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Paul Ordner has with-

drawn from the Highlands 

mayor’s race, leaving long-

time incumbent Pat Taylor 

running unopposed. 

Although the deadline to 

withdraw from the race was 

July 15, the Macon County 

Board of Elections said Ord-

ner withdrew on Aug. 14. 

“In a municipal election a 

candidate can withdraw at 

any point before coding has 

been submitted for the elec-

tion or ballots are printed,” 

said Judy Fritts, deputy di-

rector for the Board of Elec-

tions. Ordner’s $10 filling fee 

will not be refunded as state 

law allows refunding the fee 

only if the candidate with-

draws three business days 

before filing ends, which 

would have been July 15.

Short term rentals was an 

issue Ordner wanted to see 

addressed and that also led 

to his withdrawing from the 

race. 

“It looked like there was 

a block of votes that there 

was no way to get around,” 

Ordner said. “The short 

term rental issue has to be 

resolved.”

Ordner said he has lived 

in Highlands about eight 

months and a future run for 

office might be possible. 

Going forward, Ordner said 

he would like to see the town 

tackle several issues such as 

an assisted living facility for 

senior citizens, harvesting 

water power from Lake Se-

quoyah, shuttles for students 

to participate in programs at 

Franklin High School, shut-

tles for residents and visitors 

to local sites such as White-

side Mountain and Cliffside, 

and more advertising for win-

ter activities.

“We’ll see what happens,” 

he said. 

Unless there are success-

ful write-in candidates, High-

lands will not see any changes 

in its local government this 

year as town commission-

ers Amy Patterson and Eric 

Pierson are also running 

unopposed.

The Board of Elections 

said after filing ended that 

they had received questions 

about write-in candidates. 

There will be two lines on 

the ballot for write-in can-

didates in the commission-

ers’ race and one line for a 

mayoral candidate write-in. 

Should there be write-in can-

didates in the commissioners’ 

race, the top two vote getters 

will be elected to the board.

Early voting for the town 

election begins Oct. 16 with 

Election Day being Nov. 4. 

The deadline to register to 

vote is Oct. 10. Only those 

who live in the city limits can 

vote in the election.

The Literacy & Learning Cen-

ter is seeking volunteers to sup-

port its educational programs. 

There is a particular and ongo-

ing need for individuals who can 

commit to volunteering through-

out the entire school year, espe-

cially during the winter months.

TL&LC’s mission to enrich 

lives and expand knowledge 

for children, adults, and families 

is a year-round endeavor. Its af-

ter-school programs, individual 

tutoring, and ESL classes pro-

vide support that doesn’t pause 

when the seasons change. Many 

of Highlands’ volunteers are 

part-time residents who typically 

return to their primary homes 

during the colder months. This 

creates a critical gap in volun-

teer availability precisely when 

students continue to need con-

sistent academic assistance and 

mentorship.

The Center is specifically 

looking for volunteers who 

reside in the area year-round 

and can continue their service 

through the winter. Whether 

volunteers can commit to a 

few hours a week for group as-

sistance with after-school or 

provide one-on-one support, 

their consistent presence can 

make a difference in students’ 

lives. Year-round volunteers 

can provide stability and con-

tinuity, which are essential for 

effective learning and building 

strong relationships.

To learn more about how 

to become a TL&LC school-

year volunteer, contact Caro-

line Cox at CCox@TheLiter-

acyandLearningCenter.org or 

828-526-0863, or visit TheLit-

eracyandLearningCenter.org.
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