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No contest: Commissioners unopposed in November election
Rachel Hoskins

rhoskins@thefranklinpress.com

Seats on the Highlands Board of Commis-
sioners will be uncontested in the upcoming 
Nov. 4 general election. 

Incumbents Amy Patterson and Eric Pierson 
are seeking reelection to their current seats on 
the board. Jim Tate is seeking to fill the seat 
left vacant when Commissioner Brain Stie-
hler vacated his seat on the board on July 31. 

Stiehler moved outside the town limits, mak-
ing him unqualified to remain on the High-
lands’ board. 

Highlands mayor Patrick Taylor is also up 
for reelection and is unopposed. 

Early voting will begin Thursday, Oct. 16. 
at the Highlands Civic Center, 600  N. 4th 
Street, Highlands. Hours will be 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday.  Early voting on 
Saturday, Nov. 1 will be from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Absentee ballots will be mailed to voters 

who request them. A voter can fill out an ab-
sentee ballot request at votebymail.ncsbe.gov 
or by filling out a request form provided by the 
Board of Elections office in Franklin. The re-
quest must be received through the website 
or by the Macon County Board of Elections 
by 5 p.m., Oct. 21. 

The deadline to register to vote in this elec-
tion is 5 p.m., Friday, Oct. 10. Eligible resi-
dents who are not registered by that dead-
line may register and vote at the Highlands 

Civic Center during early voting. New regis-
trants are required to provide documentation 
of their residence. 

ID required
Voters will be asked to show a photo ID 

when they vote. Voters who do not have an 
ID can get one for free from the Macon County 
Board of Elections. 

For information contact the Macon County 
Board of Elections office at 828-349-2034.

SUPPORT FOR LITERACY

Baldacci gives $50,000 to Literacy & Learning Center
Mia Overton

editor@thefranklinpress.com

Author David Baldacci touched on a 
range of topics – some serious, some hu-
morous – during his talk the afternoon of 
Sept. 30 as part of the Literacy and Learn-
ing Center’s “Celebration of Education” 
fundraiser.

The annual event featured Baldacci’s 
presentation at 2 p.m. at the Performing 
Arts Center and later that evening patrons 
enjoyed a dinner with him at Old Edwards 
Club.

During the hour-long presentation, Bal-
dacci – “the Italian” not be confused with 
John Grisham – talked about the inspira-
tion for his some of his books, adventur-
ous boat rides, standing up for democracy 

and the importance of literacy. 
Baldacci gave $50,000 to the Literacy 

and Learning Center of Highlands. 
“We had guests of the event become so 

inspired by his offer that they have also 
pledged $50,000 as a matching grant,” said 
Anna Norton, the center’s marketing man-
ager. “Our hope is that others will take the 
challenge giving us a total of $150,000. 
We expect additional donations to come 
in over the coming weeks.”

Baldacci recalled as a child going to the 
library and checking out as many books as 
he could. He found it was a way to learn 
more about people and the world, saying 
he read about people who didn’t look like 
him or dress like him, didn’t think like him. 

Village 
Green 
Leaf 

Festival 
begins 
Oct. 10

Thousands of “leaf peepers” 
travel through the Cashiers area 
every October to enjoy the won-
derful hues of red, orange, and 
yellow that signify the beginning 
of the fall season.

To celebrate this season, The 
Village Green holds the an-
nual Cashiers Valley Leaf Fes-
tival. This free three-day festi-
val features 100 artisan vendors 
spread throughout The Village 
Green park, from the Gazebo at 
the crossroads to the Commons 
Lawn off of Frank Allen Rd. The 
Leaf Festival will start on Oct. 10 
and end on Oct.12. The hours are 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
on Sunday.

Residents and visitors will find 
unique handcrafted wood, metal, 
pottery, jewelry, textile artists, 
soaps, fine art and much more 
on display and available for pur-
chase throughout the weekend. 

All products at the Cashiers Val-
ley Leaf Festival are made by the 
artisan from start to finish making 
each product truly one-of-a-kind.

To add to the festivities, live 
music performances from local 
musicians such as Alma Russ and 
Young Mountain Magic will take 
place each day of the festival at 
either the gazebo, the commons 
lawn, or the newly constructed 
pergola. 

Elevated Kitchen Food Truck 
and Chile Loco will be at the fes-
tival serving food Friday through 
Sunday. You can also find pastries 
from French Broad Pastry and 
beverages from Immortal Juice 
Company and Crossroads Cus-
tard and Coldbrew. 

During the festival, The Village 
Green will be selling their 2025 

High Hampton donates conservation easement to HCLT
The permanent protection 

of 47.97 acres of ecologically 
significant land has been do-
nated to the Highlands-Ca-
shiers Land Trust (HCLT)  by 
High Hampton. This private 
conservation easement ensures 
the preservation of unique nat-
ural features such as rock out-
crops, mature forests, headwa-
ters, floodplains and mountain 
bogs - while surpassing annual 
conservation acreage recom-
mendations made in the 2020 
Urban Land Institute’s Report: 

Vision for Sustainable Growth 
in Cashiers. 

The newly conserved prop-
erty is characterized by a very 
diverse terrain. Connecting 
existing HCLT/High Hamp-
ton conservation areas now to-
taling 463.04 acres, this new 
addition begins at the base of 
Rock Mountain, where steep 
granitic upland habitats de-
scend into dense swamp for-
ests and Fowler Creek forms 
unnamed at its headwaters be-
fore later flowing into the Chat-

tooga River.  Mature and vi-
brant forests surround ex-
pansive ecologically signif-

icant, globally rare South-
ern Appalachian Bogs; one 
of North America’s rarest 

and most imperiled ecosys-
tems. These newly conserved 
places are home to many glob-
ally threatened, state endan-
gered, imperiled and signifi-
cantly rare species, some of 
which include plants such as: 

 • Biltmore Sedge (Carex 
biltmoreana)

 • Button sedge (Carex bul-
lata var bullata)

 • Granite Dome bluet 
(Houstonia longoifolia var. 
glabra)

 • Granite Dome golden-

rod (Solidago simulans) 
 • Tawny cottongrass 

(Eriophorum virginicum)
“This easement formalizes 

protections for state and glob-
ally rare species and habitats - 
it’s not every day you get to say 
you’ve helped to protect some 
of the rarest plants and places 
on the planet,” said Owen Car-
son, Senior Ecologist at Equi-
nox Environmental, consult-
ing ecologist on the project. 

 We are incredibly grateful 
to High Hampton for their 
commitment to conservation 
and their generous donation...

Lance Hardin 
Executive Director of the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust

“
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A patron shares a laugh with Baldacci during his book signing.

Submitted photo

Author David Baldacci signs a copy of his newest book “Strangers in Time” for Becky Harris of Highlands. Baldacci was the guest speaker for the 
Literacy and Learning Center’s annual “Celebration of Education” fundraiser on Sept. 30. The event included a talk with the author Thursday after-
noon at the Performing Arts Center and a VIP Patron Dinner that evening at Old Edwards Club.

www.highlandsnews.com
www.votebymail.ncsbe.gov


 

He noted that throughout history 

when people take over other coun-

tries or governments, one of the 

first things they do is shutter the 

libraries.

“You’ll meet far more people 

through the pages of books than 

you will in your entire life,” he 

said, adding that literacy is the 

key to getting rid of ignorance. 

Baldacci and his wife co-

founded the Wish You Well Foun-

dation, a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to supporting literacy 

programs nationwide.

During his talk he encouraged 

people to develop empathy. “If you 

have empathy, it’s going to lead 

to a lot of good decisions in your 

life.”

Baldacci said as a child he loved 

to talk. One day his mother gave 

him a journal and told him to 

start writing down his stories. 

He took to the task enthusiasti-

cally thinking he could write sto-

ries like the ones he enjoyed read-

ing. “It changed my life,” he said. 

In later years when he thanked his 

mother for the gift that set him on 

his path, he said she replied, “I 

just wanted to shut you up. You 

had got on my last nerve.”

Following the talk, Balda-

cci took time to sign copies of 

his newest novel “Strangers in 

Time” set in London in 1944. It 

is a story of a bereaved bookshop 

owner and two teenagers scarred 

by World War II, and the healing 

and hope they fine in one another.

 “We are losing our stories of 

what World War II represented,” 

Baldacci said. “World War II 

was a great example of work-

ing together for greater than an 

individual.”

He said the lessons learned 

through the war and difficult 

times are important to remember. 

“It’s much better to go through 

tough times with people who care 

about you rather than go through 

them alone.”

The best-selling author went 

on to tell some humorous sto-

ries such as a trip when he and 

his family were invited to join 

the George H.W. Bush family at 

their home in Kennebunkport, 

Maine and went out on a boat 

with the elder Bush at the helm. 

After being levitated from his seat 

several times and wobbling back 

to shore Baldacci vowed he would 

never get on a boat with Bush 

driving again. He did feel some-

what better after watching, on the 

same trip, as Bush catapulted two 

well-groomed ESPN commenta-

tors from a float being pulled be-

hind the boat – dunking them into 

the chilly Atlantic Ocean.

His ego took a hit once when an 

enthusiastic fan began gushing 

over him in a restaurant - think-

ing he was John Grisham. Bal-

dacci said he and Grisham have 

been friends for 25 years, but he 

wasn’t really feeling the love for 

his buddy at that moment. When 

he told the fan she had guessed 

the right genre, but that he wasn’t 

Grisham, she was embarrassed 

but then realized her dining com-

panion had correctly guessed his 

identity – he was “the Italian” 

– Baldacci.

Baldacci has sold over two mil-

lion copies of his books worldwide 

with some of his works adapted 

for film and television. He said he 

once signed 6,000 books in four 

hours, breaking a previous record 

held by former President Jimmy 

Carter.

He is a graduate of Virginia 

Commonwealth University and 

the University of Virginia School 

of Law. 

The Literacy and Learning Cen-

ter seeks to enrich lives and ex-

pand the knowledge of children, 

adults and families through edu-

cational programs that advance 

literacy and promote lifelong 

learning, which results in an in-

formed and empowered commu-

nity. For information, visit thelit-

eracyandlearningcenter.org.
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hand-painted glass Christmas 

ornaments. They will be avail-

able for purchase at The Village 

Green’s tent all three days of 

the festival. Grab yours before 

they’re gone. 

The weekend will feature free 

family-friendly activities. High-

lands Cashiers Hospital will 

have a teddy bear clinic set up 

by The Village Play Saturday 

and Sunday. Jackson County 

Parks and Recreation will have 

cornhole and other lawn games 

will be set up on The Commons 

Lawn.

The Village Green’s social 

media will be updated with 

all the happenings, so be sure 

to follow their Instagram and 

Facebook pages. For addi-

tional questions or information, 

please contact the Community 

Event Coordinator at commu-

nityevents@cashiersgreen. 

Festival
From page 1A

Submitted photo

More than 100 artisan vendors will be spread out along The Village Green this weekend during the annual Leaf  Festival. 

Literacy
From page 1A

Fall Job and Transfer Fair at Southwestern 
Community College’s Macon Campus

On Oct. 16, Southwestern 

Community College will host 

a Fall Job and Transfer fair for 

students from 1-4 p.m. at SCC’s 

Macon Campus

This fair will not only feature 

full-time, part-time, seasonal 

and internship opportunities 

across almost all fields but also 

college representatives from 

across the region.

Mike Despeaux, Southwest-

ern’s Director of Career Ser-

vices, said: “These are huge, 

one-time opportunities for ex-

ploration, networking and job 

searching.” 

Through collaboration with 

SCC’s University Transfer Ad-

vising Center (UTAC), uni-

versities with college trans-

fer opportunities will also be 

in attendance.  

“We work with universities 

across and beyond North Car-

olina, and we want our current 

and prospective students to ex-

plore every possible opportu-

nity,” said Vicki Todd, UTAC 

Coordinator/Mathematics De-

partment Chair at SCC.

For questions about employ-

ers and transfer institutions 

contact Mike Despeaux (m_

despeaux@SouthwesternCC.

edu or 828.339.4212) or Vicki 

Todd (v_todd@Southwest-

ernCC.edu or 828.339.4266).

About Southwestern 

For almost 60 years, South-

western Community College 

has served Jackson, Macon, 

Swain Counties, and the Qualla 

Boundary in Western North 

Carolina by providing a wide 

range of educational options 

for residents in all stages of life. 

SCC has been ranked among 

the nation’s Top 10 community 

colleges six times in the last 15 

years – including a No. 1 rank-

ing in BestColleges.com’s list-

ing of the “Best Community 

Colleges & Trade Schools of 

2020.”

Through a supportive learn-

ing environment, Southwest-

ern offers more than 40 degree 

programs (including more than 

90 credentialing options, 28 of 

which are offered online) in 

Health Sciences, Arts and Sci-

ences/College Transfer and Ca-

reer Technologies.  

A variety of community re-

sources - including the Small 

Business Center, Workforce 

Continuing Education and 

Career Services - are also 

available.

www.eracyandlearningcenter.org
www.erncc.edu
www.floridatrust.com
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