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Proposed Structure

• Evergy would size, build, and own the community solar project
in order to take advantage of the Investment Tax Credit’s (ITC’s)

• After 7 years, KMEA/City would have option to purchase the
facility and perform the O&M to help lower the levelized cost of
energy for the term of the project.

• Both parties are flexible on local contractors and others to
complete project.
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Benefits of Community Solar

• Community involvement
• Education tool for local schools and community groups 

• Power feeds directly to end use customers
• No market congestion cost—behind the meter
• No additional transmission cost

• Ownership opportunities
• Resource diversification 
• Economic development
• Project won’t require SPP interconnection study 
• Storage can easily be added to facility to help deploy power at peak times
• Creates local solar jobs

• Site can be used as a training opportunity for staff
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• Transformers

• Interconnection to distribution grid

• Fencing

• Lay down / staging area

• Seeding / vegetation screening

Items Not ITC Eligible
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Economics

ASSUMPTIONS:
▪ Interconnection, site prep, fence, aux 

construction power, land cost, and property 
tax excluded

▪ Solar accreditation at 35%
▪ City purchases year 8
▪ Borrowing rate 2.5%
▪ O&M costs increase at 2% annually
▪ Capacity factor at 26.95% (Average for NE KS)
▪ Capacity market credit at $2.25 kW-m

5 MW 

30 Year PPA 
(2.5% 
Escalation)

$39.75

35 Year 
Levelized 
Cost of 
Energy

$32.92
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5 MW
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Tracking Technology

TRACKING

• A solar project 1 MW and greater in size would be eligible 
for a tracking system.
• Greater output from facility since it moves with the sun

• In general, 6-8 acres per MW for a tracking array
• Depends on topography of the land
• So, 5 MW system 30-40 acres would be required
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Projected Timeline for COD

• Planning phase starts Q4 2021

• Commercial Operating Date (COD) 2024-2025

• Circumstances for delayed COD:
• Land procurement
• Material delays/shortages
• Qualified labor shortages
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City of Ottawa 2021
Power Supply Portfolio
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City of Ottawa 2024/25’ 
Power Supply Portfolio with 5 MW 

Community Solar Project
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Next Steps

• If interested in learning more about a KMEA/Evergy community 
solar project, please contact Neal Daney at KMEA:

Neal Daney
Director, Projects & Asset Mgmt.

913-660-0242
daney@kmea.com

Lindsay Freeman
New Business Development Director

816-305-9578
lindsay.freeman@evergy.com

mailto:lindsay.freeman@evergy.com


Internal Use Only 

Questions?


