Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sponsoring a FSPA Ministry Grant


BASICS:

Q: Who may sponsor a FSPA Ministry Grant?
A: All sisters and all affiliates

Q: Where are the Sponsorship forms and Grant Application forms located?
A: Forms may be found on the my.fspa.org website under the “forms” tab and downloaded for your use OR hard copies can be requested through the Mission Advancement Office at St. Rose beginning November 1.

Q: Can the Ministry Grant Application be sent to the grant writing organization through the Mission Advancement Office?
A: Yes, the office can mail/email applications to the organization you are sponsoring. Just call and provide a name/address or email address. (608-791-5282)

Q: What forms are Sponsors responsible for submitting?
A: A sponsor returns the completed grant application AND the Sister/Affiliate Recommendation Form to the Mission Advancement Office.

THE NOT SO BASICS:

Before rushing in to sponsor a grant, you may want to ponder over the criteria and see if your organization/project request fits the FSPA criteria. (less heartache and more positive outcomes)

Q: What criteria must be met for a successful grant application?
A:
· Benefits the poor and oppressed with preference given to women, children, eco-sustainability concerns, and immigration issues
· Is an innovative, creative project that has far-reaching impact to benefit the poor
· Provides leadership development or spiritual growth for those served
· Stresses self-help (not a hand out) to those served by the project
· Involves those served in the planning, implementation and policy-making of the project or organization
· Supports services to the participants of the project
· Organization/project has a strategy for self-support or sustainability beyond the period of Ministry Grant funding

Q: Leadership Focus?
A: The leadership team addresses the signs of the times. Currently the team is focusing on basic human needs, immigration issues, women, education tuition/scholarships, integral ecology, and small operational costs for an organization. Any new cause leadership deems worthy will be communicated as well as the cap on the dollar amount awarded. FY2026 grant cap is $9,000 per request. 

Q: Speaking of education, what is funded?
A:  Elementary and secondary schools can be awarded grants for tuition assistance, curriculum improvements, faculty in-service and innovative learning programs. 

Q: Salaries?
A: Salaries or stipends can be considered if essential for the success of the project. Generally speaking, salaries are funded for just one year.




Q: How long can a project be funded with a FSPA Ministry Grant?
A1: The same project within an organization can be funded up to six consecutive years. 
A2: Projects that have no reasonable potential to be self-supporting may be funded beyond the six year limitation depending on funds available.  

Q: What types of requests will not be funded?
A:
· Any requests for educational needs for post secondary education 
· Naming a particular building or project for a deceased FSPA
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Funding the general operating funds, a foundation, or an endowment fund of an institution

These types of requests should be forwarded on to the Leadership Team for their deliberation.

THE CALENDAR:
November—January All forms available on myfspa.org or from the Mission Advancement Office

November—January Sponsors invite organizations to complete a Ministry Grant Application. Grants are due to the sponsoring sister/affiliate by February 1.

February Sister/Affiliate sponsor and her/his reviewers discuss the application to assess the information provided. Forward the complete application and sponsorship form to the Mission Advancement Office no later than March 1.

March FSPA Ministry Fund Committee reviews all applications and sponsor recommendation forms. After review, recommendations to fund or not are forwarded on to the Leadership Team.

April FSPA Leadership Team approves the recommendations of the Ministry Grant Committee. The applicant and their FSPA sponsor are notified of the status of their request. 

August Funds disbursed. 


We are a community of vowed Franciscan women centered in Eucharist, committed to be loving presence through prayer, witness and service.—FSPA mission statement
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