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INTRODUCTION TO THE CHICAGO BAR ASSOCIATION’S 
JUDICIAL EVALUATION PROGRAM 

 
By Board resolution, the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) is the semi-autonomous 

committee of The Chicago Bar Association (CBA) that conducts evaluations of candidates for 
judicial offices and sitting judges seeking retention within Cook County.  As a service to the 
public, The CBA reports the findings of the JEC for all elections.  The evaluations are designed 
to inform the public and the courts of the qualifications, independence and integrity of judicial 
candidates.  The CBA believes that the quality of the administration of justice in our courts is 
determined in large part by the quality of our judges. 
 
History   
 

The CBA has a long history of judicial evaluation, dating before the turn-of-the-century, 
and taking many forms over the years -- from running a "Bar Ticket" in 1887 -- to the present 
comprehensive procedure adopted in 1976.  At that time, a special committee of the Board of 
Managers, chaired by then CBA President John D. Hayes, recommended a total revamping of 
the process to minimize political and bar politics, and embrace the concepts of random selection 
of evaluators and investigators, and to assure the confidentiality of the process and sources.  
 

The CBA Board of Managers regularly reviews and evaluates the procedures and 
operations of the JEC.  The JEC's governing resolution and its guidelines were both revised in 
1987.  The current JEC governing resolution was amended on April 23, 2015. 
 
Scope & Purpose    
 

Judicial candidates and sitting judges who participate in The CBA's screening process 
are evaluated on the basis of eight criteria: integrity, legal knowledge, legal ability, professional 
experience, judicial temperament, diligence, punctuality, and health factors. 
 

By providing these findings, along with "The Statements of Reasons," The CBA helps 
inform and educate the public about the upcoming judicial contests in the general election.  
 

The CBA’s 200-member Judicial Evaluation Committee annually invests thousands of 
volunteer attorney hours in this thorough, comprehensive and diverse peer review process 
evaluating more than 300 candidates for appointive and elective judicial positions within Cook 
County.  The guidelines and standards developed by the 20,000-member CBA for rating judges 
have been adopted almost entirely by the American Bar Association as a model for local and 
state bar evaluation programs.   
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The Investigative Process 
 

The Committee's work begins when the candidate submits his or her completed 
questionnaire.  The 16-page questionnaire for sitting judges, require the candidate to list 
personal, professional and judicial references and to provide the names of lawyers who have 
recently appeared before him or her.  Candidates with fewer than four years on the bench are 
also asked to identify adversaries with whom they worked before taking the bench.  Lawyer 
candidates are asked to provide detailed information about their jury and non-jury trial 
experiences, the names of five judges before whom they have appeared and a list of at least 20 
lawyers who have represented adverse positions in matters handled by them.   
 
      All candidates are also asked to relate any present or recent health problems and to 
submit written authorizations signed by their doctors.  Complaints against a candidate to the 
Attorney's Registration and Disciplinary Commission and the Judicial Inquiry Board are to be 
described, and relevant reports and correspondence submitted with the questionnaire.  Criticism 
of professional misconduct, in any formal civil or criminal proceeding or in the media, must also 
be reported by the candidate.   
 

The JEC obtained written materials dealing with the candidates' judicial performance 
from the major newspapers.  In several cases, transcripts and other relevant, publicly available 
documents relating to official investigations of judges and court personnel were obtained from 
official sources. 
 

The complete file was then assigned to a two-person investigation team.  The 
investigators conducted personal interviews with the listed legal references.  A specially 
assigned team of investigators reviewed the files of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary 
Commission and submitted to the investigators and the hearing panel a report on the 
information disclosed in those files.  On completion of the interviews and a review of the file 
materials, the investigations team completed a comprehensive report regarding the 
qualifications of the candidate. 
 
 
The Hearing Process 
 

Hearings were conducted on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and on Saturday 
mornings.  Hearing division members were randomly assigned, in accordance with the JEC 
resolution, to either of two hearing rooms by a blind drawing for room assignment.  Typically, 12 
to 15 JEC members were assigned to each room.  Only at that time did they learn which 
candidates they would be evaluating and who the other members of the panel were.  Each 
member of the hearing panel was provided with a copy of the investigator's report, a copy of the 
completed questionnaire with all material submitted by the candidate, and copies of any other 
relevant documents including, in some cases, newspaper clippings and transcripts of court 
proceedings. 
 

Each member and the candidate execute a written oath to keep the nature and 
content of the report, questioning, and hearing confidential. 
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The JEC included in its investigation all possible sources of information available to it.  

However, because the Committee cannot compel the production of evidence or the attendance 
of witnesses before it nor, understandably, expect disclosure by the authorities of evidence 
discovered in pending investigations, the JEC cannot be assured that it has uncovered all the 
evidence which, in the future, may lead to formal charges.  Within its authority, the JEC 
develops the most complete record available and gives careful and thoughtful consideration to 
the available evidence. 
 

A member of the Executive Committee chaired each hearing.  The candidate was 
advised of the procedures to be employed at the hearing and then questioned at length by the 
chair in regard to abilities, experiences, perceived strengths and weaknesses and, where 
appropriate, specific problems disclosed in the investigation.  The chair then invited questions 
from members of the hearing panel.  The candidate was then given an opportunity to make any 
statement he or she chose in his or her own behalf.  On excusing the candidate from the 
hearing room, the chair then opened the floor to discussion of the candidate's qualifications 
among the panel members.  Only after the members had been given the opportunity to openly 
voice their opinions was the issue of the finding of the JEC put to a vote. 
 
The Vote 
 

The hearing panel members voted by secret ballot and were asked to rate the candidate 
as “Highly Qualified,” "Qualified" or "Not Recommended.” The JEC’s governing resolution 
provides that to be found “Highly Qualified,” the candidate must receive that rating on 80% of 
the ballots. To be found “Qualified” the candidate must receive a favorable rating on 60% of the 
ballots. The failure of a candidate to receive 60 percent affirmative vote results in a finding of 
"Not Recommended."  Each hearing panel member was also asked for written comments on the 
candidate’s qualifications, areas worthy of commendation and areas of needed improvement. 
Following a tabulation of the vote, the chair reviewed and capsulized the written comments in 
preparing the statement of reasons given in support of the Committee's finding.



6 
 

 
The Appellate Review Committee 
 

On July 12, 1990, The Chicago Bar Association's Board of Managers adopted 
procedures establishing a separate Appellate Review Committee to act independently from the 
Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC).  
       The new Appellate Review Committee was recommended by a special committee 
appointed by past president Chester L. Blair.  Made up of 30 lawyers, the committee hears 
appeals only from candidates who receive a "Not Recommended" rating from the JEC.   
 
     The candidate may request a re-evaluation by the appellate committee only on the basis that 
he or she believes that errors or omissions were made in the original screening process.  

 
The Resolution adopted by the CBA's Board of Managers provides that: 

A re-evaluation shall only be ordered on a determination that the 
Judicial Evaluation Committee's Hearing Division's finding was 
clearly erroneous.  A re-evaluation shall not be ordered solely 
because the Appellate Review Panel disagrees with the Judicial 
Evaluation Committee's findings. 

 
     The Appellate Review Committee's authority will be limited to directing that the candidate be 
given a new hearing by the JEC or denying the appeal. 
 
     Prior to the formation of the new Appellate Review Committee, all appeals were handled 
within the JEC.  These new appellate procedures only apply to candidates evaluated by the JEC 
after July 12, 1990.    
 
 
Reporting of Findings 
 

The CBA has always reported its JEC findings to the public for all elective judicial 
positions. 
 

On February 19, 1987, The CBA Board of Managers amended the JEC governing 
resolution to provide publication of "Statements of Reasons" for all such elective positions and 
specified appointive positions, such as associate judgeships.  
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THE CHICAGO BAR ASSOCIATION FINDINGS FOR ILLINOIS 
SUPREME COURT VACANCY 

 
     On February 19, 2020, The Chicago Bar Association released the 

results of independent screenings for the 7 judicial candidates seeking 

election to the Illinois Supreme Court in the March 17, 2020 primary 

election. 

     Of the 7 candidates, all were screened by the Judicial Evaluation 

Committee of the CBA.  The JEC has found 3 of those candidates “Highly 

Qualified”, 3 “Qualified” and 1 “Not Recommended”.   

 
 
NOTE:       THE FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF STATEMENTS OF   
  REASONS FOR EACH SUPREME COURT CANDIDATE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 

FINDINGS FOR ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT VACANCY 
 

FOR JUSTICE OF THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT (FREEMAN VACANCY) 
 
JESSE G REYES        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Justice Jesse G. Reyes is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme 
Court.  Justice Reyes was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1984 and served as a Cook 
County Associate Judge from 1997-2008; Circuit Court of Cook County Judge from 2008-2012; 
and as a Justice of the Illinois Appellate Court from 2012-present.   Justice Reyes is well 
regarded for his diligence, judicial experience, and passionate commitment to the law and our 
justice system. 
 
P. SCOTT NEVILLE, JR.        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Justice P. Scott Neville is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme 
Court.   Justice Neville was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1974 and was engaged in 
private practice for 25 years before his appointment to the Circuit Court of Cook County in 
1999.   In 2004, Judge Neville was appointed to the Illinois Appellate Court where he served 
until his appointment to the Illinois Supreme Court in 2018.   Justice Neville has extensive 
appellate experience and is well regarded for his deep understanding and knowledge of the 
law.  Justice Neville is committed to improving the Illinois Courts and possesses all the requisite 
qualifications for service on the Illinois Supreme Court.   
 
SHELLY A. HARRIS            QUALIFIED 
 
Justice Sheldon A. Harris is “Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court.   
Justice Harris was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1966 and served as a Cook County 
Circuit Court Judge from 2000-2010.   Justice Harris was appointed to the Illinois Appellate 
Court in 2010 and elected to the Appellate Court in 2014.  Justice Harris has extensive 
appellate court experience and is well regarded for his legal knowledge, legal ability, diligence in 
preparing for oral arguments and issuing timely opinions, and good judicial demeanor.  
  
CYNTHIA Y. COBBS             QUALIFIED 
 
Justice Cynthia Cobbs is “Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme 
Court.  Justice Cobbs was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1988 and has served as a 
judicial law clerk to an Illinois Appellate Court Illinois and Illinois Supreme Court Justice from 
1989-1997.  Justice Cobbs served as counsel in the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts 
(AOIC) from 1997-1999 and as Chief AOIC Legal Counsel from 1999-2002.  Justice Cobbs 
served as Director of the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts from 2002-2011.  Justice 
Cobbs was appointed to the Circuit Court of Cook County in 2011 and elected to the Circuit 
Court in 2014.  As a Circuit Court Judge, Justice Cobbs presided over civil jury trials, small 
claims, forcible entry, and traffic court cases in the First Municipal District.   Justice Cobbs was 
assigned to the Illinois Appellate Court in 2015.   Justice Cobbs has extensive knowledge about 
the administration and operation of the court system and possesses the legal knowledge, legal 
ability, demeanor, and experience to serve as a Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court. 
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MARGARET STANTON McBRIDE       HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Justice Margaret Stanton McBride is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois 
Supreme Court.  Justice McBride was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1976 and served as 
an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney for 10 years.  Justice McBride was appointed an 
Associate Cook County Judge in 1987 and was elected to the Circuit Court of Cook County in 
1990.  Justice McBride was elected to the Illinois Appellate Court in 1998.  Justice McBride has 
a distinguished track record as an appellate court justice and is highly regarded for her 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, integrity, excellent demeanor, and work ethic. 
 
DANIEL EPSTEIN                NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Daniel Epstein is “Not Recommended” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court.  Mr. 
Epstein was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2015 and worked for a prominent Chicago law 
firm for approximately four years.  Prior to his admission to the Illinois Bar, Mr. Epstein served 
as a research assistant for one year at the University of Chicago Law School and as a Judicial 
Extern for one year in the U.S. District Court.  At the present time, Mr. Epstein is actively 
campaigning for the Illinois Supreme Court.  Mr. Epstein has had limited practice experience 
and, at this stage in his legal career, he does not possess the depth and breadth of experience 
to serve as a Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court. 

 
NATHANIEL ROOSEVELT HOWSE           QUALIFIED 

 
Judge Nathaniel Howse is “Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Supreme 
Court.  Justice Howse was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1976 and was elected to serve 
as a Circuit Court Judge in 1998.  Judge Howse served as a Cook County Circuit Court Judge 
until his appointment to the Illinois Appellate Court in 2009.  In 2012, Justice Howse was elected 
to the Illinois Appellate Court.  Justice Howse has extensive appellate court experience and is 
well regarded for his knowledge of the law and diligence in issuing opinions in a timely manner. 
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THE CHICAGO BAR ASSOCIATION FINDINGS FOR ILLINOIS 
APPELLATE COURT VACANCIES 

 
     On February 19, 2020, The Chicago Bar Association released the 

results of independent screenings for the 6 judicial candidates seeking 

election to the Illinois Appellate Court in the March 17, 2020 primary 

election. 

     Of the 6 candidates, all were screened by the Judicial Evaluation 

Committee of the CBA.  The JEC has found 3 of those candidates “Highly 

Qualified”, 2 “Qualified” and 1 “Not Recommended”.   

 
 
NOTE:       THE FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF STATEMENTS OF   
  REASONS FOR EACH APPELLATE COURT CANDIDATE 
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FINDINGS FOR THE ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT VACANCIES 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE APPELLATE COURT (Neville Jr. Vacancy) 
 
MAUREEN PATRICIA O’LEARY              NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Maureen Patricia O’Leary is “Not Recommended” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate 
Court.  Ms. O’Leary was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2002 and is currently serving as 
Vice President of Claims and Litigation for Aperion Care.  Ms. O’Leary was a sole practitioner 
from 2004-2008 concentrating in personal injury, real estate, and child support matters.  At this 
stage of her career, Ms. O’Leary does not possess the requisite depth and breadth of practice 
experience to effectively serve as a Justice of the Illinois Appellate Court. 
 
CAROLYN J. GALLAGHER                 HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Carolyn Gallagher is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate 
Court.  Judge Gallagher was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1982 and was elected to the 
Circuit Court of Cook County in 2016.   Judge Gallagher is currently assigned to the Probate 
Division.  Judge Gallagher clerked for an Appellate Court Justice from 1982-1985 and during 
her legal career she had extensive trial and appellate practice experience.  Judge Gallagher is 
highly regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, and strong credentials in legal 
research and legal writing. 
 
SANDRA GISELA RAMOS                 QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Sandra Ramos is “Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate Court.  Judge 
Ramos was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1986 and was elected to the Circuit Court in 
2010.   Judge Ramos is currently assigned to the Law Division.  Judge Ramos is an 
experienced trial judge and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, diligence, 
work ethic, and fine demeanor. 
 
MICHAEL B. HYMAN        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Justice Michael B. Hyman is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate 
Court.  Justice Hyman was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1977.  Justice Hyman is highly 
regarded for his knowledge of the law, integrity, legal experience, work ethic, and excellent 
writing skills.  Justice Hyman teaches other jurists and is dedicated to improving the justice 
system. 
 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE APPELLATE COURT (Simon  Vacancy) 
 

JOHN GRIFFIN        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Justice John C. Griffin is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate 
Court.  Justice Griffin was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1976 and was appointed to the 
Circuit Court of Cook County in 2008.  Justice Griffin was elected to the Circuit Court in 2010 
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and served as a supervising judge in the Law Division before his appointment to the Illinois 
Appellate Court in 2018.   Justice Griffin is hardworking and well regarded for his knowledge of 
the law, broad experience, and excellent legal ability.  
 
SHARON O. JOHNSON            QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Sharon O. Johnson is “Qualified” for the office of Justice of the Illinois Appellate 
Court.  Judge Johnson was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1996 and was elected to the 
Circuit Court in 2010.  Judge Johnson is currently assigned to the Domestic Relations Division 
in the Sixth Municipal District and presides over cases involving dissolution of marriage, 
parentage, and allocation of parental responsibility. Judge Johnson is an experienced jurist well 
regarded for her work ethic, diligence, calm demeanor, and legal knowledge.  
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THE CHICAGO BAR ASSOCIATION FINDINGS  
FOR COOK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT AND SUBCIRCUIT COURT VACANCIES 

  
On February 19, 2020, The Chicago Bar Association released the 

results of independent screenings for the 104 judicial candidates seeking 

Cook County Circuit Court positions in the March 17, 2020 primary election.  

 

Of the 104 candidates seeking election for Circuit Court positions, 91 

were screened by the Judicial Evaluation Committee of the CBA. The JEC 

has found 13 of those candidates Highly Qualified, 68 Qualified and 10 Not 

Recommended. The 13 candidates who declined to participate in the JEC 

screening process, were found automatically “Not Recommended” 

according to JEC governing bylaws.  
 
NOTE:  THE FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF STATEMENTS OF REASONS 

FOR EACH CIRCUIT AND SUBCIRCUIT COURT CANDIDATE  
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FINDINGS FOR COOK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT VACANCIES 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Bellows Vacancy) 
 

TIESHA L. SMITH                NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Tiesha L. Smith declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
  
CRISTIN KEELY McDONALD DUFFY                                                         HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Cristin McDonald Duffy is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Duffy was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1996 and has served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney for approximately 22 years.  Ms. Duffy has extensive criminal felony trial experience 
and is now Deputy Supervisor in charge of the State’s Attorney’s Real Estate Tax Unit.  Ms. 
Duffy is also responsible for the State’s Attorney’s training and mentoring program in the Civil 
Division.  Ms. Duffy is highly regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal experience, excellent 
temperament, and managerial skills. 
 
KERRIE MALONEY LATYIN            QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Kerrie Maloney Laytin is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Laytin 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in 2019.   
Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Laytin served from 2002-2019 in the Appeals 
Division, City of Chicago’s Law Department.  Judge Laytin has extensive appellate court 
experience and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, diligence, and thoughtful and 
deliberate demeanor. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY  (Coghlan Vacancy) 
 
KELLY MARIE McCARTHY            QUALIFIED 
 
Kelly Marie McCarthy is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. McCarthy was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and has served the majority of her career as a Cook 
County Assistant Public Defender.  Ms. McCarthy is currently serving as Chief of the Indigent 
Defense-Appeals and Post Convictions Division.  Ms. McCarthy has excellent organizational 
skills and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, integrity and excellent temperament. 
 
AILEEN BHANDARI                                QUALIFIED 
 
Aileen Bhandari is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Bhandari was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2002 and has served as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney 
for 16 years.  Ms. Bhandari is assigned to the Community Justice Center-West.  Ms. Bhandari 
has extensive trial experience and is well regarded for her work ethic, knowledge of the law, 
legal experience, and excellent temperament. 
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ELIZABETH “BETH” RYAN        QUALIFIED 
              
Elizabeth “Beth” Ryan is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Ryan was 
admitted to practice law in 2004 and is currently a solo practitioner concentrating in personal 
injury, corporate litigation, and social security disability law.  Ms. Ryan is well regarded by her 
peers and by the judges before whom she has appeared for her knowledge of the law and legal 
ability.   
 
JAMES T. DERICO, JR.                       QUALIFIED  
 
Judge James Derico is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Derico was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1985 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in 
2019.  Judge Derico is assigned to the First Municipal District and hears a variety of contract 
and non-jury matters.   Judge Derico has extensive legal experience and is well regarded for his 
legal knowledge, ability, diligence and fine demeanor. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Ford Vacancy) 
 

U. O’NEAL                                                                                                 NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
U. O’Neal declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening process 
and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the JEC, is 
automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
LAURA AYALA-GONZALEZ                                                                                      QUALIFIED 
 
Laura Ayala-Gonzalez is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Ayala-Gonzalez 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2003 and has served as an Assistant Cook County 
State’s Attorney her entire career.   Ms. Ayala-Gonzalez is currently a supervisor in the Felony 
Trial Division at the George Leighton Criminal Court Building.  Ms. Ayala-Gonzalez is well 
regarded by her colleagues, judges before whom she has appeared, and by defense lawyers for 
her knowledge of the law, legal ability, supervisory skills, commitment to public service, and fine 
demeanor.  
 
JOHN O’MEARA                                                                                           HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
. 
John O’Meara is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. O’Meara was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1995 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in medical malpractice, complex litigation, government law, and construction 
negligence matters.  Mr. O’Meara has extensive trial experience and is well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, integrity, calm demeanor, and excellent temperament. 
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FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (FUNDERBURK Vacancy) 
 
JACQUELINE MARIE GRIFFIN                     QUALIFIED 
  
Jacqueline Marie Griffin is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Griffin was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2005 and has served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney her entire career.  Ms. Griffin is currently a trial attorney in the Sex Assault and 
Domestic Violence Unit in the Felony Trial Division.  Ms. Griffin has extensive criminal and civil 
trial experience and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, fairness, and fine demeanor.  
 
DANIEL L. COLLINS                                                                                                  QUALIFIED 
 
Danny Collins is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Collins was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1998 and is engaged in private practice concentrating in workers’ 
compensation, administrative hearings, and appeals.   Mr. Collins has an excellent demeanor 
and possesses the requisite depth and breadth of experience to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
MARY THERESE QUINN            QUALIFIED 
 
Mary Therese Quinn is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Quinn was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 1988 and served for 22 years as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney.  Since 2011, Ms. Quinn has been engaged in private practice concentrating largely in 
criminal law matters.  Ms. Quinn has extensive criminal trial experience and is well regarded for 
her knowledge of the law, legal ability, compassion and excellent demeanor.   
 
CELESTIA L. MAYS                                                                                                   QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Celestia Mays is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Mays was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1990 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in January 
2019.   Judge Mays is currently assigned to the Fourth Municipal District and hears a variety of 
misdemeanor cases and traffic court violations.   Judge Mays is hardworking and receives high 
marks for her fine temperament and people skills. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Larsen Vacancy) 
 
LEVANDER "VAN" SMITH, JR.           QUALIFIED 
 
Levander Smith, Jr. is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge. Mr. Smith was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1993 and is currently working in the Office of Legal Services at the 
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.  Mr. Smith knows the law and has had 
varied practice experience.  He is well regarded for his legal knowledge, work ethic, diligence, 
and fine temperament. 
 
SUZANNE THERESE McENEELY           QUALIFIED 
 
Suzanne Therese McEneely is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. McEneely 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and served as an Assistant Cook County Public 
Defender for 17 years before entering private practice.  Ms. McEneely is currently practicing law 
with an Insurance defense firm.  Ms. McEneely has extensive trial experience and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, excellent demeanor and integrity.   Ms. 
McEneely is also actively involved in community service.         



17 
 

 
MEGAN KATHLEEN MULAY            QUALIFIED 
 
Megan Kathleen Mulay is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Mulay was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1999 and has served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney her entire career. Ms. Mulay is assigned to the George Leighton Criminal Court and 
serves as a First Chair in the Criminal Prosecutions Felony Division.   Ms. Mulay has extensive 
trial experience and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, diligence, and 
excellent demeanor. 

 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Mason Vacancy) 

 
ARTHUR D. SUTTON              NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Arthur D. Sutton is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Sutton was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1993 and was engaged in private practice until 2010.  Mr. 
Sutton served as a Technical Advisor to the Department of Children and Family Services from 
2010-2013 and as Deputy Chief of Parole for the Department of Corrections from 2013-2015. 
Mr. Sutton is currently in private practice concentrating in a variety of civil and criminal matters.  
Mr. Sutton has a fine demeanor and is active in his community; however, concerns about his 
diligence, attention to detail, and depth and breadth of practice experience resulted in a “Not 
Recommended” finding.     
 
BONNIE CAROL McGRATH               NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Bonnie Carol McGrath declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) 
screening process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing 
resolution for the JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
JENNIFER PATRICIA CALLAHAN           QUALIFIED 
 
Jennifer Patricia Callahan is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Callahan was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2006 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in insurance defense, criminal law, and administrative law matters.   Ms. Callahan 
also serves as an Administrative Law Judge for the Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 
Prior to entering private practice Ms. Callahan served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney for 11 years.  Ms. Callahan has an excellent temperament and demeanor and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law and legal ability. 
 
CHRIS STACEY                                                                                            HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Christ Stanley Stacey is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Stacey was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1982 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in personal injury law and a broad range of complex corporate and commercial 
law matters.  Mr. Stacey is well spoken and highly regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal 
ability, and excellent demeanor.  Mr. Stacey is also active in a variety of civic and community 
organizations. 
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JOY E. TOLBERT NELSON               NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Joy E. Tolbert Nelson is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Tolbert 
Nelson was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and has served as an Assistant Cook 
County State’s Attorney her entire career.  Ms. Tolbert Nelson is currently assigned as first chair 
to a felony courtroom in the Fourth Municipal District.  Ms. Tolbert Nelson is well regarded for 
her integrity, excellent temperament, and fine people skills. However, concerns about Ms. 
Tolbert Nelson’s legal knowledge and legal ability along with her lack of civil practice experience 
resulted in a “Not Recommended” finding. 
 
JOSEPH CHICO                                                                                                          QUALIFIED 
 
Joseph Chico is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.    Mr. Chico was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1993 and is currently engaged in private practice concentrating in family 
law, personal injury, real estate, probate, criminal, and traffic court matters.  Since 1996, Mr. 
Chico has served as an Administrative Law Judge for the City of Chicago.  Mr. Chico is an 
experienced lawyer well regarded for his legal knowledge, legal ability, and excellent demeanor. 

 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (McCarthy Vacancy) 

 
TERESA MOLINA                       QUALIFIED 
 
Teresa Molina is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Molina was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 2001 and is currently serving as Chief of Real Estate Prosecution at the 
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation.  Ms. Molina has significant trial 
experience and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal experience, fine demeanor 
and temperament.   
 
MICHAEL O’MALLEY           QUALIFIED 
     
Michael O’Malley is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. O’Malley was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2005 and is currently a Deputy Supervisor in the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.  Mr. O’Malley served as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney for 
14 ½ years and is highly respected by his colleagues for his knowledge of the law, diligence, 
and fine temperament. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Murphy Gorman Vacancy) 
 
 
SHEREE DESIREE HENRY                      QUALIFIED 
 
Sheree D. Henry is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Henry was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1994 and served for 18 years as a Cook County Assistant Public 
Defender and four years with the Public Guardian’s Office.  Ms. Henry is well regarded for her 
integrity, calm demeanor, legal knowledge, and passionate advocacy on behalf of her clients. 
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DAN WALSH                            NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Dan Walsh declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening process 
and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the JEC, is 
automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
AMANDA “MANDY” PILLSBURY                                                                              QUALIFIED 
 
Amanda Moira Pillsbury is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Pillsbury was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2004 and has served as a Cook County Assistant State’s 
Attorney since her admission.  Ms. Pillsbury is currently assigned to the Felony Trial Division 
and has extensive jury and bench trial experience.  Ms. Pillsbury has a calm demeanor and 
possesses the legal knowledge and experience to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
KEELY PATRICIA HILLISON                                                                                     QUALIFIED 
 
Keely Patricia Hillison is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Hillison was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1985 and has concentrated her practice in personal injury 
and insurance defense matters.   Ms. Hillison has trial and appellate experience and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal experience, diligence, and calm demeanor.  
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (O’Brien Vacancy) 
 
ELIZABETH ANNE WALSH                      QUALIFIED  
 
Elizabeth Anne Walsh is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Walsh was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2006 and concentrates her practice in personal injury and 
insurance defense matters.  Ms. Walsh has had extensive trial experience and possesses the 
legal knowledge and experience to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
LLOYD JAMES BROOKS                                 QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Lloyd James Brooks is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Brooks 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and was appointed to the bench in 2018 and is 
currently assigned to the First Municipal District.  Judge Brooks presides over a high volume 
courtroom and hears a variety of cases involving wage garnishments, citations to discover 
assets, evictions, and supplementary proceedings.  Judge Brooks is well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal experience, and excellent demeanor. 
 
HEATHER ANNE KENT          QUALIFIED 
 
Heather Anne Kent is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Kent was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 2006 and has served as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney for 
the past 13 years.  Ms. Kent is currently assigned to the Felony Trial Division at the George M. 
Leighton Criminal Court.   Ms. Kent has extensive trial experience and is well regarded by 
defense counsel and the judges before whom she appears for her knowledge of the law, legal 
ability, and excellent demeanor. 
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FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Patti Vacancy) 
 

LYNN WEAVER BOYLE                                                                               HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Lynn Weaver-Boyle “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.    Ms. Weaver-Boyle 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1990 and served as a Cook County Assistant State’s 
Attorney for nine years.  While serving as an Assistant State’s Attorney, Ms. Weaver-Boyle 
handled felony cases and spent two years in the Gang Unit, which focused exclusively on 
murder cases.   Ms. Weaver-Boyle has spent the last 18 years in private practice concentrating 
her practice in insurance law, civil Litigation, and subrogation cases.  Ms. Weaver-Boyle has 
extensive jury and non-jury trial experience and is well regarded for her integrity, calm 
demeanor, knowledge of the law, and legal ability. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Roti Vacancy) 
 
LORRAINE MARY MURPHY            QUALIFIED 
 
Ms. Lorraine Mary Murphy is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Murphy was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2003 and has served her entire career as an Assistant 
Cook County State’s Attorney.  Ms. Murphy is assigned to the Felony Trial Division at the 
George Leighton Criminal Court Building.  Ms. Murphy has extensive trial experience and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, fairness and diligence. 
 
JAMES PATRICK CRAWLEY           QUALIFIED 
 
James Patrick Crawley is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Crawley was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1989 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in complex litigation and insurance defense.   Mr. Crawley has extensive practice 
experience and has been actively engaged in providing pro bono legal services in the 
community. Mr. Crawley is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal experience, 
diligence, and fine temperament. 
 
ARACELI REYES DE LA CRUZ                                                                                 QUALIFIED 
 
Araceli De La Cruz is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. De La Cruz was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney from 2001-2009.  From 2009-2014, Ms. De La Cruz served as Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Chicago Transit Authority, Chief Safety and Security Officer with Executive oversight for 
compliance.  From 2014-2016, Ms. De La Cruz served as Chief of General Prosecutions for the 
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation.  Since 2016, Ms. De La Cruz has 
served as General Counsel and Chief Administrative Officer for Acero Charter Schools.  Ms. De 
La Cruz is hardworking and well regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, trial and 
managerial skills, and excellent temperament. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Sheehan, C. Vacancy) 
 
DEIDRE BAUMANN   *                                                                             NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Deidre Baumann is “Not Recommended” for the office of Associate Judge.  Ms. Baumann was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1992 and handles a variety of appellate and civil court 
matters. Significant concerns were raised about Ms. Baumann’s professionalism, diligence, and 
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organizational skills in managing client matters.  Additional concerns about Ms. Baumann’s 
knowledge of the law and knowledge and adherence to court rules and procedures resulted in 
her “Not Recommended” finding. 
 
MAURA McMAHON ZELLER                                                                                    QUALIFIED 
 
Maura McMahon Zeller is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Zeller was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1993 and serves an Assistant Public Guardian in the 
Juvenile Court, U.S. District Court, and Domestic Relations Division.  Ms Zeller is currently 
engaged in private practice concentrating in family law with a special focus on child 
representation and guardian ad litem matters.  Ms. Zeller is actively involved in community 
service and is serving as Board Chair of a community mental health center.  Ms. Zeller has an 
excellent temperament and possesses all the requisite qualifications for service as a Circuit 
Court Judge. 
 
RUSSELL W. HARTIGAN                                                                            HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Russell W. Hartigan is “Highly Qualified” for the office of the Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Hartigan 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1976 and practiced law from 1977-2010 concentrating 
in civil trial, workers’ compensation, municipal and appellate practice matters.  Mr. Hartigan has 
handled a number of appeals in both the State and Federal Courts and authored many articles 
in the ISBA Journal.  Mr. Hartigan was appointed to the Circuit Court of Cook County in 2010 
and served as a judge until 2017.  Mr. Hartigan is currently practicing law with a suburban firm.  
Mr. Hartigan has extensive experience as a lawyer and as a judge and possesses all the 
requisite qualifications to serve as Circuit Court Judge. 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (Sheehan, K. Vacancy) 
 

JILL ROSE QUINN                                                                                                     QUALIFIED 
 
Jill Rose Quinn is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Quinn was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1983 and is currently engaged in private practice concentrating in 
bankruptcy, probate, and real estate law.  Ms. Quinn has extensive practice experience and is 
well regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, integrity, and outstanding demeanor 
and temperament. 
 
JAMES SAMUEL WORLEY            QUALIFIED 
 
James Samuel Worley is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Worley was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2004 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in domestic relations, administrative law, criminal, and DUI defense.   Mr. Worley 
has broad experience in both criminal law and domestic relations.  He is well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, thoughtful demeanor, and fine temperament.  
 
WENDELIN “WENDI” DeLOACH                                                            NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Wendelin “Wendi” DeLoach declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) 
screening process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing 
resolution for the JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
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FINDINGS FOR COOK COUNTY SUBCIRCUIT COURT VACANCIES 

 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (1ST Subcircuit Hughes Brooks 
Vacancy)           
KRISTA D. BUTLER                                                                                 NOT RECOMMENDED 
          
Krista D. Butler declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (1st  Subcircuit Crawford Vacancy) 
 
TYRIA B. WALTON        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Tyria B. Walton is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Judge Walton 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1997 and served as an Assistant Cook County Public 
Defender until her appointment to the Circuit Court in 2019.  Prior to her appointment to the 
bench, Judge Walton had extensive criminal trial experience and served on the Public 
Defender’s Murder Task Force.  Judge Walton is currently assigned to Traffic Court and to the 
Eviction Court.  Judge Walton is active in her community and serves as a mentor for children 
and young adults in the Englewood community.  Judge Walton is highly regarded for her 
knowledge of criminal law, legal ability, calm demeanor, and excellent temperament. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (2nd Subcircuit A Vacancy) 
 
SONDRA NICOLE DENMARK                                                                                  QUALIFIED 
 
Sondra N. Denmark is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Denmark was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2004 and served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney for 2 ½ years.  Since 2008, Ms. Denmark has served as an Assistant State’s Attorney 
in Will County.  Ms. Denmark resides in Cook County and previously served as a part-time 
hearing officer for the Village of Matteson.  Ms. Denmark has trial experience and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law, fine demeanor, and excellent temperament.  
 
FELICIA H. SIMMONS-STOVALL              NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Felicia H. Simmons-Stovall is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. 
Simmons-Stovall was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1996 and is currently employed as an 
enforcement attorney in the Department of Securities, Illinois Secretary of State’s Office.  Ms. 
Simmons-Stovall has extensive administrative law experience but lacks the depth and breadth 
of practice and court experience to effectively serve as a Circuit Court Judge.  
 
CHELSEY R. ROBINSON            QUALIFIED 
 
Chelsey R. Robinson is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. Robinson was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1996 and is currently in private practice concentrating in 
criminal and family law.  Ms. Robinson has a wide range of practice experience and is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law and diligence. 
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FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (3rd Subcircuit Filan Vacancy) 
 
DANIEL EDWARD MALONEY        QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Daniel Edward Maloney is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Judge 
Maloney was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and was appointed to the Circuit Court 
in 2019.  Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Maloney served for 16 years as an 
Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney and for two years as Division Counsel to the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, U.S. Department of Justice.  Judge Maloney is well regarded for 
his knowledge of the law, legal ability, and calm demeanor. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (3rd Subcircuit Flynn Vacancy) 

                       
 

LAUREN BROUGHAM GLENNON            NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Lauren Brougham Glennon is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. 
Glennon was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2003 and has had varied practice experience.  
Ms. Glennon is currently a solo practitioner and concentrates her practice in commercial 
litigation and residential real estate matters.  Ms. Glennon has an excellent temperament and 
demeanor; however, at this stage of her career she does not possess the requisite depth and 
breadth of legal experience to effectively serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
DAVID A. BONOMA              QUALIFIED 
 
David A. Bonoma is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Bonoma was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 1988 and is a partner in a small Chicago law firm.  Mr. Bonoma 
concentrates his practice in government affairs and land use.  Mr. Bonoma represents the 
Board of Education in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court and has represented a major 
telecommunications company in several tort cases.  Mr. Bonoma has also represented 
municipalities in reviewing their legal policies and procedures for municipal fines and collection 
practices.  While Mr. Bonoma has limited trial experience, he has had a wide range of legal 
experience and possesses the requisite legal knowledge and experience to serve as a Circuit 
Court Judge. 
 
REGINA ANN MESCALL        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Regina Ann Mescall is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Mescall was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2007 and is currently serving as an Assistant Cook County 
State’s Attorney at the George Leighton Criminal Court.   Ms. Mescall has extensive experience 
and has tried many high profile cases.  Ms. Mescall is highly regarded for her knowledge of the 
law, legal ability, work ethic, and excellent demeanor. 
 
JAMES JOHN KNIBBS           QUALIFIED 
 
James John Knibbs is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Knibbs was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 1985 and is currently serving as Of Counsel to a law firm that 
handles litigation in the state and federal courts.   Mr. Knibbs has a wide range of civil and 
criminal litigation experience.  Mr. Knibbs is well regarded for his knowledge of civil and criminal 
law, legal ability, good demeanor, and fine temperament. 
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THOMAS J. CONDON, JR.           QUALIFIED 
 
Thomas J. Condon Jr. is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Condon was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2002 and is currently in private practice concentrating in 
litigation and government practice.  Mr. Condon is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, 
legal ability, and integrity. 
 
BRAD S. TELANDER            QUALIFIED 
 
Brad S. Telander is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Telander was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 1983 and is currently a sole practitioner concentrating in criminal 
defense matters.  Mr. Telander has extensive experience and is well regarded for his knowledge 
of the law, legal ability, and excellent demeanor.  
 
SCOTT EDWARD LIPINSKI               NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Scott Edward Lipinski is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Lipinski 
was admitted in 2002 and has served as an Assistant Cook County Public Defender since 
2003.  Mr. Lipinski has criminal practice experience, but concerns about his diligence and 
temperament resulted in a “Not Recommended” finding. 

 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (3rd Subcircuit Murphy                       

          Vacancy) 
 

ERIN HAGGERTY ANTONIETTI           QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Erin Haggerty Antonietti is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge 
Antonietti was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1991 and was appointed to the Circuit Court 
in 2019.  Judge Antonietti has significant experience in both civil and criminal law and is 
performing well on the bench.  Judge Antonietti is well regarded by her fellow judges and by the 
lawyers who appear in her court. 
 
THOMAS G. O’BRIEN                                                                               NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Thomas G. O’Brien declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (6th  Subcircuit Nega Vacancy)   
 
JAMIE GUERRA DICKLER                                                                                         QUALIFIED   
 
Jamie Guerra Dickler is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Dickler was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2005 and has served as a Cook County Assistant State’s 
Attorney since her admission to the Bar and is currently assigned to the Felony Trial Division.   
Ms. Dickler has extensive experience and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, 
fairness and excellent demeanor.     
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ANNE SHAW                                                                                             NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Anne Shaw is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Shaw was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1995 and is currently in private practice concentrating in 
bankruptcy, corporate law, family law, probate, civil rights, commercial litigation, civil litigation, 
and real estate law.  Concerns about the candidate’s diligence, punctuality and temperament 
resulted in a “Not Recommended” finding. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (6TH Subcircuit Pantle  
                                     Vacancy) 
 
EILEEN MARIE O’CONNOR                     QUALIFIED 
 
Eileen O’Connor is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Ms. O’Connor was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2006 and concentrates her practice in personal injury law.   Ms. 
O’Connor has had extensive trial and practice experience.  Ms. O’Connor is well regarded for 
her knowledge of the law, work ethic, legal ability, and fine demeanor. 
 
CORI ELI OSHITA             QUALIFIED 
 
Cory Eli Oshita is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Oshita was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 2008 and is currently engaged in private practice concentrating in 
domestic relations and family law matters.  Mr. Oshita also served as a hearing officer for the 
Chicago Board of Education.  Mr. Oshita is an experienced practitioner well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, work ethic, fine temperament, and calm demeanor. 
 
ANTHONY LUCAFO                       QUALIFIED 
 
Anthony Lucafo is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Lucafo was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 2006 and has served as a Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney his 
entire career.  Mr. Lucafo is currently assigned to the Felony Trial Division in the Criminal 
Court.   Mr. Lucafo has extensive trial experience and has taught trial advocacy and juvenile law 
to law students.  Mr. Lucafo is highly regarded for his knowledge of criminal law, trial skills, and 
excellent temperament. 
 

 
 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (7th Subcircuit Jackson   
         Vacancy) 

 
OWENS “JOE” SHELBY            QUALIFIED 
 
Owens “Joe” Shelby is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Shelby was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2007 and is currently serving as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney, Second Chair, in the Felony Trial Division in the 4th Municipal District.   Mr. Shelby has 
handled several felony and misdemeanor trials and has had some juvenile and civil experience. 
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MARCIA O’BRIEN CONWAY                                                                                     QUALIFIED 
 
Marcia O’Brien Conway is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Conway was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1984 and served from 1993-2018 as a Cook County 
Assistant State’s Attorney in the Real Estate Tax Litigation Unit.  Ms. Conway has significant 
trial experience and is well regarded for her diligence and work ethic.   
 
PAMELA REAVES-HARRIS            QUALIFIED 
 
Pamela Reaves-Harris is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Reaves-Harris 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1992 and has varied practice experience and service 
as an Administrative Law Judge for the City of Chicago and several suburban municipalities. 
Ms. Reaves-Harris served as an Illinois State Representative in the General Assembly from 
2015-2017.  Since 2017, Ms. Reaves-Harris has served as Special Cook County Assistant to 
Legal Affairs and Legal Counsel for the Bureau of Economic Development, the Department of 
Building and Zoning, and to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Ms. Reaves-Harris has a fine 
demeanor and possesses the requisite legal knowledge and experience to serve as a Circuit 
Court Judge. 
 
MABLE TAYLOR                                                                                      NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Mable Taylor declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
KRISTIN MARIE LYONS           QUALIFIED 
 
Kristen Marie Lyons is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Lyons was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2004 and is currently engaged in private practice concentrating in 
workers’ compensation, personal injury, and matrimonial matters.  Ms. Lyons has extensive 
litigation experience in both defense and plaintiff cases.   Ms. Lyons has a fine temperament 
and possesses all the requisite qualifications to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (8th Subcircuit Fleming                                  

         Vacancy) 
 

JONATHON CLARK GREEN          QUALIFIED 
 
Jonathan Clark Green is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Green was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1986.  Since 2003, Mr. Green has worked as an Assistant 
Corporation Counsel for the City of Chicago and has handled a wide variety of complex litigation 
matters involving the Chicago Police Department, federal civil rights cases, and representation 
of the Civilian Office of Police Accountability.  Mr. Green has broad knowledge and experience 
in both civil and criminal law.  Mr. Green is well regarded for his legal knowledge, extensive 
litigation experience, diligence, and commitment to the law.  
 
BRADLEY R. TROWBRIDGE                                                                                     QUALIFIED 
 
Bradley R. Trowbridge is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Trowbridge was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and is engaged in private practice concentrating in 
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family law matters.  Mr. Trowbridge has a fine demeanor and temperament and possesses the 
requisite legal knowledge and experience to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 

 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (8TH  Subcircuit Gubin Vacancy) 
 
MICHAEL A. FORTI                       QUALIFIED 
 
Michael A. Forti is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Forti was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1980 and has experience in both the private sector and 
government.  Mr. Forti is an experienced lawyer well regarded for his judgment, fine demeanor, 
and temperament. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (9TH  Subcircuit Axelrood  
           Vacancy) 
 
PAMELA “PAM” STRATIGAKIS          QUALIFIED 
 
Pamela “Pam” Stratigakis is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Stratigakis was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in civil litigation, medical malpractice, healthcare, and the Nursing Home Care 
Act.  Ms. Stratigakis served as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney from 2003-2019 and 
served as First Chair in the Felony Trial Division.  Ms. Stratigakis served on the Internet Sex 
Crimes Against Children Task Force and was engaged in groundbreaking litigation against 
people involved in Internet sex crimes.  Ms. Stratigakis has extensive trial experience and is well 
regarded for her fine temperament and knowledge of both criminal and civil law. 
 
THOMAS M. CUSHING                                                                                HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Thomas Cushing is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Cushing was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1988 and was engaged in private practice from 1988-2005 
concentrating in civil trial and appellate work.  Mr. Cushing worked for the Chicago Climate 
Exchange from 2006-2010 and as the Managing Director of Public Policy for the Delta Institute, 
after which he re-entered private practice as of counsel to a small firm.  Mr. Cushing has 
extensive trial experience and is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal ability, 
diligence, work ethic, and fine temperament.  
 
IRA I. SILVERSTEIN                NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Ira I. Silverstein is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Silverstein was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1985 and is currently a sole practitioner engaged in the 
general practice of law.   Mr. Silverstein served as an Illinois State Senator from 1999-2018.  In 
2017, a complaint involving harassment was filed against Senator Silverstein, which was 
investigated by the Inspector General who found in 2018 that Senator Silverstein’s conduct was 
unbecoming of a legislator.  This incident and Mr. Silverstein’s limited practice and court 
experience resulted in a “Not Recommended” finding.  
 
TIMOTHY PATRICK CARTER           QUALIFIED 
 
Timothy Patrick Carter is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Carter was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1995 and served as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
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Attorney for 16 years before entering private practice.  Mr. Carter is currently engaged in private 
practice concentrating largely in criminal matters.  Mr. Carter has extensive trial experience and 
is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal ability, diligence and fine demeanor.  
 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (9th Subcircuit Luckman Vacancy)  
       
THOMAS PETER KOUGIAS           QUALIFIED 
 
Thomas Peter Kougias is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Kougias was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1988 and is currently serving as an Assistant Winnebago 
County State’s Attorney.  Mr. Kougias served for 21 years as an Assistant Cook County State’s 
Attorney and from 2012-2019 he was a sole practitioner concentrating in criminal defense 
work.  Mr. Kougias has extensive criminal trial experience and possesses the legal knowledge 
and practice experience to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
JULIE BESS AIMEN            QUALIFIED 
 
Julie Bess Aimen is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Aimen was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1984 and is a solo practitioner concentrating in criminal defense, family 
law, civil rights, general litigation, and appellate matters.  Ms. Aimen is a seasoned practitioner 
with extensive trial experience in criminal and domestic relations cases.   Ms. Aimen is well 
regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, and calm demeanor.  
 
MICHAEL ALAN STROM        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Michael Alan Strom is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Judge 
Strom was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1977 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in 
2019.   Judge Strom is currently assigned to the Circuit Court’s Housing Division.  Judge Strom 
is passionate about his work and possesses all the requisite qualifications for service as a 
Circuit Court Judge. 
 
BASILEIOS “BILL” FOUTRIS           QUALIFIED 
 
Basileiois “Bill” Foutris is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Foutris was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and is currently in private practice concentrating  in 
plaintiff’s civil rights and police misconduct litigation.  Mr. Foutris has extensive trial experience 
and has personally tried many high profile cases in the Federal and State Courts.  While  Mr. 
Foutris is well regarded for his knowledge of the law and legal experience, there is a need to 
work on his temperament. 
 
 

FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (10th Subcircuit Allen Vacancy) 
 

JOHN G. MULROE                                                                                                     QUALIFIED 
 
John G. Mulroe is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Mulroe was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1988 and served as an Assistant Cook County State’s Attorney until 
1994.  Since 1995, Mr. Mulroe has been engaged in private practice concentrating in real 
estate, probate and estate planning, and small business matters.  Mr. Mulroe was elected to the 
Illinois Senate in 2010 where he continues to serve.  Mr. Mulroe is a dedicated public servant 
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and is well regarded by his peers for his knowledge of the law, legal experience, integrity, and 
fine temperament. 
 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (10th Subcircuit McGing   

             Vacancy) 
 

JOHN GARRIDO                                                                                       NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
John Garrido declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
JON STROMSTA             QUALIFIED 
 
Jon Stromsta is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Stromsta was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1985 and is currently a partner in the Enterprise Law Group.  Mr. 
Stromsta has a wide range of practice experience in both civil and criminal law.  Mr. Stromsta 
has an excellent temperament and is also active in community service.  Mr. Stromsta possesses 
all the requisite qualifications to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
MAIRE AILEEN DEMPSEY             QUALIFIED 
 
Maire Dempsey is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Dempsey was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 2002 and is currently a trial partner concentrating in medical 
malpractice defense.  Ms. Dempsey has handled complex legal malpractice cases and is active 
in community work.  Ms. Dempsey is well regarded for her integrity, diligence, knowledge of the 
law, and excellent demeanor.  
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (10th Subcircuit O’Brien   

              Vacancy) 
 

DANIEL ALEXANDER TREVINO                                                                               QUALIFIED 
 
Daniel A. Trevino is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Trevino was admitted 
to practice law in Illinois in 1999 and is currently a partner in a leading defense firm.  Mr. Trevino 
is well regarded for his legal knowledge and experience in complex litigation cases.   Mr. 
Trevino knows the law and is qualified for service as a Circuit Court Judge.  
 
JOHN HOURIHANE                                                                                                    QUALIFIED 
 
John N. Hourihane, Jr. is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Hourihane was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1998 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in commercial litigation, appellate practice, probate and real estate matters.   Mr. 
Hourihane has extensive experience in commercial litigation and appellate practice and has 
handled a number of complex legal matters.  Mr. Hourihane is well regarded for his knowledge 
of the law, legal experience, fine demeanor and temperament. 
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AUDREY VICTORIA COSGROVE                                                                              QUALIFIED 
 
 Audrey Victoria Cosgrove is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Cosgrove was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1990 and has served as a Cook County Assistant Public 
Defender and in private practice.  Ms. Cosgrove is currently serving as Deputy Chief Legal 
Counsel for the Illinois Department of Labor.  Ms. Cosgrove is well regarded for her knowledge 
of the law, diverse practice experience, and fine demeanor.  
 
MARY CATHERINE MARUBIO       HIGHLY QUALIFIED  
 
Judge Mary Catherine Marubio is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge 
Marubio was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1997 and concentrated her practice in state 
and federal criminal defense work.  Judge Marubio also represented the Columbia Consulate in 
Chicago.  Judge Marubio is currently assigned to the Pretrial Division of the George Leighton 
Criminal Court, where she hears a variety of matters including: preliminary hearings for felony 
traffic including DUI cases, out-of-state fugitive warrants and in state warrants, grand jury 
indictments and financial crimes, and citywide felony charges in Central Bond Court.  Judge 
Marubio is dedicated to her assignments and is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, 
legal experience, and fine temperament. 
 
LIAM KELLY                 NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Liam Kelly declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening process 
and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the JEC, is 
automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (12th Subcircuit Hanlon   

         Vacancy) 
 
PATRICIA M. FALLON           QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Patricia M. Fallon is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Fallon was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2001 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in 2019.  
Judge Fallon has practiced law in the private, corporate and government sectors.  Judge Fallon 
is well regarded for her knowledge of the law, trial experience, and excellent temperament and 
demeanor. 
 
HOWARD J. WISE           QUALIFIED 
 
Howard J. Wise is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.   Mr. Wise was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1997 and is currently in private practice concentrating in criminal law, 
traffic, DUI and personal injury matters.   Mr. Wise is hardworking and well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, and fine temperament. 
 
CARMINE TROMBETTA                                                                          NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Carmine Trombetta declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
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FRANK R. DiFRANCO          QUALIFIED 
 
Frank R. DiFranco is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. DiFranco was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1987 and is currently a solo practitioner concentrating in 
criminal felony, misdemeanor, DUI, traffic, and personal injury matters.  Mr. DiFranco has 
extensive experience in a wide range of civil and criminal matters and is well regarded for his 
knowledge of the law, legal ability, and good demeanor. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (13th Subcircuit Kulys Hoffman  

           Vacancy) 
 

JOE GUMP             QUALIFIED 
 
Joe Gump is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Gump was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1987 and for the past 29 years has served as an Assistant Cook 
County Public Defender.  Mr. Gump is currently a felony assistant, assigned to the Third 
Municipal District.  Mr. Gump is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal ability and fine 
temperament. 
 
MATT FLAMM                      QUALIFIED 
 
Matt Flamm is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Flamm was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 1978 and is engaged in private practice concentrating in business and 
real estate litigation, real estate tax exemptions, tax sale, tax deed, and election law matters. 
Mr. Flamm is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, legal ability, and excellent demeanor. 
 
MICHAEL HARRY MINTON              NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Michael Harry Minton is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Minton 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1971 and has concentrated his practice in domestic 
relations and family law matters.  Mr. Minton has extensive trial experience and is well regarded 
for his knowledge of family law.   However, concerns about his punctuality and diligence 
resulted in a “Not Recommended” finding. 
 
SUSANNE MICHELE GROEBNER                                                                           QUALIFIED 
 
Susanne Groebner is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Groebner was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2000 and is currently serving as a Cook County Assistant 
State’s Attorney in the Third Municipal District.  Ms. Groebner has tried many complex cases 
and is well respected by judges and lawyers for her knowledge of the law, outstanding trial 
skills, fine demeanor and temperament. 
 
MICHAEL P. GERBER                                                                                HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Michael P. Gerber is “Highly Qualified” for the office Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Gerber 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1980 and served as a Cook County Assistant Public 
Defender for four years and as a Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney for 32 years before his 
appointment to the Circuit Court in 2016.  Judge Gerber is highly regarded for his knowledge of 
the law, judicial ability, commitment to fairness, and excellent temperament. 
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ANGEL GARCIA                                                                                       NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Angel Garcia declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
GARY WILLIAM SEYRING                                                                                         QUALIFIED 
 
Gary William Seyring is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Mr. Seyring was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1978 and is currently engaged in private practice 
concentrating in family law, real estate, business law, and wills, trusts and estates.  Mr. Seyring 
has commercial litigation experience and is well regarded for his knowledge of probate, tax and 
family law.  Mr. Seyring is actively involved in community service and highly regarded by the 
judges before whom he has appeared. 

 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (14th Subcircuit Bertucci  

          Vacancy) 
 

GERARDO TRISTAN, JR.           QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Gerardo Tristan is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Tristan was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2002 and was appointed a Cook County Circuit Court 
Judge in 2019.  Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Tristan served as an Assistant 
Cook County State’s Attorney, First Chair, in a Felony Courtroom. Judge Tristan has extensive 
trial experience and is well regarded for his knowledge of the law, fairness and fine 
temperament. 
 
STEVE DEMITRO                NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Steve Demitro declined to participate in the Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) screening 
process and, therefore, according to The Chicago Bar Association’s governing resolution for the 
JEC, is automatically found NOT RECOMMENDED. 
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (14th Subcircuit Lacy Vacancy)  

 
DANIEL O. TIERNAN         HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Daniel O. Tiernan is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge. Judge Tiernan 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1995 and served from 1995 to 2007 as an Assistant 
Cook County State’s Attorney.  He was in private practice for nine years and since 2016 he has 
served as an investigator in Cook County’s Office of the Independent Inspector General.   Mr. 
Tiernan is well regarded for his legal knowledge, legal ability, experience and integrity. 
 
PERLA TIRADO                 NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Perla Tirado is “Not Recommended” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Tirado was 
admitted to practice law in Illinois in 2005 and served as an Assistant Cook County Public 
Defender until 2007.  Ms. Tirado was engaged in private practice from 2007-2016 and is 
currently serving as a Supervising Attorney for a not-for-profit legal aid provider.  Ms. Tirado has 
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a fine demeanor, but lacks the depth and breadth of practice experience to effectively serve as 
a Circuit Court Judge.  
 
FOR JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY (15th Subcircuit Griffin   

         Vacancy) 
HEATHER MULLIGAN BEGLEY           QUALIFIED 
 
Heather Begley is “Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Ms. Begley was admitted to 
practice law in Illinois in 2003 and is currently engaged in private practice concentrating in 
personal injury and medical malpractice matters.   Ms. Begley is hardworking and well regarded 
for her legal knowledge, legal ability, and excellent temperament. 
 
NICHOLE C. PATTON        HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
 
Judge Nichole C. Patton is “Highly Qualified” for the office of Circuit Court Judge.  Judge Patton 
was admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1997 and was appointed to the Circuit Court in 
2018.  Judge Patton is currently assigned to the County Division.  Judge Patton has extensive 
knowledge and experience in mental health law and works well with pro se litigants.  Judge 
Patton is dedicated to the justice system and is well respected by the lawyers and litigants who 
appear before her.  Judge Patton is highly regarded for her knowledge of the law, legal ability, 
diligence, fine demeanor, and excellent temperament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Pursuant to Section 27.4 of the JEC Resolutions and Procedures, a candidate who 
has been evaluated and found "NOT RECOMMENDED" for the office of Associate 
Judge and who shall within three years of such a finding be a candidate for Circuit Judge 
shall be found "NOT RECOMMENDED" without hearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



35 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provided As A Public Service 
Of The Chicago Bar Association 

321 S. Plymouth Court 
Chicago, IL 60604 

312-554-2000 
 
 

Paid for by The Chicago Bar Association 2020 Judicial Evaluation Fund. 
A copy of the CBA Green Guide is on file with the State Board of Elections. 

 
 
 
 


