
April 5, 2016 
Palm Sunday 

“Lessons From A Donkey: Calm in the Midst of Turmoil” 
 
 
First Reading   ~   Matthew 21: 1-11 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Chosen 
One needs them.’  And they will send them immediately.”  This took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.”   

  
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of Jesus and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of our God! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  When Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
 
Second Reading   ~ An Ancient Fable 
 

One day a farmer's donkey fell into a well.  The animal cried piteously for hours 
as the farmer tried to figure out what to do.  Finally, he decided the animal was 
old, and the well needed to be covered up anyway.  It just wasn't worth it to try to 
retrieve the donkey. 
 
He invited all his neighbors to come over and help him.  They all grabbed a 
shovel and began to shovel dirt into the well.  At first, the donkey realized what 
was happening and cried horribly.  Then, to everyone's amazement he quieted 
down. 
 
Many shovel loads later, the farmer finally looked down into the well, expecting to 
see the donkey completely covered.  He was astonished at what he saw.  With 
each shovel of dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing something amazing.  
He would shake it off and take a step up. 
 
As the farmer's neighbors continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would 
shake it off and take a step up.  Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the 
donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and trotted off. 


