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The Way Divides
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First Reading ~ Luke 12:49-56

"l came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! | have a baptism with which
to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed! Do you think that | have come to bring
peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you
see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, 'lt is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when
you see the south wind blowing, you say, 'There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how
to interpret the present time?”

Second Reading ~ adapted from Rachel Held Evans in
“Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church”

Now, we evangelicals have a nasty habit of throwing the word biblical around like it's Martin Luther’s
middle name. We especially like to stick it in front of other loaded words, like economics, sexuality,
politics, and marriage to create the impression that God has definitive opinions about such things,
opinions that just so happen to correspond with our own. Despite insistent claims that we don’t “pick
and choose” what parts of the Bible we take seriously, using the word biblical prescriptively like this
almost always involves selectivity. After all, technically speaking, it is biblical for a woman to be sold by
her father (Exodus 21:7), biblical for her to be forced to marry her rapist (Deuteronomy 22:28-29),
biblical for her to remain silent in church (1 Corinthians 14:34-35), biblical for her to cover her head (1
Corinthians 11:6), and biblical for her to be one of multiple wives (Exodus 21:10).

Second Reading ~ adapted from Howard Thurman in “Meditations of the Heart”

More Holy! God, | want to be more holy. | want to be more holy in my mind. My thoughts tend ever to
be divisive and scattered. In so many ways, my mind is a house divided; and the conflicts rage up and
down the corridors of my mind. | need wholeness. Oh, that my mind may be stilled by Thy holy hush!
That | may hear and feel you. God, | want to be more holy in my mind.



