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G I V I N G  B A C K

The Literacy & Learning 
Center’s compassionate 
approach to learning 
enriches the lives of its 
students and its volunteers. 

Tremendous 
Sense of  
Connection

http://thelaurelmagazine.com
http://www.paigescheer.com
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Did you know volunteers often 
simply watch less TV than 
non-volunteers? 

Nathan Dietz, research director of the 
Do Good Institute, recently shared this 
insight on volunteering in the United 
States. Despite common perceptions 
of time constraints, Dietz’s research 
indicates that volunteers’ daily lives are 
much like those of non-volunteers, aside 
from the fact that they tend to be more 
active. He highlighted the personal ben-
efits of volunteering, including expand-
ing one’s social circle and feeling good 
about helping others. This is especially 
true in Highlands, where individual 
contributions have a significant impact 
on the close-knit community. 

In Highlands, organizations like The 
Literacy & Learning Center thrive on 
volunteerism. TL&LC provides free 
programs, from early childhood educa-
tion to adult literacy. 

The Center’s commitment relies heavily 
on dedicated volunteers who give their 
time and talents. Assisting in group 
activities, clerical work, or events, 
TL&LC volunteers directly enrich lives 
and foster a love of learning for all ages. 

Many potential volunteers might hesitate, 
unsure if they possess the specific skills 
needed for an educational environment. 

However, at TL&LC, there are numerous 
ways to contribute, regardless of one’s 
background! Volunteers can spend time 
listening to children read, providing 
invaluable one-on-one literacy support, 
or assisting summer camp leaders in set-
ting up and overseeing group activities. 
Preparation for events and helping guests 
check in offers another opportunity that 
also comes along with free admission. 
Every hour of support makes a differ-
ence, and the Center provides guidance 
to ensure volunteers feel comfortable and 
confident in their roles, whether clerical 
or educational. 

Volunteering at TL&LC supports a vital 
community resource and offers a unique 
opportunity to connect with neighbors, 
learn new skills, and experience making 
a tangible difference. As Dietz noted, 
volunteering creates a powerful sense 
of connection to something larger than 
oneself, which is especially impactful 
in Highlands. If individuals seek to 
give back and become more involved, 
TL&LC welcomes their support. 

To learn more about volunteering at 
The Literacy & Learning Center or 
to complete a volunteer application, 
visit https://www.theliteracyandlearn-
ingcenter.org/get-involved/volunteer. 
For questions, contact Caroline Cox at 
CCox@TheLiteracyandLearningCenter.
org or (828) 526-0863.

by Anna Norton,  
The Literacy & Learning Center
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