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Illinois Redistricting Plan Does More Harm  

Than Good for Black Voters 

 
CHICAGO- Members of Illinois African Americans for Equitable Redistricting (IAAFR) have 

reviewed the Legislature’s final redistricting plan and they are not happy. “From what we can 

see, Black voters in the state of Illinois are worse off under the revised plan than we were under 

the plan enacted in June”, said Valerie F. Leonard, the group’s convener. “In fact, every 

redistricting plan the Legislature has come up with after 2011 has done progressively more harm 

to Black voters”. 

 

In 2011, the redistricting plan was drawn with 16 majority Black Representative districts, and 8 

majority Black Senate districts. This past spring UCCRO developed a redistricting proposal with 

18 representative districts with 50% or more Black population. They also drew 9 Black Senate 

districts.  

 

A recent review of the data that supports the maps enacted in June revealed that the Legislature 

drew 12 Black Representative districts and 6 Black Senate districts. The amended plan reduced 

the number of Black Representative districts from 12 to 8, and the number of Black Senate 

districts from 6 to 4. Black people made up 14% of Illinois population in 2011 and 14% of the 

state's population in 2021. The latest redistricting plan drew fewer than 7% of the new districts as 

majority Black.  

 

We know the Legislature can figure out a way to balance their political agenda with optimizing 

Black voting rights”, Leonard said. Speaker Madigan did this in 2011, and the data show that it is 

possible to do it again.  For some reason, they decided not to go that route this time around.” 

 

 IAAFR shared their concerns in a letter to the Court overseeing the lawsuit brought by 

MALDEF and the Republican leaders. 
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