
Judge Oran F. Whiting was appointed Circuit Judge of Cook County, at Large, by the Illinois  
Supreme Court, on July 27, 2017.

Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Whiting practiced law for three decades, representing 
clients in both state and federal, trial and appellate courts nationwide; in commercial and business 
disputes, and in insurance defense and regulatory matters.

Judge Whiting has been: a partner in the country’s largest law firms; included in Leading Lawyers 
Magazine for his litigation and government services work; recognized as an Illinois Super Lawyer; 
and featured in Crain’s Chicago Business for his representation of clients in large cases in Chicago.

As a member of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission of the Supreme Court of 
Illinois’ Oversight Committee, Judge Whiting is responsible for quality assurance review. He is a 
former Illinois governor appointed Court of Claims trial judge and an Illinois Secretary of State 
appointed hearing officer. Judge Whiting also served as counsel to the Speaker of the Illinois House 
of Representatives, where he provided legal advice on proposed legislation.

Judge Whiting has volunteered for several boards, including the: Sargent Shriver National Center on 
Poverty Law; AIDS Foundation of Chicago; and Board of Trustees of the Francis W. Parker School. 
He has held several leadership positions in the American Bar Association’s Section of Litigation,  
and is currently executive editor of the Section’s Litigation News Magazine.

Judge Whiting has been positively evaluated by ALL bar rating organizations, and four of these 
organizations have given him their highest rating. He has been fully endorsed by the Cook County 
Democratic Party, and is slated on the party’s countywide judicial ticket.

Judge Whiting was born on Chicago’s West Side, where he resided until the age of 9, before moving 
to the South Side. After graduating from the Francis W. Parker School, he attended the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he received both a B.S. in economics from the Wharton School, and a B.A. 
in international relations from the College of Arts and Sciences, before receiving his J.D. from the 
Georgetown University Law Center.
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