and their delivery driver can come and set up if needed.
Resources
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/history-of-braille/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-braille-day/
https://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/international/world-braille-day-january-4
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2011/10/14/presidential-proclamation-blind-americans-equality-day-2011
