
 

AB 1391 (Bonta) – Language Access in Voting 
Awareness Act (As introduced February 22, 2019) 
 

 

SUMMARY  
This bill would increase awareness of the availability of 
translated voting materials for California’s limited-
English proficient (LEP) voters. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In California, there are 7.7 million Latinos and 3.5 
million Asian Americans who are eligible to vote. 
Roughly 2.7 million or 24% of these voters identify as 
LEP. Since Asian Americans and Latinos are the two 
fastest growing racial populations in California, the 
number of LEP voters will only continue to grow. 
Section 203 of the federal Voting Rights Act mandates 
fully bilingual materials for the state’s largest LEP 
minority populations. Despite the size of California’s LEP 
population and the availability of these Section 203 
materials, only 3.2% of voter registration files in the 
statewide voter registration database identify a 
language preference for something other than English 
(approximately 630,000 voters). This means that over 
three-quarters of California’s LEP voters are not availing 
themselves of translated voting materials to which they 
are entitled. 
 
THE NEED FOR THE BILL 
Limited English proficient voters can only use translated 
Section 203 voting materials if they know these 
resources are available. Currently, elections offices have 
minimal requirements around publicizing these 
materials. 
  
The principal means by which a voter indicates a 
language preference for a non-English language and 
thus requests translated voting materials is by 
completing the language preference section on the 
voter registration form. However, because of the small 
font, numerous fields, and optional nature of this 
section, the language preference question is often 
missed. The voter encounters few other opportunities 
to learn about and request the translated voting 
materials available to them under Section 203. 
Therefore, elections offices invest valuable resources 
and time in developing translations that are not 
reaching their intended recipients and LEP voters are 
failing to access the language assistance guaranteed to 
them by law. 

Furthermore, language barriers are a primary reason 
why Asian Americans and Latinos continue to see 
significantly lower voter turnout than voters of other 
racial groups. In the 2018 general election, 36% of 
eligible Latinos and 33% of eligible Asian Americans 
voted compared to 61% of non-Latino/Asian voters. 
Ultimately, an important condition of language access in 
California elections is raising the visibility of translated 
voting materials. California can take simple steps to 
ensure that limited English proficient voters are more 
aware of and actively using these materials and thus 
able to participate more effectively in our democracy.  
 
SOLUTION 
AB 1391 would ensure that: 

 The voter notification card that elections offices 
send out following a successful voter registration 
informs voters of their language preference as 
recorded on their voter registration form. 

 This same voter notification card includes or is 
accompanied by information about the languages in 
which voters can access voting materials in their 
county and translated instructions on how to 
change their language preference when voting.  

 All vote by mail applications that are available 
online, in paper, or with the county voter 
information guide include a translated question that 
gives voters the opportunity to indicate their 
language preference for receiving voting materials.  

 
SUPPORT 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice – CA (Sponsor) 
 
CONTACT  
Alma Barreras, Legislative Aide  
Office of Assemblymember Rob Bonta 
Alma.Barreras@asm.ca.gov | 916-319-2018  
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