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Oral Presentation 

 

Background: There has been increased recognition of the need to assess non-academic attributes as well as 
academic ability in selection for residency training. Situational judgement tests (SJTs) are an increasingly 
popular selection methodology to assess non-academic attributes, with a wealth of supporting validity 
evidence. Previously no Family Medicine (FM) -specific SJT has been available for use in postgraduate FM 
residency selection in Canada. 
 
Objectives/Questions: 
In a SJT developed for FM: 
1) Do psychometric analyses support the use of the test in FM selection? 
2) Are there test performance differences between demographic groups? 
3) What are applicant reactions in terms of acceptability? 

 
Methods: Previously validated SJT scenarios from the UK were contextualized for Canadian FM residency 
training. The bilingual online test was piloted by FM residents before operationalization in January 2022 
across 6 participating FM programs who made the test a mandatory requirement for 1st round CaRMS 
applicants. Applicants were invited to participate in anonymous demographic and post-test evaluation 
surveys.  
 
Results and Findings: 1835 applicants completed the SJT which showed good internal reliability (Cronbach 
α=0.78). Positive applicant feedback was received; approximately 80% (n=1515) agreed the test content was 
relevant to the role of a family physician.  Statistically significant differences in performance based on test 
language, gender, place of medical education, and ethnicity were noted. 

 

Conclusions and Significance: The FM-SJT is a reliable and favorably perceived tool for assessing non-
academic attributes and is capable of differentiating between applicants. Ongoing analysis is required to 
ensure the test is not disadvantaging any demographic sub-groups.  

 

Provide 3 learning objectives for the audience: 
1. Describe the process of developing and operationalizing a new Situational Judgement Test for Family 
Medicine residency selection 
2. Summarize the main psychometrics and evaluation results conducted on the test 
3. Describe the significant demographic group differences in test performance. 
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