* OBITUARY ®

Tom ‘Teeter’ Cook Smith

It’s with heavy hearts,
we share the passing of Tom
“Teeter” Smith on February
4, 2025, in Highlands, North
Carolina.

Born on January 25, 1938,
in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
to William Ches Smith Jr. and
Carolyn Macdonald Smith,
Tom moved to Atlanta at the
age of two. He attended SM
Inman Elementary School and
later Henry Grady High School, where he
excelled in football, basketball, and golf,
earning nine varsity letters. It was during
this time he met the love of his life, Kay
Happoldt. He attended Druid Hills Baptist
church during his formative years, and this is
where he started his walk with Christ.

After graduating from Grady High
Schoolin 1955, Tom attended the University
of Georgia, where he developed a lifelong
passion for the Georgia Bulldogs. He was
an active member of the Chi Phi fraternity
and served as Vice President. He graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in business in 1959
and remained a devoted UGA football fan
after graduating from Georgia.

Tom married Kay Happoldt on
February 6,1960 at Central Presbyterian
Church in Atlanta. Their marriage spanned
62 wonderful years, and Tom often shared
this was the greatest accomplishment in his
life! Tom served in the Air Force Reserves
from 1959 to 1968 and began his career with
GMAC in Athens, Georgia. He later joined
his father-in-law at Highlands Country
Club (HCC), where he served as Head
Golf Professional and General Manager
for 12 years. During his tenure at HCC, he
co-founded the Mountain Chapter of the
Carolina Section PGA and designed HCC’s
Iconic Highlander logo still being used today.

In 1980, Tom became the Director
of Golf at Horseshoe Bend Country Club
(HSB) in Roswell, Georgia, where he worked
for 26 years until retiring in 2006. He was
instrumental in bringing the American
Junior Golf Association headquarters to
HSB and hosted numerous prestigious
tournaments. Among his many accolades,
Tom was honored as the Georgia PGA
Golf Professional of the Year in 1989, a
recognition he cherished.

Upon retirement, Tom and Kay
returned to Highlands, where they enjoyed
traveling, playing golf, and hosting friends
for dinner parties. Tom was actively involved
in First Presbyterian Church of Highlands,
Highlands Country Club and The Literacy
Council. Tom served on the golf commiittee,

finance committee and was an
elder in the church. Tom was the
man that made everyone he met
feel like his best friend. He was a
man of principle and those that
knew him loved him. He will live
on in the lives of all the people
whom he has touched.

Tom is survived by his
children, Tracey Catharine
Smith (Kent Bingham Reed)
and Kenneth Happoldt
Smith (Sheri Lingle Smith), and four
grandchildren: Knox Reed, Stockton
Reed, Peyton Smith and Kendall Smith.
A reception will be held for Mr. Smith at the
First Presbyterian Church of Highlands, NC
on Saturday February 15, 2025, from 12-1:30
PM, preceding a funeral service at 2:00 PM
with the Rev. Emily Wilmarth officiating,
A private graveside service will take place
following the service at First Presbyterian
Church. Peyton Smith, Knox Reed, Stockton
Reed, Scott Smith, Stacy Freeman, Thomas
Grafton will serve as Pallbearers. Mr. Smith’s
family is also planning a celebration of life for
Tom in the spring of 2025 in Highlands, NC.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Literacy Council in Highlands.
May his memory bring comfort to all who
knew him.

Online condolences can be left at www.
bryantgrantfuneralhome.com Bryant-Grant
Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to
serve the Smith family.
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.SECRET continued from page 4

exist and all FRL assets are divided equally
between three counties ...,”

The email doesn’t mention Swain
County, but it, too, is part of the FRL.

Macon, Jackson and Swain counties
make up the FRL which includes six librar-
ies located throughout the three counties.

“Exiting the FRL must be justified as
economic reasons. Less blowback and leftist
drama. We must be ready to paint the FRL
leadership as unwilling to serve the commu-
nity and have proven they desire control and
activism over service to the public,” reads
the email.

The email further states: “Leaving the
FRL needs to be discussed extensively by
commissioners in Macon and Jackson be-
hind the scenes with a “surprise” decision
to leave when the time comes just as Yancey
voted unanimously to leave their regional
system while the regional library director
was conveniently out of town.”

Baste addressed the commissioners.

“I just want to bring to your attention
the Sunshine Laws from the North Carolina
Department of Justice,” said Baste. “The
General Assembly has declared that hear-
ings, deliberations and actions of public
bodies be conducted publicly. I know you
know this and know you don’t need remind-
ing, but I think some members of the pub-
lic need reminding that members of public
bodies may not hold gatherings or commu-
nications to evade the spirit and purpose of
the open meeting laws.”

After 60 years of being a part of the
regional library system, The Yancey County

Board of Commissioners voted to leave the
AMY Regionals Library System. The deci-
sion came after months of debating control
over the library sparked by controversary
over a “pride month” display in the library.
Likewise, the neatly two-year debate
over Macon County leaving the FRL as
well as amendments to the FRL inter-local
agreement also stemmed from a “pride
month” display. In March 2023, Commis-
sioner Danny Antoine mentioned the idea
of Macon County withdrawing from the
» See SECRET page 14

COREY JAMES GALLERY

& Estate Consignments

Bronze sculpture * Paintings
Vintage & Antique Collectables &
Furniture - Costume Jewelry
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(828) 526-4818
On the corner of 3rd & Spring

Martin Lipscomb Theater at

Highlands Performing Arts Center

highlandscashiersplayers.com
or the PAC Box Office
(828-526-9047) for tickets.
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